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PARADISE REGAIN'D. 
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FOO nr 


WHO ere while the happy garden ſung, 
By one man's diſobedience loſt, now ſing 
Recover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 

By one man's firm obedience fully try'd _ 
Through all temptation, and the tempter foil'd $g 


In all his Wiles, defeated and repuls'd, 
Ani Eden rais'd in the waſte wilderneſs. x 
Thou Spi'rit who ledſt this glorious eremite 
Into the deſert, his victorious field, ä 
Againſt the ſpiritual foe, and brought'ſt him thence 
By proof th' undoubted Son of God, inſpire, 14 
As thou art wont, my prompted ſong elſe mute, 
And bear through highth or depth of nature's boundg 
With proſp'rous wing full ſumin'd, to tell of deeds, 
Above heroic, though in ſecret done, 15 
And unrecorded left through many an age, 
Worthy t have not remain'd fo long unſung. 
Now had the great Proclamer, with a voice 
More awful than the ſound of trumpet, cry'd _, 
Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 20 
To all baptiz'd: to his great baptiſm flock'd | 
With awe the regions round, and with them came. 
From Nazareth the ſon of Joſeph deem'd 
To the flood Jordan, came as then obſcure, 
Unmark'd, unknown; but him the Baptiſt ſoon 25 
Deſcry'd, divinely warn'd, and witneſs bore ; 
As to his worthier, and would have reſign'd 
To him his heav'aly office, nor was long 
His witneſs unconhrm'd : on him baptiz'd 


2 PARADISE REGAIN'D. BookT. 
Hevn oped, ind in likeneſs of Une" 30 
The Spirit defcended, while the Father's voice 
From Heav'n pronounc'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the'Adterſary, who roving till 

About the world, at that aſſembly fam'd 

Would not be laſt, and with the. voice divine 35 
Nigh thunder-ſiruck, th' exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteſt was giv'n, a while ſurvey'd 

With wonder, then with envy fraught and rage 
Flies to his place, nor reſls,, but in mid air 

To couneil ſummons all his mighty peers, 


. 


. n = | +. ROE. 4 
Within thiek clouds and dark ten-fold iavoly'd, | 


A gloomy conſiſtory; and them amidſt = 
With looks àghaſt and ſad he thus beſpake. 

O Ancient Pow'rs of air and this wide world, 
For much more willihgly 1 mention air, 43 


, 4 


This our ol conqueſt, than remember Helt, 


Our hated habitation; well ye know 


How many ages, as the years of men, _ 
his univerſe we have pollefs'd, and rul'd 


In manner at our will th”affoirs bf "earth, ⁵ 30 


See Adam and his facil conſort Eve 
Loſt Patadiſe decetv'd-by, me, though fince © 


Wich dread attending When that fatal wound 


Shall be inflied by the feed of Eve © | 
Upon my head: long the dectees'of Heavin 55 
Delay, for longeff time to him is ſhort; 

And now too foon for us the circling hours 


- 77 SME $1 30 nia} UT to 
This dreaded time have compaſs'd, , wherein we 


. FRI 7 An El I 
Muſt bide the Rroke of that long threaten'd wound, 


At leaſt if ſo we can, and by the head 60 


Broken be not intended all our power 
To be infring'd, our freedom and, our being, 
In this fait empire won of earth and air; 


For this ill news I bring, the woman's ſeed 


Deſtin'd to this, is late of woman born: 

His birth to our juſt fear gave no ſmall cauſe, 
Bot his growth now to youth's full flow'r, diſplaying 
All virtue, grace, and wiſdom to achieve . 
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Book I. PARADISE REGAIN'D. 

hings higheſt, greateſt, multiplies my fear. 
zefore him a great prophet, to proclame 

His coming, ts ſent harbinger, Who all 

Invites, and in the confecrated ſtream 

Pretends to waſh off fin, and fit them ſo 
Purified, to receive him pure, or rather - 

To do him honor as their king; all come, 
And he himſelf among them was baptiz'd, 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The teſtimony* of Heav'n, that who he is 
Theneeforth the nations may not doubt; I ſaw 
The prophet do him reverence, on him riſing 80 
Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 
Unfold her cryſtal doors, thence on his head 
A perfect dove defrend, what-e'er it meant, 
And out of Heav'n the Wenn voice I heard, 
This is my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd. 85 
His mother then is mortal, but his fie 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven, 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son? 
His frſt-begot we know, and fore have felt, 
When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep; go 
Who this is we muſt learn, for man he ſeems 

In all his lineaments, though 1n his face 

The glimpſes of his Father's glory ſhine, 

Ye ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge 

Of hazard, Which admits no long debate, 95 
But muſt with ſomething ſudden be. oppos'd, 

Not force, but well couch'd fraud, well woven ſnares, 
Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and ſupreme on earth, 

I. when no other durſt, ſole undertook 100 
The diſmal expedition to hud out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit perform'd 


* 


Will waft me; and the way found proſp'rous once , 

Induces beſt to hope of like ſucceſs. 105 
He ended, and Pie words impreſſion left 

Of much amazement to th' infernal crews 

f | Bag 


Diſtracted and ſurpriz d with deep diſmay 
At theſe ſad tidings ; but no time was then 
ot long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dictator, whoſe attempt 
At firſt againſt mankind ſo well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 115 
From Hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in light, 
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
Of many a pleaſant realm and province wide. 
So to the coaſt of Jordan he directs | 
Nis eaſy ſteps, girded with ſnaky wiles, 120 
Where he might likelieſt find this ne w- declar'd, 
This man of men, atteſted Son of God, 
Temptation and all guile on him to try; 
So to ſubvert whom he ſuſpeRed rais'd 
To end his reign on earth fo long enjoy'd : 
But contrary unweeting he fulfill d | 
The purpos'd counſel pre-ordain'd and fix'd 
Of the moſt High, who in full frequence bright 
Of Angels, thus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpake. 
Gabriel, this day by proof thou ſhalt behold, 130 
Thou and all Angels converſant on earth 
With man or mens affairs, how I begin 
To verify that ſolemn meſſage late, 
On which I ſent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee, that ſhe ſhould bear a ſon 135 
Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God; 
Then toldſt her doubting how theſe things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her ſhould come 
The Holy Ghoſt, and the pow'r of the Higheſt 
O'er-ſhadow her: this man born and now up-grown, 


119 


125 


To ſhow bim worthy of his birth divine. 141 
And high prediction, henceforth 1 expoſe 

To Satan; let him tempt and now aſlay 

His utmoſt ſubtlety, becauſe he boaſts | 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 145 


Of his apoſtaſy; he might have learnt 
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Leſs overweening, ſince he fail'd in Job, 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 
Whate'er his cruel malice could invent. 
He now ſhall know 1 can produce a man 
Of female feed, far abler to reſiſt 

All his ſolicitations, and at length 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to Hell, 
Winning by conqueſt what the firſt man loſt 
By fallacy ſurpris'd. But firſt I mean 

To exerciſe bim in the wilderneſs, 

There he ſhall firſt lay down the rudjments 
Of his great warfare, ere I ſend him forth 
To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes, 
By humiliation and ſtrong ſufferance ; 160 
His weakneſs ſhall o'ercome Satanic ſtrength, 
And all the world, and maſs of ſinful fleſh ;' 
That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 
They now, and men hereafter may diſcern, 
From what conſummate virtue I have choſe 
This perfect man, by merit call'd my Son, 
To earn ſalvation for the ſons of men. | 

Sa ſpake th* eternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring ſtood a ſpace, then into hymns 
Burſt forth, and in celeſtial meaſures mov'd, 170 
Circling the throne and ſinging, while the hand 
Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 

Victory? and triumph to the Son of God 
Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 

But to vanquiſh by wiſdom helliſh wiles. 

The Father knows the Son; therefore ſecure 
Ven: ures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Again whate'er may tempt, whatce'er ſeduce, 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine, 
Be fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of Hell, 180 
And deviliſh machinations come to nought. 

So they in Heav'n their odes and vigils tun'd : 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet ſome days 
Lodg'd in Bethabara where John baptiz'd, 
Myfing and much * his breaſt, 
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How beſt the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firſt 
Publiſh his God-like office now mature, | 
One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit leading, 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converſe 190 
With ſolitude, till far from track of men, 
Thought following thought, and ſtep by ſtep led on, 
He enter'd now the bord'riag deſert wild, 

And with dark ſhades and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy meditations thus purſu'd. 


1 
O what a multitude of thoughts at once 1 

Awaken'd in me ſwarm, while I conſider 

What from within I feel myſelf, and hear 

What from without comes often to my ears, 

Ill forting with my preſent ſtate compar'd! 200 


When I was yet a child, no childiſh play 
To me was pleaſing; all my mind was fet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good; myſelf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 20x 
All righteons things : therefore above my years, 
The law of God I read, and found it ſweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To ſuch perfection, that ere yet my age 
ad meaſur'd twice ſix years, at our great feaſt 219 

J went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propoſe 
What might improve my SDK a or their own; 
And was admir'd by all: yet this not all 
To which my ſpi'rit aſpir'd; victorious deeds 215 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 
To reſcue Iſrael from the Roman yoke, 
Then to ſubdue and quell o'er all the earth 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic power, 
Till truth were freed, and equity reſtar'd : 
Vet held it more humane, more heav'nly firſt 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 

And make perſuaſion do the work of fear; 
At leaſt to try, and teach the erring ſoul 
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Book I. PARADISE. REGAI ND. FT 
Not wilfully miſ doing, but unware _ 1 225 
Mifled ; the ſtubborn only to ſubgue. TILA, 
Theſe growing thoughts my mother ſoon perceiving 
By words at times caſt forth inly rejoic'd, 
And Taid.to me apart, Hi gh axe thy jhoughts  -, 
O Son, but nouriſh them and let them ſoar ,, 230 
To what highth ſacred virtue and true worth 
Can raiſe them, though above example high; 
By matchlels deeds expreſs thy matcblels Sire. 
For know, thou art no lon of mortal man: J 
Though men eſteetn thee low of parentage, , 235 
Thy father is th” eternal King who rules 2 
All Heay'n and Earth, Angels and Sons of men; 
A meſſenger trom God foretold thy birth 
Concetv?* in me a virgin, he foręſald * 
Thou ſhauld'ſi be greatand hit onDarid'sthrone,240 N 
And of thy kingdom there ſhould be no end.. 
At thy nativity a glorious quire * Ls, is 
Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem ſung , 
To ſhepherds watching at their folds-by night, „ 
And told, them the Meſſiah now was. born 24 
Where they might ſee him, and to thee they canye, 
Directed. to the manger where thou lay t, 
A (tar, not ſeen hefore, in Heav'n appearing, * 
Guided, the wilg men thither from the gſt, 259 
To, hongr thee with incenſe, myrrb, and gold, 6 
By whole bright courſe led on they fo 88 place, 
Affirmipg it thy ſtar new grav'n in 4 IX 
By which they knew the King of Lfragl born. 
Juſt Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn'd 255 
By vifion, faund thee in the temple”, and ſpake , Þ 
Before the altar and the veſted: prieid, «. 9 
Like things of thee to all that preſent ſtood, ' 
This having-.heard, trait I again revolv'd "v7 
The law and/prophets, {ſearching what was writ 269 
Concerning the Meſſiah, to our ſeribes. 
Known partly, and ſoon found of whom they ſpakg Þ 
Jam; this chiefly, that my way mult lie 
B 
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Through many a hard aſſay ev'n to the deat 

Ere I the promis'd T can 8 26 

Or work redemption for mankind, whoſe fins 

Full weight muſt be transferr'd upon my head. 

Yet neither thus diſhearten'd or diſmay'd, 

The time prefix'd 1 waited, when behold 

The Baptiſt (of whoſe birth 1 oft had heard, 270 

Not knew by fight) naw come, who was to come 

Before Meiſiah and his way prepare, 

I as all others to his baptiſm came, 

Which L believ'd was from above; but he 

Strait knew me, and with loudeſt voice proclam'd 

Me him (for it was ſhown, him ſo from Heaven) 

Me him whoſe harbinger he was; and firſt 

Refus'd on me his baptiſm to confer, 

As much hisgreater, and was hardly won: 

But as I roſe out of the laving ſtream, 280 

Heaven open'd her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spi'rit deſcended on me like a dove, | 

And laſt the ſum of all, my Father's voice, 

Audibly heard from Heav'n, pronounc'd me his 

Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 28 | 

He was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more ſhould live obſcure, 

But openly begin, as beſt becomes 

h* authority which I deriv'd from Heaven. 

And now ” ſome ſtrong motion I am led 
Into this wilderneſs, to what intent 

I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know; 

For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 

So ſpake our Morning Star then in his riſe, 

And looking round on every fide beheld 295 

A pathleſs deſert, duſk with horrid ſhades; 

The way he came not having mark'd, return 

Was difficult, by human ſteps untrod; | 

And he ſtill on was led, but with ſuch thoughts 

Accompanied of things paſt and to come 300 

| Lodg'd in his breaſt, as well might recommend 
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ath, Such ſolitude before choiceſt ſociety. A 
26: Full forty days he paſs'd, whether on hill 4 

Y 9 Pometi mes, anon in ſhady vale, each night = 

head. nder the covert of ſome ancient oak, 308 Ax 


PR * * 7 


Dr cedar, to defend him from the dew, 


| . N 
Dr harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd: 


d, 270 or taſted human food, nor hunger felt | " 
o come Till thoſe days ended, hunger'd then at Jaſt 7% 
Among wild beaſts : they at his fight grew mild, g1o 
Nor ſlee ping him nor waking harm'd, his walk = 
| The fiery ſerpent fled, and noxious worm, 9 
lam'd The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof, I 
aven) But now an aged man in rural weeds, : 1 
Following, as ſeem'd, the queſt of ſome ſtray ewe. 
Or wither'd ſticks to gather, which might ſerve 31 
| Againſt a winter's day when winds blow keen, = 
280 Io warm him wet recurn'd from field at eve, 5 4 
ence He ſaw'approach,' who firſt with curious eye 
˖ perus'd him, then with words thus utter'd ſpake. 20 
. . Sir, w hat ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
e his, So far from path or road of men, who paſs Y 
28. In troop or caravan? for ſingle none LY 
time © Durſt ever, who return'd, and dropt not here | " 
Ire, His carcaſs, pin'd with hunger and with drouth. 325 1 j 
J aſk the rather, and the more admire, _ 
MT For that to me thou ſeem'ſt the man, whom late l 1 
290 Our new baptizing Prophet at the ford | = 
| Of Jordan honar'd ſo, and call'd thee Son = 
Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we ſometimes 9330 '- 
oh Who dwellthis wild,conftrain'd bywant,come forth | 
* To town or village nigh (nigheſt is far) - r= 
295 Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear, bs 
þ What happens new; fame alſo finds us out. 2 
To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither,ĩ 
Will bring me hence; no other guide I ſeek. 3385 
hts By miracle he may, reply'd the ſwain, = 
309 What other way I ſee not, for we here 4 
nd Live on\tough roots and ubs, to thirſt inur'd | 


More than the camel, and to drink go far, 340 1 
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Men to much miſery and hardſhip born; 
Bat if thou be the Son of God, command 


4 | That out of theſe hard ſtones be made thee bread, 


So ſhalt thou fave thyſelf and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched ſeldom taſte. 345 
He ended, and the Son of God reply*d. 

Think*ſt thou ſuch force in bread ? is it not written 
Tor I diſcern thee other than thou feem'ſt) 

Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 350 
Our-fathers here with Manna? in the mount 
Mofes was forty days, nor eat nor drank; 

And forty days Elijah without food 

Wander'd this barren waſte; the fame I now: 
Why doſt thou then ſuggeſt to me diſtruſt, 335 
Knowing who I am, as 1 know. who thou art ? 

Whom thus anſwer'd th* Arch-Fiend now un- 

WTis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, [diſguis'd. 
Who leagu'd with millions more in raſh revolt 
Kept not my happy ſtation, but was driven 360 
With them from bliſs to the bottomleſs deep, 

Yet to that hideous place not ſo confin'd 

By rigor unconniving, but that oft 

Leaving my dolorous priſon I enjoy 

Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 365 
Or range in th* air, nor from the Heav'n of Heav'ns 
Hath he excluded my refort ſometimes. 

I came among the ſons of God, when he 

Gare up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth; 370 
And when to all his Angels he propos'd 
o draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 

I undertook that office, and the tongues 

Ok all his flattering prophets glibb'd with lies 373 
To his deſtruction, as I had in charge, | 
For what he bids {| do; though I have loſk 
Muc h luſtre of my native brightneſs, loſt 
To be belov'd of God, I have not loſt 


leav'ns 


s 975 


What I ſee excellent in good, or fair, 


Nor lightens ought each man's peculiar load. 


Deſervedly thou griev'ſt, compos'd of lies 


As a poor miſerable captive thrall 
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Book 1. 
To love, at leaſt contemplate and admire + 


Or virtuous} I ſhould ſo have laſt. all ſenſes: lidl 
What can be then leſs in me than deſire 
To ſee thee and approach thee, whom I knaw: 7 .: 


Declar'd the Son of God, to beat attenunt 4385 
Thy wiſdom,- and behold thy. Godlike deeds? 
Men generally think me much a-foe & 141" a 
To all mankind: why ſhould: I 2:they to me 
Never did: wrong or violence; by them * 
I loſt not what I loſt, rather by them 3890 
F gain'd what I have gain' d, and with them dwel 
Copartner in theſe: regions of the world, 
If not diſpoſer; lend them oft my aid, ; 
Oft my advice by preſages and ſigus, * 
And anſwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 395 
Whereby they may direct their future life. 


Envy they ſay excites me, thus to gain 
Companions of my miſery and woe. | + 
At firſt it may be; but long ſince with woe 
Nearer acqueinted, now I feel. by proof, 400 
That fellowſhip in pain divides not ſ.nart, * 
Small conſolation then, were man adjoin'd: 
This wounds me moſt (what can it lels ) that man, 
Man fall'n ſhall be reſtor'd, I never more. 0 
To whom our Saviour ſternly thus reply'd. 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end?! 
Who boaſt'ſt releaſe from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns: thou com'ſt indeed, 410 


Comes to the place where he before had ſat 
Among the prime in ſplendor, now depos'd, 
Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpitied, Hunn'd, 
A ſpectacle of ruin or of ſcorn . 415 _- 
To all the hoſt of Heav'n: the happy place | 
Imparts to thee no happinels, no joy, Y 
Rather inflames thy 1 1 repreſenting 


12 PARADISE RECAIN'D. Bock 1, 

Loft bliſs, to thee no more communicable, | 
So never more in Hell than when in Heaven, 420 

Butthou art ſerviceable to Heav'n's King. ; 
Will thou impute t' obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleaſure to do ill excites ? 

What but thy malice mov'd thee to miſdeem 
Of righteous Job, then cruelly to? afflit him 425 
With all inflitions? but his patience won, 
The other ſervice was thy choſen taſk, 

To be a har in four hundred mouths ; 

For lying is thy ſuſtenance, thy food. 

Yet thou pretend'ſt to truth; all oracles 430 
By thee are giv'n, and what confeſs'd more true 
Among the nations; that hath been thy craft, 

By mixing ſomewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy anſwers, what but dark, 

. Ambiguous and with double ſenſe deluding, 435 
Which they who aſk'd have ſeldom underſtood, 
And not well underſtood as good not known ? 
Who ever by conſulting at thy ſhrine 
Return'd the wiſer, or the more infirut 
To fly or follow what concern'd him moſt, 440 
And run not ſooner td his fatal ſnare ? | 
For God hath juſtly giv'n the nations up 
Jo thy deluſions; juſtly, ſince they fell 

Idolatrous; but when his purpoſe is 

Among them to declare his providence 445 
To thee not kno un, whence haſt thou then thy truth, 
But from him or his Angels preſident 

In every province) who themſelves diſdaining 

T' approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What to the ſmalleſt tutle thou ſhalt ſay 


30 
To thy adorers; thou with trembling fear, 2 
Or like a fawning paraſite obey'ſt; 

Then to thyſelf aſcrib'ſt the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory ſhall be ſoon retrench'd; 

No more ſhalt thou by oracling abuſe 435 


The Gentiles; henceforth oracles are ceas'd, 
And thou no more with pomp and facrifice 


435 


To tread his ſacred courts, and miniſter 
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Shalt be inquir'd at Delphos or elſewhere, 
At leaſt in vain, for they ſhall find thee mute. 
God hath now ſent his living oracle 460 
Into the world to teach bis final will, N 
And ſends his Spi'rit of truth henceforth to dwell 
In pious hearts, an inward oracle | | 
To all truth requiſite for men to know, F 
So ſpake our Saviour; but the ſubtle Fiend, 465 
Though inly ſtung with anger and diſdain, 
Diſſembled, and this anſwer ſmooth return'd. - 
Sharply thou haſt inſiſted on rebuke, 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which-not will 
But miſery hath wreſted from me: where 470 
Eaſily canſt thou find one miſerable, . 
And not enforc'd oft-times to part from truth ; 
If it may ſtand him more in ſtead to lie, 
Say and unſay, feign, flatter, ot abjure ? | 
But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; 4738 
From thee I can and muſt ſubmiſs indure 
Check or reproof, and glad to *ſcape ſo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, | 
Smooth on the tongue diſcours'd, pleaſing to th'ear, 
And tuneable as ſylvan pipe or ſong; 480 
What wonder then if I delight to hear 0M 
Her diQates from thy mouth? moſt-men admire 
Virtue, who follow not her lore: permit me 
To hear thee when I come (ſince no man comes) 
And talk at leaſt, though I deſpair to! attain. 485 
Thy Father, who is holy, wiſe and pure, = 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieſt - ; 


About his altar, handling holy things, 
Praying or vowing, and vouchſaf'd his voice 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 
Inſpir'd; diſdain not ſuch acceſs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter'd brow, 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy ſcope, 


40 
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I bid not or forbid; do as thou find' ſt 


5 
Permiſſion from above; thou canſt not more. A 2 
He added not; and Satan bowing low | 

His gray diſſimulation, diſappear'd | | * 


Into thin air diffus'd: for now began 

Night with her ſullen wings to double-ſhade 500 
The deſert; fowls'in their clay neſts were couch'd; 
And now wild beaſts came forth the'woods to roam, 


„ 


The End of the Firſt Bock. 
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e 1 
Ma while the new-bapriz'd, who yet res. -1 


main*d 

At Jordan with the Baptiſt, and had ſeen 
Him whom they heard ſo late expreſly call'd 
Jeſus Meſſiah Son of God declar'd, 
And on that high authority had- believ'd, or” 
And with him talk'd, and with him. lodg- d, I mean 2 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known, 
With others though in holy wiit not nam'd, 
Now miſſing him their joy fe lately found, | 
So lately found, and fo ae gone, 10 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, x 
And as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt: 
Sometimes they though» he might be only ſhown, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Moſes was in the mount, and miſſing long: 15 
And the great Thiſbite, who on hery wheels ; 
Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thoſe young prophets then with care 
Sought loſt Elijah, ſo in each place theſe ; 
Nigh to Bethabara; in Jericho ' 20 
The city? of palms, Anon, and Salem old, | 
M-cherus, and each town or city wall'd S 
On this ſide the broad lake Genezarety 
Or in Peræa; but return'd in vain. | 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 235. 
Where winds with reeds and oſiers whiſp'ring 9 ; 
Plain fiſhermen, no greater men them call, 
Cloſe in a cottage low together got, 
Their unexpected loſs and plaints out breath'd, ö 

Alas, from what high hope to what relapſe. 30 
Unlook'd for are we fall'n! our eyes beheld 
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Meſſiah certainly now come, ſo long 

ExpeRed of our fathers; we have heard | 
His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth; 
Now, now, for ſure, deliverance is at hand, 35 
The kingdom ſhall to Iſrael be reſtor'd : | 
Thus we rejoic'd, but ſoon our joy is turn'd 

== Into perplexity and new amaze : 

For whicher is he gone, what accident 


© After appearance, and again prolong 

Dur expeftation ? God of Iſrael, 

= Send thy Meſſiah forth, the time is come; 

= Behold the kings of il.“ earth how they oppreſs 
Thy choſen, to what highth their pow'r unjuſt 45 
They have exalted, and behind them caſt 
All fear of _ ariſe and yindicate : - | 

| Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 

= "4x lot wh wait; 3 he halte peffarm d, 

Sent his Anninted, and to us reveal'd him, 50 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and ſhpwn ' 

In public, and with him we have cnnvers'd; 

\ Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

ly on his providence; he will not fail, 

l Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 33 

Mock us wich his bleſt ſight, then ſnatch him hence; 

Soon we ſhall ſee our hope, our joy return. 


To find whom at the firſt they found unſought : 
But to bis mother Mary, when ſhe aw 60 
Others return'd from baptiſm, not her ſon, 

Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none, 
Within herbreaſt though calm,herbreaſt though pure, 

{Motherly. cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Sometroubled thoughts, which ſhe in ſighs thus clad, 

--  O what-avails me now thas honor igh 66 

—_ To'have conceiv'd of God, or that ſalute 
H. if highly fayor'd, among women bleſt! 

= - While Ito ſorrows'am no leſs advanc'd, 


4 1 Wy * * 


Hath rapt him from us? will he now retire 40 


Thus they out of their plaints new hope reſume 
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nd fears as eminent, above the lot 70 
N Of other women, by che birth 1 bore, 

th; n ſuch a ſeaſon born when ſcarce a ſhed 

Cauld be obmin'd to ſhelter him or me 

From the bleak air; a ſtable was our warmth, 

A manger his; yet ſoon enforc'd to fly 75 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd*rous king 


Were dead, who ſought his life, and miſſing fll'd 
With infant blood the ſtreets of Bethlehem; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth g 
Hath been our dwelling many years; his life 80 
Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, | 
eſs Little ſuſpicious to any king; but now «4 
uſt 45 Full grown o man; acknowledg'd, as I hear, 
By John the Raptift, and in public ſhown, 
Son own'd from Heaven by his Father's voice; 85- 
J bok'd for ſome great change; to honor ? no, 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, ' 
50 That to the fall and riſing he ſhould be 
| Of many in Iſrael: and to a fign * METS 
Spoken againſt, that through my very ſoul 90 
A ſword ſhall pierce; this is my favor'd lot, 
| My exaltation to afflictions hig); | 
I. $55 Afflicted I may be, it ſeems, and bleſt; 
e; Iwill not argue that, nor will repine. | 
I But where delays he now? ſome great intent 95 
ſame Conceals him: when twelve years he ſcarce bad ſeen, 
ht: I loſt him, but ſo found, 2s well I faw: | 
60 He could not loſe himſelf; but went about 
| His Father's buſineſs; what he meant 1 mus'd, 
Since underſtand; much more his abfence now 100 
1 pure, | Thus long to ſome great purpoſe he obſcures. 
J But I to wait with patience am inur'd; 
s clad. I My heart hath been a ftore-houſe long of things 
66 And ſay'ings laid up, portending ſtrange events. 
Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft to mind 105 
| Recalling what remarkably had paſs'd | 
Since firſt her ſalutation heard, with thoughts 
Meckly compos'd awaited the fulfilling ; 
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How to pen Fe to dams beſprs hi beſt ; . 
His end of being on earth, and miſſion Wh 
or Satan with fly preface to return 


"215 
Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 1435 
Where all his urmp r m.cquncil fat; - 
There without ſign of boaſt, or fign of joy, 
Solicitous and blank he thus began. 120 


Princes, Heav'n's ancient Sons, ethereal Thrones, 
Demonian Spirits now, from th' gewent 
Each of his reign allotted, righther call d 
wh rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, 
o may we hold our place and theſe mild ſeats 125 
Without new trouble; ſuch an enemy 
Is riſen to inyade us, who no leſs | 
Threatens than our expulſion down. to. Hell; 
A. as I undertook, and-.withthe. vote 5 
Conſenting in fuil frequence was impower'd, 190 
Have found him, viewid him, taſted him, ha fi 
Far other labor to be undergone... | 
Than when I dealt with Adam firſt of Men, * 5 
Though Adam by his wife's allurement, fell 
However to this man inferior far, = 135 
If he be man by mother's ſide at leaſt, et 
With more than human gifts fram Heav'n ada d, 
PerfeQions abſolute, - graces divine, MIT 
And amplitude of mind to greateit. deeds, u 251 
Therefore I am retura'd, leſt confidence 240 
Of my ſucceſs with a: w Paradiſe; es 162 
Deceive ye to perſuaſion ovet-ſure 99 60 
Ot like ſucceeding here; I ſummon all 
Rather to be in readineſs, with hand 
Or counſel to aſſiſt; leſt I who efft 1 
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G ook, Il. 
So ſpake th* old Serpent doubting, and "nc all 
ith clamor was aſſur'd.their utmoſt aid 
At his command; when from amidſt them ane , 
Belial, the difſoluteſt Spi'rit that fell, 


459 

The ſenſualleſt, and after, Aſmodai þ 1 
The ſleſhlieſt Incubus, and thus advis'd. 

Set women in his eye, and in his walk, . 1 

Among daughters of men the faireſt bund s 4 

Many are in each region paſſing fair 155 


As the noon ſky; more like to Goddeſſes 8 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and diſcreet, +59 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty with mild oY 
And ſweet allay*d, yet terrible t' approach, 160 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw 1.41 
Hearts after them tangled 1 in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the pow'r to ſoft'n and tame: 
Severelt temper, ſmooth the rugged ſt — 1 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope — 7 
Draw out with credulous deſire, and —_ 
At will the manlieſt, reſoluteſt F iT 
As the magnetic hardeſt iron draws. | F 
Women, when nothing elſe, beguil'd the Ry 
Of wiſeſt Solomon, and made him build, 121 170 
And made him bow tothe Gods of his wives. 
To whom quick anſwer Satan thus zeturn d. 
Belial, in much uneven ſcale thou ought | 
All others by thyſelf; becauſe of old 71 
Thou thyſelf doat'dft on womankind, admiring 1 75 
Their ſhape, their color, and attractive grace, 
None are, thou think'ft, but taken with ſuch (0B; 
Before the flood thou with thy lulty crew, . 
Falſe titled. ſons of God, roaming the eartngn 
Caſt wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 180 
And coupled with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not ſeen, ot by relation heard, 
In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'ſt, 
In wood or grove hy moſſy fountain ſide, 


In valley or green meadow, to way-lay © -- 185 
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Remember that Pellean canqueror, 
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Some beauty rare, Caliſto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 1 
Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay'ft thy ſcapes on names ador'd, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 
Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan ? But theſe haunts 
Delight not all; among the ſons of men, 

How many have with a ſmile made ſmall account 
Of beauty and her lures, eaſily ſcorn'd 

All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 


Book I; 


195 


A youth, how all the beauties of the eaſt 
He lightly view'd, and lightly overpals'd ; 
How he firnam'd of Africa diſmiſs'd 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid, 
For Solomon, he liv'd at eaſe, and full 

Of honor, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher defign than to enjoy his fate; | 
Thence to the bait of women lay expos'd 3: _ 
But he whom we attempt is wiſer far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 
Made and ſet wholly on th' accompliſhment 
Of greateſt things; what woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 
On whom' bis leiſure will vouchſafe an eye 
Of fond deſire ? or ſhould ſhe confident, 


200 


210 


As fitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 


Deicend with all her winning charms begirt 
T' 'enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, ſo fables tell; 
How would one look from his majeſtic brow 
Seated as on the top of virtue's hill, 
Diſcount'nance her deſpis'd, and put to rout 
All her array; her female pride dejett, 

Or turn to reverent awe? for beauty ſtands 
In th' admiration only of weak minds 


215 


220 


. Led captive; ceaſe to' admire, and all her plumes 


Fall flat and ſhrink into a trivial toy, 


At every ſudden lighting quite abaſh'd ; 
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herefore with manlier objects we muſt try 229 
His conſtancy, with ſuch as have more ſhow 
Of worth, of honor, glory', and popular praiſe; 
Rocks whereon greateſt men have ofteſt wreck'd; 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfy. 

al » defires of nature, not beyond ; 290 


ok It; 


dor'd, 

199 * | 
| Aud now I know he hungers where no food 
Is 'to be found, in the wide wilderneſs; 
The reſt commit to me, I ſhall let paſs 
No? advantage, and his ſtrength as oft aſlay. 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclame 3 
Then forthwith to him takes a choſen band 
Of Spirits likeſt to himſelf in guile 
To be at haiid, and at his beck appear, 
If cauſe were to unfold ſome active ſcene | 
Of various perſons, each to know his part; 240 
Then to the deſert takes with theſe his flight; 
Where fiill from ſhade to ſhade the Son of God 
After forty days faſting had remain'd, 
Now hungring firſt, and to himſelf thus ſaid. 

TTY | Where will this end? four times ten days I've paſs'd 
_-*. EWand'ring this woody maze, and human food 246 


ccount 


195 


t Vor taſted; not had appetite; that faſt 
nd, To virtue [| impute not, or count part 
e; Of what 1 ſuffer here; if nature need not, 
210 [Or God ſupport nature without repaſt 230 


Though needing, what praiſe is it to indure ? 

But now I feel 1 Hunger, which declares 

Nature hath need of what ſhe afks; yet God 

Can ſatisfy that need ſome other way, | 
215 [Though hunger ſtill remain: ſo it remain 25g 


w Without this body's waſting, I content me, 

| And from the ſting of famin fear no harm, 

t Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
| Me hungring more to do my Father's will. | 
220 It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 26a 


Icommun'd in ſilent walk, then laid him dowg 
lumes Under the hoſpitable covert nigh | 
1 Of trees thick interwoven; there he ſlept, 


22 - 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreſhment ſweet; 
Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith ſtood 266 
And ſaw the ravens with their horny beaks © 
Food to Elijah bringing ev'n and morn, [bronght : 
Though ravenous, taught t'abſtain from what they 
He ſaw'the prophet alſo how he fled 270 
Into the deſert, and how there he ſlept | 
Under a juniper; then how awak'd, 

He found his ſupper on the (coals prepar'd, 

And by the Angel was bid riſe and eat, 

And eat the ſeeond time after repoſe, 275 
The ſtrength whereof ſufhc'd him forty days; 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, © 


Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe. 


Thus wore out night, and now the herald lar 
Left his ground-neſt, high tow'ring to deſcry, 289 
The morn's approach, and greet her with his ſong; 
As lightly from his graſſy couch up roſe 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, © 
Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his ſteps he rear'd, ”” WET 
From whoſe high top to ken the proſpect round, 
If cottage were in view, ſheep-cote'br herd; 
But cottage, herd, or ſheep-cote none he ſaw, 
Only” in a bottom ſaw a pleaſant grove, 
With chaunt of tuneful birds reſounding loud; 290 
Thither he bent his way, determin'd there 
To reſt at noon, and enter'd foon the ſhade 
High rooft, and walks beneath, -and alleys brown, 
That open'd in the midſt a woody ſcene; 
Nature's on work it ſeem'd (nature taught art)2g5 
And to a ſuperſtitious eye the haunt EYED 
Of Wood Gods and Wood-Nymphs; he view'd it 
When ſuddenly a man before him food, [round, 


Not ruſtic as before, but ſeemlier clad, 


As one in city', or court, or palace bred, 00, 
y 3 


And with fair ſpeech theſe words to him addreſs'd. 
With granted leave officious I return, | 
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ook IT; Work 1. PARADISE REGATN'D. 2 
„ Put much more wonder that the Son of Cod 
ſweet; In this wild ſolitude fo long ſhou!d bide- 
bod 266 pf all things deſtitute, and well I know, 305 
* fot without hunger, Others of ſome note, 424 
s ſtory tells, have'trode this wilderneſs; * 
4s fugitive bond - woman with her ſon 
Jut-caſt Nebaioth; yet found here relief 
zy a providing Angel; all the race gto 
DF Iſrael here had famiſh'd, had not Gd 
Rain'd from Heav' n Manna; and that Fropietbold . 
ative of Thebez w and'ring here was fed 5 


rought: 
hat they 
270 


275 Nice by a voice inviting him to eat: N 

58 Df thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 315 
. Forty and more deſerted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jeſus. What conclud'ſt thou dcher 
lark © Whey all had need, I as thou ſeeſt have none. 
:ry, 280 . Ho haſt thou hunger then? Satan reply'd. 
is ſong: Tell me if food were now before thee ſet; 320 

ould'ſt thou not eat? Thereafter as I like 

| Hip he giver, anſwer'd Jeſus. Why ſhould that 
EE auſe thy refuſal ? ſaid the ſubtle Fiend. . 


285 Haſt thou not right to all created things? 
ound, IOve not all creatures by juſt right to thee g25 
5 Duty and ſervice not to lay” till bid, an! 
W, But tender all their pow'r? nor mention TI 

Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd firſt 
ud; 290 To idols, thoſe young Daniel eould refuſe; | 
© Nor proffer'd by an enemy, though who - 330 
e Would ſcruple that, wich Want oppreſs'd ? Behold: 
brown, [Nature aſham'd, or better to expreſs,  - - 

Troubled that thou ſhould'ſt hunger, ha! þ purvey'd' A 
art)295 From all the elements her choicelt ſtore 

| To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 335 
iew'd it Wich honor, only deign to ſit and eat. 
ſround, He ſpake no dream, for as his words had end, 2 

P0)ur Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 0 
goo, In ample ſpate under the broadeſt lade 
drels'd. BA table richly ſpread, in regal mode, 840 
| I Withdiſhes pil'd, and meats öf nobleſt fort 
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And ſavor; beaſts of chaſe, or fowl of game, 
In paſtry built, or from the ſpit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber-ſteam'd ; all fiſh from ſea or ſhore, 
Freſhet, or purling brook, of ſhell or fin, 
And exquiſſteſt name, for which was drain'd 

ontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coaſt. 
Alas how ſimple, to theſe cates compat'd, 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve! 
And at a ſtately {ide-board”by the wine! 
That fragrant ſmell diffus'd, in order ſtood ! 
Tall ſtripling youths rich clad, of fairer hue 
| Than Ganymed or Hylas; diſtant more 
Under the trees now tripp'd, now ſolemn ſtood 
Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 355 
With fruits and flowr's from Amalthea's horn, 
And ladies of th' Heſperides, that ſeem d 
Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince 
Of faery damſels met in foreſt wide 

y knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

ancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore: 
And all the while harmonious airs were heard 
Of chiming ſtrings, or charming pipes, and winds 
Of gentleſt gale Arabian odors fann'd 
From their ſoft wings, and Flora's earlieſt ſmells 365 
Such was the ſplendor, and the Tempter now 
His invitation earneſily renew'd. 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat? 
Theſe are not fruiis forbidden; no interdi& 
Defends the touching of theſe viands pure; 370 
Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, 
But life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, 

Hunger, with ſweet reſtorative delight. 

All theſe are Spi'rits of air, and woods, and ſprings, 
Thy gentle miniſters, who come to pay 375 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord : 

What doubr'ſt thou Son of God ? fit down and eat. 

To whom thus Jeſus temp'rately rep! d. 

Said'ſt thou not that to all things I had right? 
And who withholds my pow'r chat tight to uſe 7 350 


350 
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Shall I receive by gift what of my own, | 

When and where likes me. beſt, I can command? 

I can at will, doubt not, as ſoon as thou, 

Command a table in this wilderneſs, 

And call ſwift flights of Angels miniſtrant 385 

Array'd in glory on my cup to' attend: 

Why ſhouldſt thou then obtrude this diligence, 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hunger what haſt thou to do? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contemn, 390 

And count thy ſpecious gifts no gifts but guiles, 
To whom thus anſwer'd Satan malecontent, 

That I have alſo pow'r to give thou ſeeſt, 

If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 


What I might have beftow'd on whom I pleas'd, 395 


And rather opportunely in this place 
Choſe to impart to thy. apparent need, 
Why ſhouldtt thou not accept it? but I ſee 
What I can do or offer is ſuſpe&Q; 


Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe, 400 
Whoſe pains have earn'd the far fet ſpoil. With that 


Both table and proviſion vaniſh'd quite 
With ſound of harpies wings, and talons heax; 
Only th' impertune Tempter ſtill remain'd, 


And with theſe words his temptation purſu'd, 406 


By hunger, that each other creature tames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd; 
Thy temperance invincible beſides, 

For no allurement yields to appetite, 

And all thy heart is ſet on high deſigns, 419 
High actions; but where with to be acbiev'd ? 
Great acts require great means of enterpriſe; 

Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 

A carpenter thy father known, thyſelf 

Bred up in poverty and {traits at home, 415 
Loſt in a deſert here and hunger - bit: 

Which way or from what hope doſt thou aſpire 
To greatneſs ? whence authority deriv'ſt ? 

What followers, what 8 canſt thou gain, 
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Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 420 
Longer than thou canſt feed them on thy coſt ? 
Money brings honor, friends, conqueſt, and realms : 

= What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, | 

Aud his ſon Herod plac'd on Juda's throne, 424 
(Thy throne)_but gold that got him puiſſant friends ? 
Therefore, if at great things thou would'ſt arrive, 
Get riches firſt, get wealth, and treaſure heap, 

Not difficult; if thou hearken to me; 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 

They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain, 430 
While virtue, valor, wiſdom fit in want. 

1 To whom thus Jeſus patiently reply'd. 
ret wealth without theſe three is impotent 

TI «] gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd. 

Witneſs thoſe ancient empires of the earth, 435 
In highth of all their flowing wealth diſſolv'd: 
But men indued with theſe bave oft attain'd 

In loweſt poverty to higheſt deeds; 

Gideon, and Jephtha, and the ſhepherd lad, 
Whole ofspring on the throne of Judah ſat 440 
So many ages, and ſhall yet regain 

That feat, and reign in Ifracl without end. 
Among the Heathen, (for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy? of memorial) canſt thou not remember 445 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus ? 

For I eſteem thoſe names of men ſo poor 


Riches though offer'd from the hand of kings. 
And what in me ſeems wanting, but that I 450 
May alſo in this poverty as ſoon 

Accompliſh what they did, perhaps and more ? 
Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, 

The wiſe man's cumbrance if not {nare, more apt 
To ſlacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 
Than prompt her to do ought may merit praiſe. 
What if with like averſion I reject 

Riches and realms; yet not for that a cron, 


Who could do mighty thifgs, and could contemn 
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Book II. PARADISE REGAIN'D.. 27 
Golden in ſhow, is but a wreath of thorns,  . 3 
Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and ſleepleſs nights 
To him who wears the regal diadem, 46L 
When on his ſhoulders each man's burden lies; 
For therein ſtands the office of a king, 

His honor, virtue, merit and chief praiſe, | 
That for the public all this 2 he bears. 465 
Yet he who reigns within bimſelf, and rules : 
Paſſions, defires, and fears, is more a king; 
Which every wiſe and virtuous man attainsz 

And who attains not, ill aſpires to rule 
Cities of men, or head-fſtrong multitudes, 479 
Subject himſelf to anarchy within, 1 
Or lawlels paſſions in him which he ſerves. 


But to guide nations in the way of truth 


By ſaving doctrin, and from error lead | 
To know, and knowing worſhip God aright, 473 
Is yet more kingly; this attraRs the ſoul, 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 

That other o'er the body only reigns, 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind 

So reigning can be no ſincere delight. 480 
Beſides to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 

Far more magnanimous, than to aſſume. 

Riches are needleſs then, both for themſelves, 


And for thy reaſon why they ſhould be ſought, 485 


To gain a ſcepter, ofteſt better miſs'd, 


The End of the Second Book, 
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I. 


z l ; Bo ſpake the Son pf God, and Satan ſtood 


A while as mute confounded what to ſay, 
What to reply, confuted and convinc'd 
Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift;. 
At length collecting all his ſerpent wiles, 
With ſoothing words renew'd, him thus accoſts. 

T ſee thou know'ſt what is of uſe to know, 
What beſt to fay canſt ſay, to do canſt do; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 10 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt, the perfect ſhape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth conſult, 
Thy counſel would be as the oracle | 
Urim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breaſt; or tongue of ſeers old 15 
Infallible: or wert thou ſought to deeds 
That might require th? array of war, thy {kill 
Of conduct would be ſuch, that all the world 
Could not ſuſtain thy proweſs, or ſubſilt 


In battel, though againſt thy few in arms. 20 
| Theſe God like virtucs wherefore doſt thou hide, 


Affecting private life, or more obſcure 
In ſavage wilderneſs? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyſelf 


The fame and glory, glory the reward 25 


That ſole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moſt erected ſpi'rits, moſt temper'd pure 
Ethereal, who all pleaſures elſe deſpiſe, : 
All treaſures and all gain eſteem as droſs, 
nd dignities and pow'rs all but the higheſt? go 
Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe; the ſon 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe 
Won Aſia, and the throge of Cyrus held 


x 


25 


? 30 
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For empire's ſake, nor empire to affect 45 


Recount his praiſes: thus he did to Job, 


At his diſpoſe; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride; young Pompey quell'd 35 
The Ponuc king, and in triumph had rode. x 
Yet years, and to rige years judgment mature, i 
Quench not the thirſt of glory, but aügment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, | 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 40 nl 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long 
Inglorious: but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doſt perſuade me to ſeck wealth 


For glory's ſake by all thy argument. 

For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 

The peoples praiſe, if always praiſe unmix'd ? * 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
A miſceltaueous rabble, who extol ſ[praiſe? J 
Things vulgar, and well weigh'd, ſcarce worth the 
They praiſe, and they admire they know not what, 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by ſuch extoll'd, | 

To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 55 
Of whom to be diſprais'd were no ſmall praiſe? 
His lot who dares be ſingularly good, 

Th' intelligent among them and the wiſe 

Are few, and glory ſcarce of few is rais'd. 

This is true glory and renown, when God 60 
3 on th' earth, with approbation marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him through Heaven 
To all his Angels, who with true applauſe | 


When to extend his fame through Heav'n and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may'it well remember, 66 
He aſk'd thee, Hait thou ſeen my ſervant ſob? 
Famous he was in Heav'n, on Earth lefs known 
Where glory is falſe glory, attributed 23 
To things not glorious, men not worthy” of fame. 
They err who count it glorious to ſubdue 71 
By conqueſt far and 8 * to over · run | 
| 3 


- 
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Large countries, and in field great battels win, 

Great cities by aſſault; what do theſe worthies, 

But rob and ſpoil, burn, laughter, and inſlave 75 


_ Pcaccable nations, neighb'ring, or remote, 


Made captive, yet deſerving freedom more 
Than thoſe their conquerors, who leave behind 


% Mo thing but ruin whereſoc'er they rove, 


And all che floriſhing works of peace deſtroy, 80 
Then {well with 2 14 and muſt be titled Gods, 
Great Benefactors of mankind, Deliverers, 
Worſhip't with temple, prieit and facrifice; 

One is the ſon of Jove, of Mars the other; 

Till conqu'ror Death diſcover them ſcarce men, 83 
Rolling in brutiſh vices, and deform'd, | 
Violent or ſhameful death their due reward. 


But if there be in glory ought of good, CA 
It may by means far different be attain'd 
—_ Without ambition, war, or violence; 90 


By deeds of peace, by wiſdom eminent, 

By patience, temperance: I mention ſtill ; 
Him whom thy wrongs with ſaintly patience borne 
Made famous in a land and times obſcure; 

Who names not now with honor patient Job? gz 


Voor Socrates (who next more memorable ?) 


By what be taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, 


| Il For tcuth's ſake ſuffering death, unjuſt, lives now 


Equal in fame to proudeſt conquerors, 

Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, 100 
Ought ſuffer'd; if young African for fame 

His waſted country freed from Punic rage, 


2 Wil The deed becomes unprais'd, the man at leaſt, . 


And loſes, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall 1 ſeek glory then, as vain men ſeek, + SO 
Oft not deſerv'd ? I ſeek not mine, but his 


Vo ſent me', and thereby witneſs whence I am. 


To whom the Tempter murm'ring thus reply'd. 


"7 4 Think not ſo ſlight of glory; therein leaſt 


Reſembling thy great Father ; he ſeeks glory, 110 


1 I | And for his glory all things made, all things 
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Freely; of whom what could he leſs expect 
Than glory' and benediQion, that is thanks, : 


Vet ſo much bounty is in God, ſuch grace, 


— 
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Orders and governs; nor content in Heaven * 
By all his Angels glorify'd, requires ; 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad, ; 
Wiſe or unwiſe, no difference, no exemption; 145 
Above all ſacrifice, or hallow-'d gift | 
Glory” he requires, and glory he receives. 
Promiſcuous from all nations, Jew, or Creek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declar'd; 

From us his foes pronounc'd glory” he ex as, 120 

To whom our Saviour fervently reply J. 

And reaſon; fince his word all things produc'd, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
But to ſhow forth his goodneſs, and impart - 
His good communicable to every ſoul 125 


The ſlighteſt, eaſieſt, readieſt recompenſe 
From them who Chuld return him nothing elſe, | 
And not returning that would likelieſt render 130 | 
Conterapt inſtead, diſhonor, obloquy ? 
Hard recompenſe, unſuitable return 
For ſo much good, ſo much beneficence. 
But why ſhould man ſeek glory, who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 135 
But condemnation, ignominy”, and ame? 
Who for ſo many benefits receiv'd 
Turn'd recreant to God, ingrate and falſe, - 
And ſo of all true good himſelf deſpoil'd, 
Yet, ſacrilegious, to himſelf would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs; 


That who advance his glory, not their own, 
Them he himſelf to glory will advance. 

So ſpake the Son of God; and here again 
Satan had not to anſwer, but ſtood ſtruck 
With guilt of his own fin, for he himſelf 
Inſatiable of glory had loſt all, 

Yet of another plea bethought him ſoon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, ſaid he, ſo deem, 
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Worth or not worth the ſeeking, let it paſs: 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain'd 
To fit upon thy father Davia's throne; 
By mother's fide thy father; though thy right 
Be now in pow'rful hands, that will not part 355 
Eafily from poſſeſſion won with arms: 
1 now and all the promis'd land, 
educ'd a province KG a Roman yoke, 
Obeys Tiberius; nor is always rul'd 
With temp'rate ſway; oft have they violated 160 
The temple, oft the law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once | 


Antiochus: and think'ft thou to regain 


y right by fitting ſtill or thus retiring ? 
So did not Maccabeus : he indeed i165 
Retir*d unto the deſert, but with arms; 
And o'er a mighty king fo oft prevail'd, 
That by ſtrong hand his family obtain'd, 8 
Tho” prieſts, the crown, and David's throne uſurp'd, 
With Modin and her ſuburbs once content. 170 


If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 


And duty; zeal and duty are not flow; 

But on occaſion's forelock watchful wait. 

They themſelves rather are occaſion, beſt, 

Zeal of thy Father's houſe, duty to free 175 


= Thy country from her Heathen ſervitude; 


So ſhalt thou beſt fulfil, beſt verify 
The prophets old, who ſung thy endleſs reign; 


The happier reign the ſooner it begins; 


Reign then; what canſt thou better do the while? 
To whom our Saviour anſwer thus return'd. 
All things are beſt fulfill'd in their due time, 


And time there is ſor all things, Truth hath ſaid: 


If of my reign prophetic Writ hath told, | 
That it ſhall never end, ſo when begin 185 


Te Father in bis purpoſe hath decreed, 


He in whoſe hand all times and ſeaſons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I ſhall firſt 
Be try'di a bumble ſtate, and things adverſe, 
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Book III. PARADISE REGAIND. 83 
By tribulations, injuries, inſults, 190 
Contempts, and ſcorns, and ſnares, and violence, 
Suffering, abſtaining, quietlv expecting, 
Without diſtruſt or doubt, that he may know 
What I can ſuffer, how obey ? who beſt 
Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign, who firſt 293 
Well hath obey'd; juſt trial ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everlaſting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquilition ? . 200 
Know'ſt thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deſtruction? 

To whom the Tempter inly rack'd reply'd. 
Let that come when it comes; all hope is loſt+ 
Of my reception into grace; what worſe? 9205 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear: 
If there be worſe, the expectation more 
Of worſe torments me than the feeling can.” 
I would be at the worſt; worſt is my port, 
My harbour and my ultimate repoſe, 210 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime; whatever for itſelf condemn'd, 
And will alike be puniſh'd, whether thou 
Reign or reign not; though to that gentle browa1 g 
Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign, 
From that placid aſpeR and meek regard, 
Rather than aggravate my evil ſtate, 
Would ſtand between me and thy Father's ire | 
(Whoſe ire I dread more than the fire of Hell) 220 
A ſhelter and a kind of ſhading cool | 
Interpoſition, as a ſummer's cloud. 
If I then to the worſt that can be haſte, 
Why move thy feet ſo flow to what is beſt, 
Happieſt both to thyſelf and all the world, 225 
That thou who worthieſt art ſhould'ſt be their king ? 
Perhaps thou linger'ſt in deep thoughts detain'd 
Of ih“ enterpriſe ſo hazardous and high | 
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No wonder, for though in thee be united 
What of perfection can in man be found, 
Or human nature can receive, conſider 
Thylife hath yet been private, moſt part ſpent 
At home, ſcarce view'd the Galilean towns, 
And once a, year Jeruſalem, few days 234 
Short ſojourn; and what thence could'ſt thou obſerve! 
The world thou haſt not ſeen, much leſs her glory, 
Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, 
Beſt ſchool of beſt experience, quickeſt inſight 
In all things that to greateſt actions lead, 
The wiſeſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 
Timorous and loath, with novice modeity, 
(As he who ſeeking aſſes found a kingdom) 
Irreſolute, unhardy, unadventrous: 
But I will bring thee where thou ſoon ſhalt quit 
Thoſe rudiments, and fee before thine eyes 245 
The monarchies of th' earth, their pomp and ſtate, 
Sufficient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thyſelf fo apt, in regal arts, 
And regal myſteries, that thou may'ſt know 
How beſt their oppoſition to withſtand. 250 
With that(ſuch pow'r was giv'n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high, 
It was a mountain at whoſe verdant feet 
A ſpacious plain out-ſtretch'd in circuit wide 
Lay pleaſant; from his ſide two rivers flow'd, 255 
Th' one winding, th' other ſtrait, and left between 
Fair champain with leſs rivers intervein'd, 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the ſea; 
Fertil of corn the glebe, of oil and wine; 259 
With herds the paſtures throng'd, with flocks thehills: 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might ſeem 
The ſeats of mightieſt monarchs, and ſo large 
The proſpect was; that here and there was room 
For barren deſert fountainleſs and dry 
To this high mountain topthe Tempter brought263 
Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 
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Well have we-ſpeeded, and o'er hill and dale, 
Foreſt and field and flood, temples and toweis, 
Cut ſhorter many a league ; here thou behold'ſt 
Aſſyria and her empire's ancient bounds, - 270 
Araxes and the Caſpian lake, thence on + 
As far as Indus eafl, Euphrates weſt, 
And oft beyond; to ſouth the Perſian bay, 
And inacceſſible th* Arabian drouth : 
Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that firſt golden monarchy the ſeat, 
And feat of Salmanaſſar, whoſe ſucceſs 
Iſrael in long captivity ſtill mourns; ' 


275 


280 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 


Judah and all thy father David's houſe _ 
Led captive, and Jeruſalem laid waſte, 

Till Cyrus ſet them free; Perſepolis 

His city there thou ſeeſt, and Bactra there; 
Echatana her ſtructure vaſt there ſhows, 
And Hecatom pylos her hundred gates; 
There Suſa by Choaſpes, amber ſtream, 
The drink of none but kings; of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, 
The great Seleucia, Nifbis, and there 
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- Artaxata, Teredon, Cteſiphon, 


Turning with eaſy eye thou may'ſt behold. 
All theſe the Parthian, now ſome ages paſt, 
By great Arſaces led, who founded firſt 
That empire, under his dominion holds, 
From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 
And juſt in time thou com'ſt to have a view _ 
Of his great pow'r; for now the Parthian king 

In Cteſiphon hath gather'd all his hoſt 300 
Againſt the Scythian, whoſe incurſions wild 

Have waſted Sogdiana; io her aid 

He marches now in haſte ; ſee, though from far, 
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They ĩſſue forth, ſteel bows, and ſhaſts their arms 305 

Of equal dread in flight, or in purſuit; 

All horſemen, in which fight they moſt excel; 

how in warlike muſter they appear, 

In rhombs and wedges, and halt-moons, and wings, 
He Iook'd, and ſaw'what numbers numberleſs 310 

The city gates out-pour'd, light armed troops 

In coats of mail and military pride; 

In mail their horſes clad, yet fleet and ſtrong, 

Prauncing their riders bore, the flow'r and choice 

Of many provinces from bound to bound; 
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1 
From Arachoſia, from Candaor eaſt, * 
And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian dales, 

From Atropatia and the neighb'ring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the ſouth - $20 


Of Suſiana, to Baliara's haven. | 
He ſaw them in their forms of battel rang'd, 
How quick they wheel'd, and fly' ing behind them 
Sharp ſleet of arrowy ſhow'rs againſt the face [ſhot 
Of their purſuers, and overcame by flight; 925 
The field all iron caſt a gleaming brown: 
Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 
Cuiraſſiers all in ſteel for ſtanding fight, 
Chariots or elephants indors'd with towers 
Of archers, nor of lab'ring pioneers 

A multitude with ſpades and axes arm'd 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill, 
Or where plain was raiſe hill, or overlay 
With bridges rivers proud, as witha yoke ; 
Mules after theſe, camels and dromedaries, 
And waggons fravght with utenſils of war, 
Such forces met not, nor ſo wide a camp, 
When Agrican with all his northern powers 
Beſieg'd Albracca, as romances tell, | 
The city? of Gallaphrone, from thence to win 340 
The faireſt of her ſex Angelica 


His daughter, ſought by many proweſt knights, 
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Their fathers in the land of Egypt ſerv'd, 
This offer ſets before thee to deliver. 


Rook HI. PARADISE REGAIN'D. . 
Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. : 
Such and ſo numerous was their chivalry; _ 
At fight whereof the Fiend yet more preſum'd, 343 
And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'ſt know I ſeek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way ſecure 
On no light grounds thy ſafety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and ſhown 
All this fair ſight : thy kingdem though foretold 
By Prophet or by Angel, unleſs thou 
Endevor, as thy father David did, 
Thou never ſhalt obtain; prediction ſtill 
In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes means, 333 
Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 
But ſay thou wert poſſeſs'd of David's throne 
By free conſent of all, none oppoſit, 
Samaritan or Jew; how could'ſt thou hope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, 
Between two ſuch incloſing enemies 
Roman and Parthian? therefore one of theſe 
Thou muſt make ſure thy own, the Parthian firſt 
By my advice, as nearer, and of late 
Found able by invaſion to annoy 5 
Thy country', and captive lead away her kings 
Antigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, X 
Maugre the Roman : it ſhall be my taſk. 
To render thee the Parthian at diſpoſe; 2 
Chooſe which thou wilt by conqueſt or by league. 
By him thou ſhalt regain, without him not, 371 
That which alone can truly reinſtall thee 
In David's royal ſeat, his true ſucceſlor, 
Deliverance of thy brethren, thoſe ten tribes 
Whoſe ofspring in his territory yet ſerve, 
In Habor, and among the Medes diſpers'd; 
Ten ſons of Jacob, two of Joſeph loſt 
Thus long from Iſrael, ſerving as of old 
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Theſe if from ſervitude thou ſhalt reſtore 
To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 
Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
HS balt reign, and Rome or Cæſar not need fear. 38; 
„ To whom our Saviour anſwer'd thus unmov'd, 
Much oſtentation vain of fleſhly arm, | 
And fragil arms, much inſtrument of war 
Long in preparing, ſoon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes thou” haſt ſet; and in wy ear 390 
Vented much policy, and projects deep 

Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
Plauſible to the world, to me worth nought, 
Means I muſt uſe thou ſay'ſt, prediction elſe 
Will unpredict and fail me of the throne : 
My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheſt off) is not yet come; | 
When that comes, think not thou to find me lack 
On my part ought endevoring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumberſome 
Luggage of war there ſhown me, argument 
Of human weakneſs rather than of ſtrength, 
My brethren, as thou call'ſt them, thoſe ten tribes 
J muſt deliver, if I mean to reign | 
David's true heir, and his full ſcepter ſway 405 
To juſt extent over all Iſrael's ſons ; : 

But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Iſrael, or for David, or his throne, 7 
When thou ſtood'ſt up his tempter to the pride 
Of numb'ring Iſrael, which coſt the lives 

OF threeſcore and ten thouſand Iſraelites 

By three days peſtilence? ſuch was thy zeal 

To Iſrael then, the ſame that now to me. 

As for thoſe captive tribes, themſelves were they 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 
From God to worſhip calves, the deities 
Of Egypt, Baal next and Aſhtaroth, 

And all th' idolatries of Heathen round. 
Beſides their other worſe than heath'niſh crimes; 
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Nor in the land of their captivity : 
Humbled themſelves, or penitent beſought 


The God of their forefathers ; but ſo dy'd 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 

Like to themſelves, diſtinguiſhable ſcarce 

From Gentiles, but by circumciſion vain, 425 
And God with idols in their worſhip join'd. 
Should I of theſe the liberty regard, | 
Who. freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd, ; b 
Headlong would follow? ; and to their Gods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them ſerve -4 


Their enemies, who ſerve idols with God. 


Yet he at length, time to himſelf beſt known, 
Remembring Abraham, by ſome wond?cous call 
May bring them back repentant and ſincere, 
And at their paſling cleave th' Aſſyrian flood, 
While to their native land with joy they haſte, 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft, 
When to the promis'd land their fathers paſs*d; 
To his due time and providence I leave them. 440 
So ſpake Iſrael's true king, and to the Fiend. 
Made an{wer meet, that made void all his wiles, 
So fares it when with truth falſhood contends. 


The End of the Third Book, 
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1 — and troubled at his bad ſucceſs 

The Tempter ſtood, nor had what to reply, 
Diſcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the perſuaſive rhetoric 

That ſleek'd his tongue, and won ſo much on Eve, 5 
So litile here, nay loſt; but Eve was Eve, 

This far his over-match, who ſelf-deceiv'd 

And raſh, before-hand had no better weigh'd 
The ſtrength he was to cope with, or his own: 
But as a man who had been matchleſs held 10 
In cunning, over-reach'd where leaſt he thought, 
To ſalve his credit, and for very ſpite, 

Still will be tempting him who foils him ſtill, 
And never ceaſe, though to his ſhame the more; 
Or as a ſwarm of flies in vintage time, 1 


About the wine-preſs where ſweet muſt ts pour'd, 


Beat off, returns as oft with humming ſound; 

Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, 

Though all to ſhivers daſh'd, th' aſſault renew, 
Vain 1 and in froth or bubbles end; 20 
So Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 

Met ever, and to ſhameful ſilence brought, 

Yet gives not o'er though deſp'rate of ſucceſs, 

And his vain importunity purſues. 

He brought our Saviour to the weſtern ſide 25 


Of that bigh mountain, whence he might behold 


Another plais, long but in breadth not wide, 
Waſh'd by the ſouthern fea, and on the north 

To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, 

That ſcreen'd the fruits of thꝰ earth and ſeats of men 
From cold Septentrion blaſts, thence in the midſt 
Divided by a river, of whole banks 

On each ſide an imperial city ſtood, 

With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 
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n ſev'n ſmall hills, with palaces adorn'd, 

Porches and theatres, baths, aqueduRs, 

Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 
ardens and groves preſented to his eyes, 

Above the highih of mountains interpos'd: 

By what ſtrange parallax or optic ſkill 40 

Of viſion multiply*d through air, or glaſs 

f teleſcope, were curious to inquire? 

And now the Tempter thus his ſilence broke. 

The city which thou ſeeſt no other deem 


] 
ay han great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth | 
n Eve, ; {So far renown'd, and with the ſpoils enrich d 46 
Of nations; there the capitol thou ſceſt 
Above the reſt lifting his ſtately head | 
1d On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
DO Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, 50 
10 Th imperial palace, compaſs huge, and high 
ught, The ſtructure, {kill of nobleſt architects, 
With gilded battlements, conſpicuous far, 
ill, Turrets and terraſes, and glitt'ring ſpires, 
gore: Many a fair edifice beſides, more like "a 
15 ouſes of Gods. (ſo well I have diſpos'd 
our'd, IMy ery microſcope) thou may'ſt behold 
d; Outſide and inſide both, pillars and roofs, 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers | 
ew, In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 60 
20 Thence to the gates caſt round thine eye, and ſee 
What conflux iſſuing forth, or entring in, | 
Pretors, proconſuls to their provinces 
$, Haſting, or on return, in robes of ſtate; 
Lictors and rods, the enſigns of their pow'r, 65 
2c Ilegions and cohorts, turms of horſe and wings; 
ehold Or embaſſies from regions far remote 
le, In various habits on the Appian road, 
th Or on th' Emilian, ſome from fartheſt ſouth, 
: | Syene*, and where the ſhadow both way falls, 70 
of men IMeroe Nilotic ile, and more to weſt, 
midi The realm of Bocchus to the Black- moor fea; 


From th' Allan kings and Parthian among theſe, 
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This emp'ror hath no ſon, and now is old, 90 


To Capreæ an iland ſmall but ſtrong 


More than of arms before, allure mine eye, 
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From India and the golden Cher ſoneſe, uch leſ 


And utmoſt Indian ile Taprobane, heir ſu1 
Duſk faces with white ſilken turbants wreath'd ; n citro! 
From Gallia, Gades, and the Britiſh weſt, For I ba 


Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay, 8 
To Rome's great emperor, whoſe wide domain 
In ample territory, wealth and power, 

Civility of manners, arts and arms, rom NA! 
And long renown, thou juſtly may'ſt prefer But tedic 
Before the Parthian; theſe two thrones except, 8560 many 
The reſt are barb*rous, and ſcarce worth the ſight Putlandi 
Shar'd among petty kings too far remov'd ; Df tht er 
Theſe having ſhown thee, I have ſhown thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
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Old and laſcivious, and from Rome retir'd 


On the Campanian ſhore, with purpoſe chere That pec 
His horrid luſts in private to enjoy, Deſerve 
'Committing to a wicked favorite Frogal, 
All public cares, and yet of him ſuſpicious, Put gove 
Hated of all, and hating; with what calc, Feeling | 
Indued with regal virtues as thou art, By luſt : 
Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, Of triun 


Might ſt thou expel this monſter from his throne 100 hen cr 


Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending DE fight 
A viQor people free from ſervile yoke?  Euxuriv 
And with my help thou may'ſt; to me the power Nnd fro 
Is giv'n, and by that right I give ic thee. "PI HS 


Aim therefore at no leſs than all the world, 105rhefe th 
Aim at the high'eſt, without the high'eſt attain'd , or coul 
Will be for thee no ſitting, or not long, 
On David's throne, be prophecy'd what will. Pon Day 

To whom the Son of God unmov'd reply'd. Ppreadi. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeſtic ſhow 110 0r as a 
Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, | 
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uch leſs my mind; tho? thou ſhould'ſt add to tell 
heir ſumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feaſts . 
Dn citron tables or Atlantic lone, 1 
For I have alſo heard, perhaps have read) 
heir wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 
hios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 
ryſtal and myrrhine cups imboſs'd with gems 
And ſtuds of pearl, to me ſhould'ſt tell who thirſt 129 
And hunger ſtill: then embaſſies thou ſhow'ſt 
rom nations far and nigh ; what honor that, 
But tedious waſte of time to fit and hear 
o many hollow complements and lies, 1 
the light Putlandiſh flatteries? then proceed'ſt to talk 125 
Df th' emperor, how eaſily ſubdued, 
ow gloriouſly ; I ſhall, thou ſay'ſt, expel 
glory. N brutiſh monſter ; what if I withal 
xpel a Devil who firſt made him ſuch ? 
et his tormenter conſcience find him out; 130 
or him I was not ſent, nor yet to free 
28 That people victor once, now vile and baſe, 
Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, i 
rugal, and mild, and temp'rate, conquer'd well, 
But govern ill the nations under yoke, 135 
Peeling their provinces, exhauſted all 3 
By luſt and rapin; firſt ambitious grown 
Df triumph, that inſulting vanity; 
hen cruel, by their ſports to blood. inur'd | 
Of fighting beaſts, and men to beaſts expos'd, 140 
Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ſtill, 
and from the daily ſcene effeminate. 8 
hat wiſe and valiant man would ſeek to free 
Theſe thus degenerate, by themſelves inſlav'd, 
Or could of inward ſlaves make outward free? 14 
Know therefore when my ſeaſon comes to lit 
)n David's throne, it ſhall be like a tree 
Spreading and overſhadowing'all the earth, 
Or as a ſtone that ſhall to pieces daſh | 
all monarchies beſides throughout the world, 150 
ind of my kingdom there ſhall be no end: 
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To whom the Tempter impudent reply'd. 
I ſee all offers made by me how flight 
Thou valueſt, becauſe offer d. and reject'ſt: 
Nothing will pleaſe the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more than {till to contradict: 
On th' other {ide know alſo thou, that I 

On what I offer ſet as high eſteem, 

Nor what I part with mean to give for nought; 
All theſe which in a moment thou behold'lr, 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I give; 
For giv'a to me, I give to whom I pleaſe, 
No trifle; yet with this reſerve, not elſe, 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 
And worſhip me as thy ſuperior lord, 

Eaſily done, and hold them all of me; 

For what can leſs ſo great a gift deſerve? 


| 165 


Whom thus our Saviour anſwer'd with diſdain, | 


I never lik'd thy talk, thy otters leſs, 

Now both abhor, fince thou haſt dar'ſt to utter 
'Th' abominable t᷑rms, impious condition; 
But I indure the time, till which expir'd, 
Thou haſt permiſſion on me. It is written 175 
The firſt of all commandments, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
The Lord thy God, and only him ſhalt ſerve; 
And dar'ſt thou to the Son of God propound 
To worſhip thee accurs'd, now more accurs'd 
For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, 289 
And more blaſphemous? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the World to thee were given, 
Permitted rather, and by thee uſurp'd; 

Other donation none thou canſt produce: 

If giv'n, by whom but by the king of kings, 185 
God over all ſupreme? if giv'n to thee, 

By thee how fairly is the giver row 

_Repaid? But gratitude in thee is loſt 

Long ſince. Wert thou ſo void of fear or ſhame, 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 190 
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Means there ſhall be to this, but what the means, 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell, | I 
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ook IV, ro me my own, on ſuch abhorred pact, 

neans; That I fall down and worſhip thee as God? 
Net thee behind me; plain thou now appear'ſt 


i. F That evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. 8 2 
15% To whom the Fiend wich fear abaſh'd reply'd. 
Be not ſo fore offended, Son of God, 196 


Though ſons of God both Angels are and Men, 

II I to try whether in higher ſort 7 

rhan theſe thou bear'ft that title, have propos' d = 
160 What both from Men and Angels I receive, 200 | 


ught; Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 

1r, Nations beſides from all the quarier'd winds, 
; Cod of this world invok'd and world beneath; | 
| Who then thou art, whoſe coming is foretold 
165 To me ſo fatal, me it moſt concerns. 205 | 


The trial hath indamag'd thee no way, 
Rather more honor left and more eſteem: 
Me nought advantag'd, miſſing what I aim'd. i 
Therefore let paſs, as they are tranſitory, = - 
diſdain. The kingdoms of this world; I ſhall no more 210 | 
171% Adviſe thee ; gain them as thou canſt, or not, 
utter | And thou thyſelf ſeem'it otherwiſe inclin'd 
Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound diſpute, 


n 175 As by that early action may be judg'd, 215 
worlhip When ſlipping from thy mother's eye thou went'ſt | 
ve; Alone into the temple; there wait found ! 
ind Among the graveſt Rabbies diſputant = 
irs'd On points and queſtions fitting Moſes chair, V 
180 Teaching not taught; the childhood ſhows the man, | 
rue. As morning ſhows the day, Be famous then 221 


given, By wiſdom; as thy empire muſt extend, 
do let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend : 
gs, 185 All knowledge is nor couch'd in Moſes Law, 223 4 
3 The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote; ; s 
The Gentiles alſo know, and write, and teach 
ES, To admiration, led by na ure's light; 4 
hame, And with the Genliles much thou muſt converſe, 


p - 
Ruling them by perſuaſion as thou mean'ſt ; 


Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 
Or they with thee hold converſation meet ? 


How wilt thou reaſon with them, how reſute d 
| 


Their idoliſms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beſt evinc'd. 233 

Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular maunt 

Weſtward, much nearer by ſouth-weſt, behold 
Where on the Ægean ſhore a city ſtands | 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, 

Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 

Or hoſpitable, in her ſweet receſs, 

City? or ſuburban, ſtudious walks and ſhades;' 

See there the olive-grove of Academe, 

Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 245 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the ſummer long; 

There flow'ry hill Hymettus with the ſound 

Of bees induſtrious murmur oft invites 

To ſtudious muling ; there Iliffus rolls 

His whiſp'ring ſtream : within the walls then view 

The ſchools of ancient ſages; his who bred 

Great Alexander to ſubdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There thou ſhalt hear and learn the ſecret power 

Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 255 

By voice or hand, and various-meaſur'd verſe, 

£olian charms and Dorian lyric odes, 4 

And his who gave them breath, but higher ſung, 

Blind Meleſigenes thence Homer call'd, 

Whoſe poem Phoebus challeng'd for his own. 260 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In Chorus or Iambic, teachers beſt 

Of moral prudence, with delight receiv'd 

In brief ſententious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and chance, and change in human life; 265 

High actions, and high paſſions beſt deſcribing ; 

Thence to the famous orators repair, 


Thoſe ancient, whoſe reſiltleſs eloquence 
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ielded at will that fierce democratie, 
hook th' arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece, 
o Macedon and Artaxerxes throne ; 


47 


270 


o ſage philoſophy next lend thine ear, 


rom Heav'n deſcended to the low- rooft houſe 


ft Socrates; ſee there his tenement, 


hom well inſpir'd the oracle pronounc'd 27 
iſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſued forth 
lellifluous ſtreams that water'd all the ſchools 
Df Academics old and new, with thoſe 
zirnam'd Peripatetics, and the ſect 


picurean, and the Stoic ſevere ; 230 


Irheſe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, at home, 


des; 


243 
long; 


en view 
251 


20wer 
235 
ſe, 
4 


' ſung, 


mn. 260 
zht 


eat 
fe; 265 
ing: 


Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 

Theſe rules will render thee a king complete 

Vithin thyſelf, much more with empire join'd. 
To whom our Saviour fagely thus reply'd. 285 

Think not but that I know theſe things, or think 
know them not; not therefore am I ſhort 


f knowing what I ought : he who receives 


Jight from above, from the fountain of light, 
o other doctrin needs, though granted true; 
But theſe are falſe, or litile elſe but dreams, 
onjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 
The firſt and wiſeſt of them all profeſs'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
he next to fabling fell and ſmooth conceits; 295 
\ third ſort doubted all things, though plain ſenſe gr 

chers in virtue plac'd felicity, 
But virtue Join'd with riches and long life; 
n corporal pleaſure he, and careleſs caſe; "a. 
The Stoic laſt in philoſophic pride, 300 
By him call'd virtue; and his virtuous man, 
Viſe, perfect in himſelf, and all poſſeſſing, 
quals to God, oft ſhames not to prefer, 
\s tearing God nor man, contemning all . 
Vealth, pleaſure, pain or torment, death and life, 304 
hich when he liſts, he leaves, or boaſts he can, 
or all his tedious talk is but vain boaſt, | 
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Or ſubtle ſhifts conviction to evade. 
Alas what can they teach, and not miſlead, 


Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 310 


And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himſelf, on grace depending ? 
Much of the ſoul they talk, but all awry, 


And in themſelves ſeek virtue, and to themſelves | 


315 


All glory arrogate, to God give none, 
Rather accuſe him under uſual names, 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardleſs quite 
Of mortal things. 
True wiſdom, finds her not, or by deluſion 


Far worſe, her falſe reſemblance only meets, 320 


An empty cloud. However many books, 

Wiſe men have ſaid, are weariſome; who reads 
Inceſſantly, and to his reading brings not 

A ſpirit and judgment equal or ſuperior, 

[(And what he brings, what needs he elſcwhere ſcek ?) 


Uncertain and unſettled ſtill remains, 326 


Deep vers'd in books and ſhallow in himſelf, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a ſpunge; 
As children gathering pebbles on the ſhore. 4330 
Or if I would delight my private hours 

With muſic or with poem, where ſo ſoon 

As in our native language can I find 

That ſolace? All our law and ſtory ftrow'd 

With hymns, our pſalms with artful terms inſcrib'd, 
Our Hebrew ſongs and harps in Babylon, 336 
That pleas'd ſo well our viftor's ear, declare 
That rather Greece from us theſe arts deriv'd ; 
IN imitated, while they loudeſt ſing 

The vices of their Deities, and their cwn 34e 
In fable, hymn, or ſong, ſo perſonating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themſelves paſt ſhame. 
Remove their {welling epithets thick laid 

As varniſh on z harlot's-cheek, the reſt, 
Thin ſown with ought of profit or delight, 345 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 


Who therefore ſceks in theſe 
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With Sion's ſongs, to all true taſtes excelling, l 
Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men, 
The Holieſt of Holies, and his Saints; 
Such are from Go | inſpir'd, not ſuch from thee, 
Unleſs where moral virtue is expreſs'd 2 "FE 
By light of nature not in all quite loſt, 
Their orators thou then extoll'ſt, as thoſe 
The top of eloquence, ſtatiſts indeed, 
And lovers of their country, as may ſeem; 355 
But herein to our prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The ſolid rules of civil government 
In their majeſtic unaffected ſtile | 
Than all the* oratory of Greece and Rome, 360 
In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 5 
What makes a nation happy', and keeps it ſo, 
Whatiruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat; 
Theſe only with our law beſt form a king. 6 

So ſpake the Son of God; but Satan now 36g 
Quite at a loſs, for all his darts were ſpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ſtern brow reply'd. 

Since neither wealth, nor honor, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor empire pleaſes thee, nor ought 
By me propos'd in life contemplative, 370 
Or active, tended on by glory', or fame, 
What doſt thou in this world? the wilderneſs 
For thee is fitteſt place; I found thee there, 
And thither will return thee; yet remember | 
What I foretel thee, ſoon thou ſhalt have cauſe 375 
To wiſh thou never hadſt rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiouſly my offer'd aid, 
Which would have ſet thee in ſhort time with eaſe 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world, | 
Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy ſeaſon, 330 
When prophecies of thee are beſt fulfill e. 
Now contrary, if I read ought in Heaven 1 
Or Heav'n write ought of- fate, by what the ſtars 
Voluminous, or ſingle characters, | 
a their conjunction _—_ give me to ſpell, 335 


80 PARADISE REGAIN'D, Book IV. Book 
Sorrows, and labors, oppefition, hate i Sat ſt 
Attends thee, ſcorns, reproaches, injuries, FTbus 
Violence and ſtripes, and laſtly cruel death; = Came 
A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom, Who 
Real or allegoric, I diſcern not, 390 Of th 
Nor when, eternal ſure, as without end, And 
Without beginning; for no date prefix'd. Jo te 
Directs me in the ſtarry rubric ſet, And r 

So ſaying he took (for ſtill he knew his power Had e 
Not yet expir' d) and to the wilderneſs 395 From. 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there, Who 
Feigning to diſappear, Darkneſs now roſe, After 
As day-light ſunk, and brought in louring night Clear' 
Her ſhadowy ofspring, unſubſtantial both, To gr. 
Pri vation mere of light and abſent day. 400 Nor y. 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind Was a 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried fore, The pi 
Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt, | Of thi 
Wherever, under ſome concourſe of ſhades, 404 Vet w 
Whoſe branching arms thick intertwin'd might ſhield Rather 
From dews and damps of night his ſheiter'd head, Deſp'r: 
Rut ſhelter'd ſlept in vain, for at his head And m 

The Tempter watch'd, and ſoon with ugly dieams Him u 
Diſturb'd his ſleep; and either tropic now 409 Back'd 
*Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n, the clouds Out of 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd And in 
Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with fire Fair 
In ruin reconcil'd : nor flept the winds Aﬀeer a 
Within their tony caves, but ruſh'd abroad As eart 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 Was dit 
On the vex'd wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt pines, As dan 
Though rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt oaks Or to t. 
Bow'd their ſtiff necks, loaden with ſtormy blaſts, Are to 
Or torn up ſheer: ill waſt thou ſhrouded then, And ha 
© patient Son of God, yet only Rood'ſt _ 420 To man 
Unſnaken; nor yet ſtay'd the terror there, Yet as | 


Infernal ghoſts, and helliſſ furies, round [ſhriek'd, ¶ On mar 
Foviron'd thee, ſome howl d, ſome vel 'd, ſome Like tun 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou Over wt 
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Sat'ſt unappall'd in calm and ſinleſs peace. 425 

Th paſs'd the night ſo foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with' pilgrim ſteps in amice gray, 

Who with her radiant finger ſtill'd the roar 

Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds, 

And griſly ſpectres, which the Fiend had rais'd 430 

To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 

And now the ſun with more effectual beams 

Had chear'd the face of earth, and dry'd the wet 


From«drooping plant, or dropping tree; the birds, 


Who all things now behold more freſh and green, 

After a night of ſtorm ſo ruinous, a 

Clear'd up their choiceſt notes in buſh and ſpray 

To gratulate the ſweet return of morn ; 

Nor yet amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn 

Was abſent, after all his miſchief done, 

The prince of da:kneſs, glad would alfo ſeem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 

Yet with no new device, they all were ſpent, 

Rather by this his laſt affront reſolv'd, 

Deſp'rate of better courſe, to vent his rage, 445 

And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. 

Him walking on a ſunny hill he found, 

Back'd on the north and weſt by a thick wood; 

Out of the wood he ſtarts in wonted ſhape, 

And in a careſeſs mood thus to him ſaid: 450 
Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of God, 

After a diſmal night; I heard the wrack 

As earth and ſky would mingle ; but myſelf 

Was diſtant ; and theſe flaws, tho* mortals fear them 

As dang cons to the pillar'd frame of Heaven, 455 

Or to the earth's dark baſis underneath, 

Are to the main as inconſiderable, 

And harmleſs, if not wholſome, as a ſneeze 

To man's leſs univerſe, and ſoon are gone 

Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 460 

On man, beaſt, plant. waſteful and turbulent, | 

Like torbulencies i in th* affairs of men, 

Over whoſe heads they roar, and — to point, 
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They oft fore · ſignify and threaten ill: 

This tempeſt at this deſert moſt was bent; 465 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'ſt. 

Did I not tell thee, if thou didft reject 


The perfect ſeaſon offer d with my aid 


To win thy deftin'd feat, but wilt prolong, 

All to the puſh of fate, purſue thy way 450 
Of gaining David's throne no man knows when, 
For both the when and how 1s no where told, 
Thou ſhait be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ; 
For Angels have proclam'd it, but concealing 

The time and means: each act is rightlieſt done, 475 
Not when it muſt, but when it may be beſt, 

FF thou obſerve not this, be ſure to find, 

What I foretold thee, many a hard aſſay 

Of dangers, and adverſities, and pains, 

Ere thou of Iſrael's ſceptre get faſt hold; 480 
Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 
So many terrors, voices, prodigies | 

May warn thee, as a ſure fore-going ſign, 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And ſtay'd not, but in brief him anſwer'd thus: 435 
Me worſe than wet thou find'ſt not; other harm 

Thoſe terrors which thou ſpeak*ſt of, did me none; 

F never fear'd they could, though noifing loud 

And threatning nigh 3 what they can do as figns 
Retokening, or ill-boding, I contemn 490 
As falſe portents, not ſent from God, but thee 


Who knowing I ſhall reign paſt thy preventing, 


Obtrud' thy offer'd aid, that I accepting 
At leaſt might ſeem to hold all power of thee, 
Ambitious Spirit, and wouldſt be thought my God, 
And ſtorm'ſt refus'd, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will; deſiſt, thou art diſcern'd 
And toil'ſt in vain, nor me in vain moleſt. 

To whom the Fiend, now ſwoln with rage, reply'd. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born; 500 
For Son of God to me is yet to me in doubt: 


of the Mefliak 1 have heard foretold 
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6 By all the Prophets; of thy birth at length 
105 Announc'd by Gabriel with the firſt I knew, 

And of th' angelic ſong in Bethlehem field, 505 
On thy birth- night, that ſung thee Saviour born. 
From that time ſeldom have I ceas'd to eye 

7 Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 
$79 Thy manhood laſt, though yet in private bred ; 
8 Till at the ford of Jordan whither all 510 
Flock'd to the Baptiſt, I among the reſt, 
Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice from Heaven 
Heard thee pronoune d the Son of God belov'd. 
475 Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower ſcrutiny, that J might learn 5I5 
In what degree or mꝛaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears no fingle ſenſe ; 

The Son of God I alſo am, or was, 
4 And if I was, I am ; relation ſtands; 
PR All men are Sons of God; yet thee I thought 520 
| In ſome reſpect far higher ſo declar'd. | 
Therefore I watch'd thy footſteps from that hour 
35 And follow'd thee ſtill on to this waſte wild; 

4 Where by all beſt conjectures I collet 
nes Thou art to be my fatal enemy, ED 525 
N J Good reaſon then, if I before hand ſeek 


64 To underſtand my adverſary, who 
- > And what he is; his wiſdom, pow'r, intent; 
49 By parl, or compoſition, truce, or league 
755 To win him, or win from him what I can, 530 
* And opportunity I here have had 


To try thee, fift thee, and confeſs have found 
God Proof againſt all temptation, as a rock 0 
J N Of adamant, and as a center, firm, 


To th' utmoſt of mere man both wiſe and good, 535 
Not more; for honors, riches, kingdoms, glory 
Have been before contemn'd, and may again: 
Therefore to know what more thou art than man, 
; Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven &Y 
. Another method I muſt now begin. 546 


C 3 


reply d. 


| 
I 
| * 
1 

{ 
111 
11 
3 
10 


| 
44 | PARADISE REGAIN'D. 


DG An — HS" 


„ ee Cu Ty ro on l ane 4 ** 
N x 2 W * 
4 * W 0 N 

be 
# 


So ſay ing he caught him up, and without wing 


Of hippogrif bore through the air ſublime 


Over the wilderneſs and o'er the plain; 
Till underneath them fair Jeruſzlem, 


The holy city lifted high her towers, 545 

And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 

Her pile, far off appearing like a mount . 

Of alabaſter, topt with golden ſpires : | 

There on the higheſt pinnacle he ſet 

The Son of -God, and added thus in ſcorn. 59 
There ſtand, if thou wilt ſtand; to ſtand upright 

Will aſk thee ſkill; I to thy Father's houſe | 

Have btought'thee?, and higheſt plac'd, bigheſt is beſt, 


Now ſhow thy progeny ; if not to ſtand, 


Caſt thyſelf down; ſafely, if Son of God: 555 
For it 18 written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They. ſhall up lift thee, leſt at any time 
Thou chance to daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone, 

To whom thus Jeſusz Alſo it is written, 560 


Tempt not the Lord thy God: he ſaid and ſtood ; 


But Satan ſmitten with amazement fell, 

As when earth's ſon Antæus (to compare 

Small things with greateſt) in Iraſſa ſtrove 

With Jove's Alcides, and oft foil'd'ſtill roſe, 565 
Receivipg from his mother earth new ſtrength, 
Freſh from' his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd, 


- Throttled at length in th' air, expir'd and fell; 


$0 after many a foil the Tempter proud, 
Renewing freſh aſſaults, amidſt his pride 570 
Fell whence he ftocd to fee his victor fall. 

And as that Theban monſter that propos'd, | 
Fer riddle*, and him, who ſoly'd it not, devour'd, ' 
That once fotind out, and ſolv'd, for grief and ſpite 
Caſt herſelf headlong from th' Iſmenian ſteep; 575 
Bo ſtruck with dread and anguiſh fell the Fiend, 


And to his crew, that ſat conſulting, brought 


Joyleſs triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 
uin, and deſperation, and diſmay, 


570 


; | 
Jevour'd, ' 
and ſpite 
ep; 
1end, 


aht 
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Who durſt ſo proudly tempt the Son of God. 


So Satan fell; and ſtrait a fiery globe 
Of Angels on full ſail of wing flew nigh, 
Who on their plumy vans receiv'd him ſoft _ 


From his uneaſy ſtation, and upbore 


As on a floting couch through the blithe air, 


Then in a flow'ry valley ſet him down 


On a green bank, and ſet before him ſpread 
A table of celeſtial food, divine, 

Ambroſial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life, 
And from the fount of life ambroſial drink, 
That foon refreſh'd him wearied, and repair'd, 
What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd, 
Or thirſt; and as he fed, angelic quires 

Sung heav'nly anthems of his victory 

Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 
True Image of the Father, whether thron'd 
In the boſom of bliſs, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heav'n, in rin“ 
In fleſhly tabernacle, and human form, 

Wand' ring the wilderneſs, whatever place, 
Habit, or ſtate, or motion, ſtill expreſſing 
The Son of God, with God- like force indued 
Againſt th' attempter of thy Father's throne, 
And thief of Paradiſe; him long of old 

Thou didſt debel, and down from Heaven caſt 
With all his army, now thou haſt aveng'd 
Supolanted Adam, and by vanquiſhing 


Temptation, haſt regain'd loft Paradiſe, 


And fruſtrated the conqueſ fraudulent :' 

He never more henceforth will care ſet foot 
In Paradiſe to tempt ; his ſnares are broke: 
For though that ſeat of earthly bliſs be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradiſe is founded now . 

For Adam and his ehoſen ſons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to re-inſtall 


590 


595 


5oo 


605 


610 
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Where they ſhall dwell ſecure, when time ſhall be, i 


Of Tempter and temptation without fear, 
But thou, infernal Serpent, ſhalt not long 
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Rule in the clouds; like an autumnal ſtar | 
Or lightning thou ſhalt fall from Heav'n, trod down 
Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feel'ſt 
Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieft wound, 
By this repulſe receiv'd, and hold'ſt in Hell 

No triumph, in all her gates Abaddon rues 

Thy bold attempt; her after learn with awe 625 
To dread the Son of God: he all unarm'd, 

Shall chace thee with the terror of his voice 

From thy demoniac holds, poſſeſſion foul, 

Thee and thy legions ; yelling they ſhall fly, 


Left he command them down into the deep 

Bound, and to torment ſent before their time. 
Hail Sen of the moſt High, heir of both worlds, 
'Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to ſave mankind, 635 
Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 

S ung victor, and from heav*nly feaſt refreſh'd 

- .Frought on his way with joy; he unebſerv'd 

Home to his mother's houſe private return'd, 


THE END, 


And deg to hide them in a herd of ſwine, 630 


SA 
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Of that Sort of Dramatie Poem which 


is call'd Tragedy. 


hath been ever held the graveſt, moraleſt, 


TI as it was anciently compos'd, 
and moſt profitable of all other poems: 


therefore ſaid by Ariftotle :o be of power by raiſing 


pity and fear, or terror, to purge the mind of thoſe 
and ſuch like paſſions, that is, to temper and reduce 
them to juſt meaſure with a kind of delight, ſtirred 
up by reading or ſeeing thoſe paſſions well imitated. 
Nor is Nature wanting in her awn. effects to make 
good his aſſertion: for ſo in phyſic things of melan- 
cholic hue and quatity are uſed againſt melancholy, 
ſour againſt ſour, ſalt to remove ſalt humors. Hence 
philoſophers, and other graveſt writers, as Cicero, 
Plutarch, and others, frequently cite out of tragic 
ts, beth to. adorn and illuſrate their diſcourſe, 
he Apoftle Paul himſelf thought it not unworthy 
to inſert a verſe of Euripides into the text of Holy 


- Scripture, 1. Cor, XV, 33, and Paræus comment- 


ing on the Revelation, divides the whole book as a 


Tragedy, into acts diſtinguiſhed each by a chorus of 
heavenly -barpings and ſong between. Heretofore 


men in higheſt dignity have labor'd not a little to 
de thought able to compoſe a tragedy. Of that ho- 
nor Dionyſus the elder was no leſs ambitious than 
before of his attaining to the tyranny, Avguftus 
Czſar alſo had began his Ajax, but unab'e to pleaſe 
his own judgment with what he had begun, left it 
unfiniſhed, Seneca the philoſopher is by ſome thought 
the author of thoſe tragedies (at leaſt the beſt of 
them) that go under that name, Gregory Nazian- 
zea a Father of the Church, thought it not unbe- 
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tic ed to vindicate tragedy from the ſmall eſteem, or 


uſing ſometimes, in caſe of ſelf-defenſe, or explana- 


Chorus is here introduc'd after the Greek manne'r, 


Antiſtrophe or Epod, which were akind of Ranza's 
fram'd only for the muſic, then us'd with the 


here omitted, | 


duc'd beyond the fifth act. Of the ſtile and unifor- 1 


| | 3 | 
ſeeming the ſanity of his perſon to write a tragedy 7 1 
Which is entitled Chriſt ſuffering. This is men- 


rather infamy, which in the account of many it un- 
dergoes at this day with other common interludes z 
hap'ning through the poets error of intermixing co- 
mic tuff with tragic ſadneſs and gravity z or intro- 
ducing trivial and vulgar perſons, which by all ju- 
dicious hath been counted abſurd ; and brought in 
without diſcretion, corruptly to gratify the people. 
And though ancient tragedy uſe no prologue, yet 


tion, that which Martial calls an epiſtle; in behalf 
of this tragedy. coming forth after the ancient man- 
ner, much different from what among us paſles for 
beſt, thus much before-hand may be epiſtl'd; that 


not ancient only but modern, and ftill in uſe among 
the Italians, In the modeling therefore of this 
poem, with good reaſon, the ancients and Italian a 
are rather fallow'd, as of much more authority and 
fame. The meaſure of verſe us'd in the chorus is 
of all ſorts, called by the Greeks Monoſtrophie, or 
rather Apolelymenon, without regard had to Strophe, 


chorus that ſung ; not eſſential to the poem, and 
therefore not material; or being divided into ſftanza's IM 
or pauſes, they may be called Allzoftropha, Di- 
viſion into act and ſcene referring chiefly to the 
ſtage (to which this work never was intended) is i 


It ſuffices if the whole drama be found not pro- 


mity, and that commonly call'd the plot, whether WM 
intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed but Wl 
ſuch ceconomy, or diſpoſition of the fable as may 
ſtand beſt with verſimilitude and decorum ; they 

| C6 only i 


only will beſt jvdge who are not unacquainted with 
nr ZEſchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three tragic 

poets unequal'd yet by any, and the beſt rule to all 
who encevor to write tragedy, The circumſcrip- 
tion of time, wherein the whole drama begins and 


"within the ſpace of 24 hours. 


ends, is according to ancient rule, and beſt example, 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Samſon, made captive, blind, and now in the priſon 
at Gaza, there to labor as in a common work- 
houſe, on a feſtival day, in the general ceſſation 
from labor, comes forth into the open air, to a 
place nigh, ſomewhat retir'd, there to fit a while, 
and bemoan his condition, Where he happens at 
length to be viſited by certain friends and equals 
of his tribe, which make the Chorus, who ſeek 
to comfort him what they can, then by his old 
father Manoah, who endevors the like, and withal 
tells him his purpoſe to procure his liberty by ran- 
ſome; laſtly, that this feaſt was proclam'd by the 
Philiſtines as a day of thankſgiving for their de- 
liverkace from the hands of Samſon, which yet 


ſecute his endevor with the Philiſtian lords for 
„  Samſon's redemption 3 who in the mean while is 
Wo viſited by other perſons; and Jaſtly by a public 
officer to-require his coming to the feaſt before 
| io. cs fic lords and people, to play or ſhow his firength 
- Ul ; Te” 1R 
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more troubles him. Manoah then departs to pro- 
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God, he yields to go along with him, who came 


THE ARGUMENT. 61 


in their preſence; he at firſt refuſes, diſmiſſing 
the public officer with abſolute denial to come 
at length perſuaded inwardly that this was from 


now the ſecond time with great threatenings to 
fetch him: the Chorus yet remaining on the 
place, Manoah returns full of joyful hope, to pro- 
cure ere long his ſon's deliverance: in the midſt 
of which diſcourſe an Hebrew comes in haſte, 
conſufed:y at firſt, and afterward more diſtinctly 
relating the cataſtrophe, what Samſon had done 


to the Pn'liſtines, and by accident to himſelf ; 
wherewith the tragedy ends, 
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The SCENE before the Priſon in Gaza, 
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A Little onward lend thy guiding hand 9 "A 
To theſe dark ſteps, a little further on; Eye 
For yonder bank hath choice of ſun or ſhade: H 
There I am wont to fit, when any chance | Yet 
| Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toil, Die 
Daily' in the common priſon elſe injoin'd me, Hac 
Where I a priſoner chain'd, ſcarce freely draw Wh 
The air impriſon'd alſo, cloſe and damp, Wh 
Unwholeſome draught: but here I feel amends, ; 


The breath of Heav'n freſh blowing, pure and ſweet, Und 
With day-ſpring born; here leave me to reſpire, 111 But 


This day a ſolemn feaſt the people hold O'e: 
To Dagon their ſea-idol, and forbid £40 51 
Laborious works; unwillingly this reſt But 


Their ſuperſtition yields me; hence with leave 151 of, 
Retiring from the popular noiſe, I ſeek 

This unfrequented place to find ſome eaſe, 

Eaſe to the body ſome, none ro the mind 
From reſtleſs thoughts, that like a deadly ſwarm 
Of hornets arm'd, no ſooner found alone, 20 
But ruſh upon me thronging, and preſent 

Times paſt, what once I was, and what am now, 
O wherefore was my birth from Heay'n foretold 
Twice by an Angel, who at laſt in fight 
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His god- like preſence, and from ſome great at 
Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race? 
Why was my breeding order'd and preſerib'd Dung 
As of a perſon ſeparate to God, | Ligh. 


| Of both my parents all in flames aſcended " 218 And 
| From off the altar, where an offering burn'd, So m 
I | As in a fiery column charioting Wou 
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Jo grind in brazen fetters under taſk 35 
Put to the labor of a beaſt, debas'd 


Should Iſrael from Philiſtian yoke deliver; 
"Aſk for this great deliverer now, and find him 40 


Whom have I to complain of but myſelf ? 


O impotence of mind, in body ftrong ! 
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Deſign'd for great exploits; if I muſt die 
Betray'd, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out, 
Made of mine enemies the ſrorn and gaze; 


With this Heav'n-gifted ſtrength? O glorious ſtrength 


Lower than bond-ſlave! Promiſe was that I 


Eyeleſs in Gaza at the mill with ſlaves, 
Himſelf in bonds under Philiſtian yoke: 
Yet ſtay, let me not raſhly call in doubt 
Divine prediction; what if all foretold 
Had been fulfill'd but through mine own default, 45 


Who this high gift of ſtrength committed to me, 
In what part lodg'd, how eaſily bereft me, 

Under the ſeal of ſilence could not keep, | 
But weakly to a woman muſt reveal it, 36 
O'ercome with importunity and tears. 


But what is ſtrength without a double ſhare 
Of wiſdom, vaſt, unwieldy, burdenſome, 
Proudly ſecure, yet liable to fall 55 
By weakeſt ſubtleties, not made to rule, 

But to ſubſerve where wiſdom bears command ! 
God, when he gave me ſtrength, to ſhow withal 
How ſlight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 
But peace, I muſt not quarrel with the will 60 
Of higheſt diſpenſation, which herein 2 
Haoly had ends above my reach to know: 
Suffices that to me ſtrength is my bane, 

And proves the ſource of all my miſeries; 

So many, and ſo huge, that each apart 
Would aſk a life to wail, but chief of all, 

O loſs of ſi ht, of thee 1 moft complaint 
Blind among enemies, O worſe than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age! 
Light, the prime work of God, to me is extinct, 


ae, 
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And all her various objects of delight 

Annull'd, which might in part my grief have eas d, 
Inferior to the vileſt now become 

Of man or worm; the vileſt here excel me, 

They creep, yet ee, I dark in light expos'd 75 
To daily fraud, contempt, abuſe and wrong, 
Within doors, or without, till as a fool, 

In pow'r of others, never in my own ; 

Scarce half I ſeem to live, dead more than half. 
O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 80 
Irrecoverably dark, total eclipſe 4 
Without all hope of day ! 

O firſt created Beam, and thou great Word, 

Let there be light, and light was over all; 

Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime dec ree ? 85 
The ſun to me is dark - 

And filent as the moon, 

When ſhe deſerts the night 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 

Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, 90 
And almoſt life itſelf, if it be true 

That light is in the foul, 

She all in every part; why was the fight 

To ſuch a tender ball as th' eye confin'd, 

So obvious and ſo eaſy to be quench'd ? 95 
And not as feeling through all parts diffus'd, 

That ſhe might look at will through every pore? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light, 

As in the land of darkneſs yet in light, 

To live a life half dead, a living death, 100 
And bury'd; but O yet more miſerable ! 

Myſelf, my ſepulchre, a moving grave, 

Bury 'd, yet not exempt 

By privilege of death and burial 

From wort of other evils, pains and wrongs, 1035 
But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miſeries of life, 

Life in captivity 

Among inhuman foes. 


But v 
The: 
Perha 
At m 
Their 
_ Cn 
Let us 
O cha 
See he 
With 
As on 
And b 
In ſlav 
O'er-y 
Or do 
That þ 
Irreſiſt 
No ſtre 
Who t. 
Ran o. 
And w 
Made: 
Of bra 
Chalyb 
Adama 
But ſaf 
When 
In ſcor! 
Spurn'e 
Fled fre 
Their x 
Or grov 
hen v 
he jay 
\ thout 
In Ram 
hen b. 
he gat 
p to tl 


SAMSON AGONISTES, 63 
But who are theſe? for with joint pace I hear 110 
The tread of many feet ſteering this way; 


eas'd Perhaps my enemies who come to ſtare 
N At my affliction, and perhaps t' inſult, 
Their daily practice to afflict me more. | 
# 15 1 Cnox. This, this 1 is he; ſoftly a while, 115 
Let us not break in upon him; 5 
E O change beyond report, thought, or belief ! 


See how he lies at random, careleſly diffus'd, 

half. With languiſh'd head unpropt, 

As one paſt hope, abandon'd, 
And by himſelf given over; 
In ſlaviſh habit, ill- fitted weeds 
O'er-worn and foil'd ; 
4 Or do my eyes miſrepreſent ? Can this be he, 
T That heroic, that renown'd, 125 
| Irreſiſtible Samſon ? whom unarm'd 
No ſtrength of man, or fierceſt wild beaſt could with=- 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid, Lſtand; 
Ran on imbattel'd armies clad in iron, 
And weaponleſs himſelf, 


90 Made arms ridiculous, uſeleſs the forgery 
Of brazen ſhield and ſpear, the hammer'd cuiraſs, 
Chalybean temper d ſteel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof; BAS 
But ſafeſt he who ſtood aloof, | 135 
4 95 When inſupportably his feot advanc” d, 
Sore > In ſcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 
Sg | Spurn'd them to death by trœops. The bold Aſcalo- 
, Fled from his lion ramp, old warriors turn'd [nite 
100 7 beir plated backs under his heel; | 140 
Or grov*ling ſoil'd their creſted helmets in the duſt, 
hen with what trivial weapon came to hand, 
he jaw of a dead afs, his ſword of bone, 
\ thouſand fore-ſkins fell, the flow'r of Paleſtine, 
. In Ramath-lechi famous to this day. 145 


hen by main force pull'd up, and on his ſhoulders 
he gates of Azza, poſt, and maſly bar, [bore 
p to the hill by coal ſeat of giants old, 
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No journey of a ſabbath-day, and loaded ſo, 84 
Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. Now « 
Which ſhall I firſt bewail, | 151 Howe 
Thy bondage or loſt fight, Bear 11 
Prifon within priſon 4 woul 
Inſeparably dark ? 2 x They | 
Thou art become (O worſt impriſonment!) 155 Notto 
The dungeon of thyſelf ; thy ſoul How r 
(Which men enjoying fight oft without cauſe com- Jet th 

- Impriſon'd now indeed, [plain) I Blindn 
In real darkneſs of the body dwells, ow c 
Shut up from outward light 160 Who l 
T' incorporate with gloomy night; My ve 
For inward light, alas, Glorio 
Puts forth no viſual beam, Fool, 
O mirror of our fickle tate, To a d 
Since man on earth unparallel'd ! 166 Am I 
The rarer thy example ſtands, In eve. 
By how much from the top of wondrous glory, Are co 
Strongeſt of mortal men, : | Immea 
To loweſt pitch of abject fortune thou art fall'n. In me, 
For him I reckon not in high eſtate 170 This w 

Whom long deſcent of birth [Thee 
Or the ſphere of fortune raiſes ; | Roy Cuno 
But thee whoſe ſtrength, while virtue was her mate, | Have e 
Might have ſubdued the earth, And f 
Vniverſally crown'd with higheſt praiſes. 174 Deject 
Saus. I hear the ſound of words, their ſenſe the a Who h 
Diſſolves unjointed ere it reach my ear, | Yet try 
COR. He ſpeaks, let us draw nigh, Matchleſs i Why t 
The glory late of Iſrael, now the grief; [might Than 
We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown At leaf 
From Eſhtaol and Zora's fruitful vale 181 Sam 
To viſit or bewail thee, er if better, Me, ne 
Counſel or conſolation we may bring, Ihe da 
Salve to thy ſores; apt words have pow'r to ſwage ] That v 
The tumors of a troubled mind, | 11 From i 
And are as balm to feſter d wounds, The m; 
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Saus. Your coming, Friends, revives me, for Hearn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 

Bear in their ſuperſcription, (of the moſt 190 


They ſwarm, but in adverſe withdraw their head, 
Not to be found, though ſought. Ye ſee, O Friends, 
How many evils have mclos'd me round; 
Yet that which was the worſt now leaſt afflicts me, 195 
Blindneſs, for had I fight, confus'd with ſhame, 
How could I once look up, or heave the hea 
Who like a fooliſh pilot have ſhipwreck d 
My veſſel truſted to me from above, 

Gloriouſly rigg'd ; and for a word, a feat, 200 
Fool, have diyulg'd the ſecret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? tell me; Friends, 
Am I not ſung and proverb'd for a fool 

In every ftreet ? .do. they not ſay, how well 
Are come upon him his deſerts? yet why; 203 
Immeaſurable ſtrength they might behold 

In me, of wiſdom nothing more than mean; 
This with the other ſhould, at leaſt, have pair'd, 


Cuno. Tax not divine diſpoſal ; wiſeſt men 210 
Have err'd, and by bad women been deceiv'd; 
And ſhall again, pretend they ne'er ſo wiſe, 
Deje& not then ſo overmuch thyſelf, 
Who haſt of ſorrow thy full load beſides; 
Yet truth to ſay, I oft have heard men wonder 223 
Why thou ſhouldſt wed Philiſtian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair, 
At leaſt of thine own nation, and as noble. _ 
Sams. The firſt I ſaw at Timna, and the pleas'd 
Me, not my parents, that I ſought to wed 4320 
The daughter of an infidel : they knew not | 
That what I motion'd 'was of God ; I knew 
From intimate impulſe, and therefore urg'd 
The marriage on; that by occaſion hence 


II might begin Iſrael's deliverance, 225 
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The work to which I was divinely call'd. 
She proving falſe, the next I took to wife 
(O that I never had ! fond wiſh too late,) 
Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 
That ſpecious monſter, my aceompliſh'd ſnare. 230 
I thought it lawful from my former act, 
And the ſame end; ſtill watching to oppreſs 
Iſrael's oppreſſors: of what now I ſuffer 
She was not the prime cauſe, but I myſelf, | 
Who vanquiſh'd with a peal wk ns (O weakneſs !) 
Gave up my fort of ſilence to a woman, 23 
Cnos. In ſeeking juſt occaſion to provoke 
The Philiftine, thy country's enemy, 
Thou never waſt remiſs, I bear thee witneſs: 
Yet Iſraël ſtill ſerves with all his ſons, 240 
Sams, That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Iſrael's governors, and heads of tribes, 
Who ſeeing thoſe great acts, which God had done 
Singly by me againſt theit conquerors, 
Acknowledg'd not, or not at all confider'd 245 
Deliverance offer d: I, on th' other fide 
Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds, 
The deeds themſelves, though mute, ſpoke loud the 
But they perſiſted deaf, and would not ſeem [doer; 
To count them things worth notice, till at length 
Their lords the Philiſtines with gather'd pow'rs 251 
Enter*d Judea ſeek ing me, who then 
Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd, 
Not flying, but fore-caſting in what place 
To ſet upon them, what advantag'd beſt: 
Mean while the men of Judah, to prevent 
The harraſs of their land, beſet me round; 
IT willingly on ſome conditions came | 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 
To the uncircumcis'd a welcome prey, 260 
Bound with two cords; but cords to me were threds 
Touch'd with the flame: on their whole hoſt I flew 
BR Unarn'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
_ Their choiceſt youth; they only liv'd who fled. 


250 


* ; 
8 0 — 
y ae 
ne 1 N , 
_ D | = 7 ' 


ad Tuc 
=o h. 
And lot 
But wh: 
And by 
Than tc 
Bondage 
And to 

hom 
As thei 
ow fre 
o heap 

Cho 
ow Sui 
heir g 
he ma 
Df Mad 
ind hoy 
ad dea 
ot wor 
Defendet 
ad not 
n that 
ithout 
or wan 
SAMS 
e eaſil. 
ut God 
Chor, 
ind juſt 
Inleſs th 
f any be 
or of ſu 
ut the 
nd no 
Vet m 
$ to hi: 
hen gi! 
egardle: 


are, 
ſs 


C | 
eakneſs !) 
236 
ke 
eſs: 
240 
transfer 


nad done 
1 20 


SAMSON- AON IS TES. 69 
ad Judah that day join'd, or one whole tribe, 265 
hey had by this poſſeſs'd the tow'rs of Gath, 

\nd lorded over them whom now they ſerve : 

But what more oft in nations grown corrupt, 

and by their vices brought to ſervitude, 

Than to love bondage more than liberty, 

Bondage with eaſe than ſtrenuous liberty; 

and to deſpiſe, or envy, or ſuſpect | 
hom God hath of his ſpecial favor rais'd 
As their deliverer ; if he ought begin, 
ow frequent to deſert him, and at laft, 

o heap ingratitude on worthieſt deeds ? 
Cror, Thy words to my remembrance brin 
ow Succoth and the fort of Penuel b 
heir great deliverer contemn'd, 

he matchleſs Gideon in purſuit 

Df Madian and her vanquiſh'd kings: 

And how ingrateful Ephraim 
ad dealt with Jephtha, who by argument, 
ot worſe than by his ſhield and ſpear, 

defended Iſrael from the Ammonite, 
ad not his proweſs quell'd their pride 
n that ſore battel, when ſo many dy'd, 
ithout reprieve adjudg'd to death, 
or want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 
Sams, Of ſuch examples add me to the roll, 290 
e eaſily indeed mine may neglect, 8 
ut God's propos d deliverance not ſo. 
Cror, Juſt are the ways of God, 

ind juſtifiable to men; 

Inleſs there be who think not God at all: 

f any be, they walk obſcure ; 
or of ſuch doctrin never was there ſchool, 
ut the heart of the fool, ; 
nd no man therein doctor but himſelf, 299 
Yet more there be who doubt his ways not juft, 

s to his own edicts found contradicting, - 
hen give the reins to wand'ring thought, 
egardleſs of his glory's diminution 
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Till by their own perplexities involv d, 
They ravel more, ſtill leſs reſolv'd, 3 you 
But never find ſelf- ſatisfying ſolution. | 

As if they would confine th' Interminable, 


And tie him to his own preſeript, 
Who made our laws to bind us, not himſelf, 


Whom ſo it pleaſes him by choice 
From national obſtriction, without taint 
Of fin, or legal debt; 
For with his own laws he can beſt diſpenſe, 
He would not elſe who never wanted means, 315 
Nor in reſpect of th* enemy juſt cauſe 
To ſet his people free, 
Haye p:ompted this heroic Nazarite, 
Againſt his vow of ſtricteſt purity, 
To ſeek in marriage that fallacious bride, 320 
Unclean, unchaſte. 
Down reaſon then, at leaſt vain reaſonings Jown, 
Though reaſon here aver 
That moral verdict quits her of unclean : 
Unchaſte was ſubſequent, her ſtain not his, 325 
But ſee here comes thy reverend Sire, 
With careful ſtep, locks white as down, 
Old Manoah :; adviſe 
Forthwith how thou oughtſt to receive him. 
Saus, Ay me, another inward grief awak'd 330 
With mention of that name renews th' aſſault, 
Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for ſuch ye ſeem, 
Though in this uncouth place; if old reſpect, 
As I ſuppoſe, tow'ards your once glory'd friend, 
My Son now captive, hither hath inform'd 339 
Your Tounger feet, while mine caſt back with age 
Came lagging ier; ; ſay if he be here. 
Cnon. As ſignal now in low dejected ſtate, 
As earſt in hi gh 'eft, hehold him where he lies, 
MAN. O miſerable change! is this the man, 340 
That invincible Samſon, far renown'd, 
The dread of Iſrael's foes, who with a itrength - 


And hath full right © exempt 310 
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Equivalent to Angels walk'd their ſtreets, 
None offering fight ; who fingle combatant 


Duel'd their armies rank d in proud array, 345 


Himſelf an army, now unequal match *' 

To fave himſelf againſt a coward arm'd 

At one ſpear's length. O ever failing truſt 

In mortal ſtrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and vain ? Nay what thing good 350 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane ? 

I pray'd for children, and thought barrenneſs 

In wedlock a reproach ; I gain'd a ſon, 

And ſuch a ſon as all men hail'd me happy; 


Who would be now a father in my ftead ? 355. 


Q wherefore did God grant me my requeſt, 

And as a blefling with ſuch. pomp adorn'd ? 

Why are his gifts deſirable, to tempt | 
Our earneſt pray'rs, then giv'n with ſolemn händ 


As grace, draw a ſcorpi on's tail behind? 360 


For this did th' Angel twice deſcend ? for this 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant 

Select and ſacred, glorious for a while, 

The miracle of men ; then in an hour 


luſnar'd, aſſaulted, overcome, led bound, 365 


Thy toes deriſion, capt ive, poor, and blind, 
Into a dungeon thruſt, to work with ſlaves ? 
Alas methinks whom God hath choſen once 
To worthieſt deeds, if he through frailty err, 


He ſhould not ſo o'erwhelm, and as a thrall 372 | 


Subject him to ſo foul indignities, | 
Be it but for honor's ſake of former deeds, 
Sams. Appoint not heav'nly diſpoſition, Father 
Nothing of all theſe evils hath befall'n me 
But juſtly ; I myſelf have brought them on, 379 
Sole author I, ſole cauſe : if ought ſeem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who' have profan'd 
The myſtery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithleſs enemy. 380 
This well I knew, nor was at all ſurpriz'd, 
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But warn'd by oft experience : did not the 
Of Timna firſt betray me, and reveal 
The ſecret wreſted from me in her highth 


To them who had corrupted her, my ſpies, 
And rivals ? In this other was there found 
More faith, who a ſo in her prime of love, 
Spouſal embraces, vitiated with gold, 
Though offer'd only, by the ſent conceiv'd 390 
Her ſpurious firſt- born, treaſon againſt me? 

Thrice the aſſay d with flattering pray'rs and fighs, 
And amorous reproaches, to win from me 

My capital ſecret, in what part my ſtrength {know ; 
Lay ſtor' d, in whet part ſumm'd, that ſhe might 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn'd to ſport 396 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 

How openly, and with what impudence 

She purpos'd to betray me, and (Which was worſe 
Than undiſſembled hate) with what contempt 400 


She ſought to make me traitor to myſelf; 


Yet the fourth time, when muft'ring all her wiles, 
With blandiſh'd parlies, feminine aſſaults, 

Tongue- batteries, ſhe ſurceas'd not day nor night 
To ſtorm me over-watch'd, and weary'd out, 405 
At times when men ſeek moſt repoſe a id reft, 
I yielded, and unlock'd her all my heart, 
Who with a grain of manhood well reiolv'd, 
Might eaſily have ſhook off all her ſnares: 
But foul effeminacy held me yok d 

Her bond ſlave; O indignity, O blot 

To honor and religion! ſervile mind 
Rewarded well with ſervile puniſhment ! 
The baſe degree to which I now am fall'n, 
Theſe rags, this grinding is not yet ſo baſe 
As was my former ſervitude, ignoble, 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous. 
True ſlavery. and that blindneſs worſe than this, 
That ſaw not how degenerately I tery'd, © 
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Man, I cannot praiſe thy marriage choices, Son, 
Rather approv'd them nct ; but thou didſt plead 421 
Divine impulſien prompting how thou might'ſt 
Find ſome occaſion to infeſt our foes, 

] fate not that; this I am ſure, our foes 
Found ſoon occaſion thereby to make thee 425 
Their captive, and their triumph; thou the ſooner 
Temptation found'ſt, or over- potent charms 
To violate the ſacred truſt of ſilence 
Depoſited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy pow'r : true; and thou bear'ſt 430 
Enough, and more, the burden of that fault ; 
Bitterly haſt thou paid, and ſtill art paying 
That rigid fcore. A worſe thing yet remains, 
This day the Philiflines a popular feaſt 
Here celebrate in Gaza ; and proclame 
Great pomp, and ſacrifice, and praiſes loud 
To Dagon, as their God who hath deliver'd 
Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 
Them out of thine, who ſlew'ſt them many a ſlain, 
So Dagon ſhal! be magnify'd, and God 
Beſides wham is no God, compar'd with idols, 
Diſglorify'd, blaſphem'd, and had in ſcorn 
By the idolatrous rout amidft their wine; 
Which to have come to paſs by means of thee, 
damſon, of all thy ſufferings think the heavieſt, 445 
Of all reproach the moſt with ſhame that ever 
Could have befali'n thee and thy father's houſe. 
Sams. Father, I do acknowledge and confeſs 
That I this honor, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanc'd his praiſes high 450 
\mong the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Diſhonour, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
f idoliſts, and 2theiſts ; have brought ſcandal 
o Iſrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 
n feeble hearts, propenſe enough before 
0 waver, or fall oft and join with idols ; 
Which is my chief affliftion, ſhame and ſorrow, 
the anguiſh of my 8 ws ſuffers not 
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Mine eye to harbour fleep, or thoughts to reſt, Preſu 
This only hope relieves me, that the ſtrife 460 Weak 
With me. hath end; all the centeſt is now T hat 
*Fwixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath preſum'd, To th 
Me overthrown, to enter liſts with God, Ma 
His deity comparing and preferring But ac 
Befoze the God of Abraham, He, be ſu e, 4635 Repen 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd, Thou 
But will ariſe and his great name aſſert : Or th 
Pagan muſt ſtoop, and ſhall ere long receive And le 
Such a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him Thy p 
Of all theſe boaſted trophies won on me, 47 Cod u 
And with confufion blank his worſhippers. | Who e 
Man. With cauſe this hope relieves thee, and theſe (Beſt p 
Las a prophecy receive; for God, [ words Him u 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer Than \ 
To vind:cate the glory of his name 47% Which 
Againſt all competition, nor will long For ſelf 
Indure it doubtful whether God be Lord, Reje& 
Or Dagon. But for thee what ſhall be done ? But Go 
Thou muſt not in the mean while here forgot Home t 
Lie in this miſerable loathfome plight 480% Where 
Neglected. I already have made way His furt 
To ſome Philiftian lords, with whom to treat SAM: 
About thy ranſome : well they may by this To wha 
Have ſatisfy'd their utmoſt of revenge All mor 
By pains and ſlaveries, worſe than death inflicted 38 With yc 
On thee, who now no more canſt do them harm. 1 Of birth 
SANs. Spare that propoſal, Father, ſpare the troublſ Full of c 
Of that ſolicitation ; let me here, Of acts 
As I deſerve, pay on my puniſhment; Ihe long 
And expiate, if poſſible, my crime, 49Y fearleſs « 
Shameful garrulity, To have reveal'd I walk*d 
Secrets of men, the ſecrets of a friend, On hoſti! 
How bainous had the fact been, how deſerving Thea ſw 
Contempt, and fcorn of all, to be excluded Of fair f 
All friendſhip, and avoided as a blab, 4 Voften'd 
The mark of fool ſet on his front? At lengtl 
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preſumptuouſſy have publiſh'd, impiouſſ r 
Weakly at leasſt, and ſhamefully: a ſin . 
That Gentiles in their parables condemn 
To their abyſs and horrid pains confin'd. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But act not in thy own affliction, Son; 
Repent the fin, but if the puniſhment 
Thou can'ſt avoid, ſelf · preſervation bids; 
Or th* execution leave to high diſpoſal, 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyſelf ; perbaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his debt; 
Who ever more approves and more accepts 
(Beſt pleas'd with humble” and filial ſubmiſſion) © 
Him who imploring mercy ſues: for life, 
Than who ſelf-rigorous chooſes death as due; 
Which argues over-juſt, and ſelf-difpleas'd 
For ſelf-offenſe, more than for God offended, 51g 
Reject not then what offer'd means; who knows 
But God hath ſet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his ſacred houſe, 
Where thou may'ſt bring thy offerings, to avert 
His further ire, with pray' rs and vows renew'd ? 520 
Sams, His pardon I implore; but as for life, 
To what end ſhould I ſeek it? when in ſtrength 
All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 
With youthful Wage and m gnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 
Full of divine inſtinct, after ſome proof 
f acts indeed herolc, far beyond 
The ſons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd, 
Fearleſs of danger, like a petty God 
I walk*d about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hoſtile ground, none daring my affront, 
Then ſwoll'n with pride into the ſnare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, 
Soften'd with pleaſure and voluptuous life; 
At length to lay my head and hallow'd pledge 
Of all my IR in +. laſcivious Ss 
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f a deceitful concubine, who ſhore me 
ike a tame weather, all my precious fleece, 
Then turn'd me out ridiculous, deſpoil'd, 
$hav*n and diſarm'd among mine enemies. 540 
Co. Defire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldſt repreſs, nor did the dancing ruby 
n out- pour d, the flavor, or the ſmell, 
rtaſte that chears the heart of Gods and men, 545 
Allure thee from the cool cryſtallin ſtream, 
Sams, Wherever fountain or freſh current flow'd 
Againſt the eaſtern ray, tranſlucent, pure 
With touch ethereal of Heav'ns fiery rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 550 
Thirſt, and refreſh'd ; nor envy'd them the grape 
Whoſe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes, 
Cnor. O madneſs, to think uſe of ſtrongeſt wines 
And ſtrongeſt drinks our chief ſupport of health, 
When God with theſe forbidd'n made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, ſtrong above compare, 556 
Whoſe drink was only from the liquid brook. 
Sams, But what avail'd this temp'rance, not com- 
Againſt another object more enticing ? [pl:te 
What boots it at one gate to make defenſe, 569 
And at another to let in the foe, 
Effeminately vanquiſh'd ? by which means, 
Now blind, diſhearten'd, ſham'd, diſhonor'd, quell'd, 
To what can I be uſeful, wherein ſerve 
My nation, and the work from Heav'n impos'd, 
But to fit idle on the houſhold hearth, 566 
A burd'nous drone ;. to viſitants a gaze, 
Or pity'd object, theſe redundant locks 
Robuftious to no purpoſe eluſtring down, 
Vain monument of ſtrength ; till length of years 570 
And ſedentary numneſs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obſcure ? 
Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread, 
Till vermin or the draff of ſervile food 
Conſume me, and oft invocated death 575 
Haſten the welccme end of all my pains, 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 77 

Man, Wilt thou then ſerve the Philiſtines with 

that gift | , 
Which was expreſly giv'n thee to annoy them? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle, 
Inglorious, unemploy'd, with age out-worn, 550 
But God who caus'd a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to ſprine, thy thirſt t'allay 
After the brunt of battel, can as eaſy 
Cauſe light again within thy eyes to ſpring, 
Wherewith to ſerve him better than thou haſt; 583 
And I perſuade me ſo; why elſe this ſtrength | 
Miraculous yet remaining in thoſe locks ? 
His might continues in thee not for nought, 
Nor ſhall his wondrous gifts be fruſtrate thus. 

Sams. All otherwiſ to me my thoughts portend 590 
That theſe dark orbs no more ſha!l treat with light, 
Nor th' other light of life continue long, + 
But yield to double darkneſs nigh at hand: 

So much I feel my genial ſpirits droop, 

My hopes all flat, nature within me ſeems 595 
ja all her functions weary of herſelf, | 

My race of glory run, and race of ſhame, 

And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reft. 

Man, Believe not theſe ſuggeſtions which proceed 
From anguiſh of the mind and humors black, 600 
Thar mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Muſt not omit a father's timely care 4 
To proſecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranſome, or howelſe : mean while be calm, 
And healing words from theſe thy friends admit. 65 

SAMS. O that torment ſhould not be confin'd 
To the body's wounds and ſores, 

With maladies innumerable 

In heart, head, breaſt and reins ; 

But muſt ſecret paſſage find 5810 
To th' inmoſt mind, ö | 
There exerciſe all his fierce accidents, - 

And on her pureſt ſpirits prey, 

As on entrails, 3 and limbs, 
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78 SAMSON AGONISTES, 
With anſweiable pains, but more intenſe, 615 
Though void of corporal ſenſe. 
My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingring diſeaſe, | 
But finding no redreſs, ferment and rage, 
Nor leis than wounds immedicable 620 
Rankle, and feRer, and gangr ne, 
black mortification. i 
eee my tormentors arm'd with deadly ſtings 
25 ngle my apptehenſi ve tendereſt paris, : 
xaſperate, exulcerate, and raiſe _ 25 
Dre infammation, Which no cooling herb 
Or miedicinal liquor can aſſwage, 
Nor breath of vernal air from ſnowy Alp. 
Sleep hath forſook and giv'n me o'er 629 
To death's b-numming opium as my only eure: 
Thence faintings, ſwoonings of deſpair, 
And tenſe of Heav'n's deſertion. N 
L was his nurſling once and choice delight, 
is deſtin'd from the womb, ; 
—_ « heavinly meſſage twice deſcending, 635 
Under his ſpecial eye : : 
Abftemions I grew up and thriv'd amain; 
He led me on to mightieſt deeds 
Above the nerve'of mortal arm 40 1 
Againſt th' uncizcumcis'd, our enemies: 40 
But now hath caſt me off as never known, 
And to thoſe cruel enemies, | : 
Whom I by his appointment had provok'd, 
Left me all helpleſs with th? irreparable loſs 
Of fight, reſe vd alive to be repeated 645 
The ſubject of their cruelty or ſcorn, 
Nor am I 'n the lift of them that hope: 
Hopeleſs are all my evils, all remedileſs; 
This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard, 
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No long petition, ſeedy death, 

The cloſe of all my miſeries, and the balim. 
Cox. Many are the ſayings of the wiſe 

In ancient and in modern books inroll 3 
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SAMSON AGONISTES, 79 
Extolling patience as the trueſt fortitude; 
And to the bearing well of all calamities, 633 
All chances incident to man's frail life, 
Conſolatories writ | | 8 
With ſtudy'd argument, and much perſuaſion ſought 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought : 
But with th' afflicted in his pangs their ſound 66 
: Little prevails, or rather ſeems a tune | 
we Harſh, and of diſſonant mood from his complaint; 
8 Unleſs he feel within 
Some ſource of conſolation from above, 
Secret refreſhings, that repair his ſtrength, 655 
And fainting ſpirits uphold. 
| God of our fathers, what is man! 
6:6 | That thou towards him with hand ſo various, 
Joe might I ſay contrarious, | 
Temper'ſ thy ptovidence through his ſhort courſe, 
Not ev*nly, as thou rul'ft 672 
Th' angelic orders and inferior creatures mute 
Irrational and brute, 
Nor do I name of men the common rout, 
That wand'ring looſe about | 
Grow up and periſh, as the ſummer flie, 
Heads without name no more remember'd, 
But ſuch as thou haft ſolemnly elected, 
With gifts and graces eminently adorn'd 
To ſome great work, thy glory, 
; And people's ſafety, which in part they” effect: 
I Yet toward theſe thus dignify'd, thou oft 
„„ Amidſt their highth of noon . 
6 Changeſt thy countenance, and thy hand with no re- 
UN Of higheſt favors paſt [gard 
From thee on them, or them to thee of ſervice. 686 
Nor only doſt degrade them, or remit 
To life obſcur'd, which were a fair diſmiflion, 
But throw'ſt them lower than thou didft exalt them 
Unſeemly falls in human eye, Thigh, 
Too grievous for the treſpaſs or omiſſion ; 691 
Oft leav'ſt them to the r ſword. 
4” 
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80 SAMSON ACONIS TES. 


Of Heathen and profane, their carcaſes 

To dogs and fowls a prey, or elſe captiv'd; 

Or to th* unjuſt tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of ih ingrateful multitude. 696 
If theſe they ſcape, perhaps in poverty 

With fick neſs and diſeaſe thou bow'ſt them down, 
Painful diſeaſes and deform'd, 


In crude old age; 700 
Though not diſordinate, yet cauſieſs ſuff ring 
The puniſhment of diſſolute days: in fine, 

eft or unjuſt al. ke ſeem miſerable, 

or oft alike both come to evil end. 704. 


So deal not with this once thy glorious champion, 
The image of thy ſtrength, and mighty miniſter, 
What do I beg? how haſt thou dealt already? 
Behold him in this ſtate calamitous, and turn 
His labors, for thou canſt, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of ſea or land? 710 
Female of ſex it ſeems, 

That fo bedeck'd, ornate, and gay, 
Comes this way failing | 

Like 2 ftately ſhip p 
Of Tarſus, bound for th' iles 

Of Javan or Gadire 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim, 
Sails fll'd, and ſtreamers waving, 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play, 
An amber ſcent of odorous perfume 

Her harbinger, a damſel train behind; 
Some rich Philiſtian matron ſhe may ſeem, 


713 


720 


And now at nearer view, no other certain 


Than Dalila thy Wife. 


Sams, My Wife, my Trait'reſs, let her not come 


near me, 
Cnos. Yet on ſhe moves, now ſtands and eyes 
thee fix'd, 


About t'have ſpoke, but now, with head declin'd 


Like a fair flow'r ſurcharg'd with dew, ſhe weeps, 
And words addreſs'd ſeem into tears diſfoly'd, 
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Once more thy face, and know of thy eſtate, 


SAMSON AGONISTES. 


Welting the borders of her ſilken veil : 730 
But now again ſhe makes addreſs to ſpeak, 

Dar. With doubtful feet and wavering reſolution 
I came, till dreading thy diſpleaſure, Samſon, 
Which to have merited, without excuſe, | 
I cannot but acknowledge; yet if tears 72 
May expiate (though the fact more evil drew g 
In the perverſe event than I foreſaw) 
My penance hath not ſlacken'd, though my pardon 
No way aſſur d. But conjugal affection x 
Prevailing over fear, and timorous doubt, 
Hath led me on defirous to behold | 
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If ought in my ability may ſerve * 
To lighten what thou ſuffer'ſt, and appeaſe | | 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power, 745 
Though late, yet in ſome part to recompenſe 
My raſh but more unfortunate miſdeed. | 
Sams. Out, out Hyæna; theſe are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of every woman falſe like thee, | 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 75 
Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 
And reconcilement move with feign'd remorſe, 
Confeſs, and promiſe wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try | 
Her huſband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 753 
His virtue or weakneſs which way to aſſail: 4 
Then with more cautious and inſtructed ſkill 
Again tranſgreſſes, and again ſubmits ; 
hat wiſeſt and beſt men full oft beguil'd, 
ith goodneſs principled not to reject 
he penitent, but ever to forgive, 
ure drawn to wear out miſerable days, 
Intangled with a pois*nous boſom ſnake, 
f not by quick deſtruction ſoon cut off 
\s I by thee, to ages an example. 76 
Dar. Yet hear me, Samſon ; not that I endevo 
To leſſen or extenuate my offenſe, | 
ut that on th' other fide 5 it be weigh'sd 
Fe 5 
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By' itſelf, with aggravations not ſurcharg d, Mir 
Or elſe with juſt allowance counterpois'd, 770 Wh 
I may, if poſſible, thy pardon find | Fea 
The eafier towards me, or thy hatred leſs. The 
Firſt granting, as I do, it was a weakneſs Tho 

In me, but incident to all our ſex, And 
Curioſity, inquiſitive, imrortune 7751 Yet 
Of ſecrets, then with like infirmity 4 Be n 
To publiſh them, both common female faults: As t 
Was it not weak neſs alſo to make known If tl 
For importunity, that is for nought, In u 

" Whezein confiſted all thy ſtrength and ſafety ? 780 Ss 
To what I did thou ſhowd'ſt me firſt the way. Her 
But I to enemies revea.'d, and ſhould not: That 

Nor ſhould'ſt thou have truſted that to woman's frailty: By t. 
.Ere I to thee, thou to thyſelf waſt cruel, I led 
Let weakneſs then with weakneſs come to parle 785 I to 

So near related, or the fame of kind, Such 

Thine forgive mine; that men may cenſure thine I Take 

The gentler, if ſeverely thou exact not Impa 


Moe ſtrength from me, tban in thyſelf was found} Thou 
And what if love, which thou interpret'ſt hate, 790 Conf, 


The jealouſy of love, pow' ful of ſway And 
In human hearts, nor leſs in mine tow'rds thee, | Phili 
Caus'd what I did? I ſaw thee mutable . What 


Of fancy, fear'd leſt one day thou would'ſt leave me Inceſt 
As her at Timna, ſought by all means therefore 7% All w 
How to indear, and hold thee to me firmeſ : With 
No better way I faw than by importuning But le 
To learn thy ſecrets, get into my power 
Thy key of ſtrength and ſafety : thou wilt ſay, 
"Why then reveal'd? I was aſſur'd by thoſe 80 
Who tempted me, that nothing was deſign'd 
Again thee but ſafe cuſtody, and hold: _ 
That made for me; I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterpriſes, 

- While I at home fat full of cares and fears, 

Wailing thy abſence in my widow'd bed; 

Here I thyuld {till enjoy thee day and night 
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SAMSON AGONISTES, 83 
Mine and love's priſoner, not the Philiſtinee, 
Whole to myſelf, unhazarded abroad, | 
Fearleſs at home of partners in my love. 810 
Theſe reaſons in love's law Have paſt for good, 


Though fond and reaſonleſs to ſame perhaps: 


And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 

Yet always pity? or pardon hath obtain'd. , 1 

Be not unlike all others, not auſtere 315 

As thou art ſtrong, inflexible as ſteel, 

If thou in ſtrength all mortals doſt exceed, 

In uncompaſſionate anger do not ſo. 
Sams, How cunningly the ſorcereſs diſplays | 

Her own tranſgreſſions, to upbraid me mine? 320 

That malice not repentance brought thee hither, 

By this appears: I gave, thou fay'ſt, th' example, 

J led the way; bitter reproach, but true; : 

I to myſelf was falſe ere thou to me; | . 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 325 

Take to thy wicked deed; which when thou ſeeſt 

Impartial, ſelf- ſevere, inexorable, 

Thou wilt renounce thy ſeeking, and much rather 

Confeſs it feign'd : weakneſs is thy excuſe 

And I believe it, weakneſs to reſiſt 830 

Philiſtian gold: if weakneſs may excuſe, | 

What murderer, what traitor, parricide : 

Inceſtuous, ſacrilegious, but may plead it? 

All wickedneſs is weakneſs : that plea therefore 

With God or Man will gain thee no remiflion. 835 

But love conſtrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 

To ſatisfy thy luſt; love ſeeks to have love; 

My love how could'ft thou hope, who took'ſt the way 

To raiſe in me inexpiable hatred 

Knowing, as needs I muſt, by the betray'd ? 840 

In vain thou ftriv'ſt to cover ſhame with ſhame, , 

Or by evaſions thy crime uncover'ſt more. 
Dar. Since thou determin'ſ weakneſs for no p 

In man or woman, though to thy own condemning, 

Hear what aſſaults I had, what ſnares beſides, 340 

What ſieges girt me WA Px I conſcated ; 
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WW Which might have aw'd the beſt reſolv'd of men, Parer 


Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty ſo enjoining. $70 Let m 
Sams. I thought where all thy circling wiles would | Afford 


The conſtanteſt, to have yielded without blame. Nor 1 

WE It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'ſt Thou 
That wrought with me: thou know' the magiſtrates Thy. 
And princes of my country came in perſon, 830 Agair 

mr Solicited, commanded, threaten'd, urg'd, No m 
F Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty, Of m 
And of religion, preſs'd how juſt it was, By we 
Ho honorable, how glorious to intrap $55 For u 
A common enemy, who had deſtroy'd Not t. 

Wt Such numbers of our nation: and the prieſt To pl, 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear, T* ace 
Wy Preaching how meritorious with the Gods But b. 
It would be to inſnare an irreligious 360 Of the 
Dichonorer of Dagon : what had I Leſs t 
T' oppoſe againſt ſuch pow'rful arguments ? Theſe 
| hh Only my love of thee held leng debate, Bare i 
And combated in filence all theſe reaſons Da' 
VWꝰich hard conteſt : at length that grounded maxim Goes | 
8 || So rife and celebrated in the mouths 866 J. $47 
5 [| | Of wiieſt men, that to the public good Witne 
9 i Private reſpects muſt yield, with grave authority Da! 
Tools full poſſeſſion of me and prevail'd ; In wh: 
In feign'd religion, ſmooth hypocriſy. [end; |} Tow'a 
But had thy love, ſtill odiouſly pretended, Miſgui 
Been, as it ought, ſincere, it would have taught thee | Bear n 
Far other reaſonings, brought forth other deeds, T aff 
I before all the daughters of my tribe $76 Life ye 
And of my nation choſe thee from among Where 
My enemies, loy'd thee, as too well thou knew'ſt, At hon 
Too well, unboſom'd all my ſecrets to thee, Exemp 
Not out of levity, but overpower d 880 Eye-fig 
By thy requeſt, who could deny thee nothing; J th 
err 1 


Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
Didſt thou at firſt receive me for thy huſband, From f 
Then, as ſince then, thy country's foe profefs'd? With n 
Being once a wife, for me thou waſt to leave 389 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 85 
Parents and country; nor was I their ſubject, 
Nor under their protection but my own, 
Thou mine, not theirs : if ought againſt my life 
Thy country ſought of thee, it ſought unjuſtly, 
Againſt the law of 2 nature, law of nations, 
No more thy country, but an impious crew. 
Of men conſpiring to uphold their tate 
By worſe than hoſtile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our country is a name ſo dear; 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal mov'd thee ; 
To pleaſe thy Gods thou didſt it; Gods unable 896 
T* acquit themſelves and proſecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
Of their own deity, Gods cannot be; 
Leſs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, "or fear'd. 900 
Theſe falſe pretexts and varniſh* d colors failing 
Bare in thy guilt how foul muſt thou appear ? 
DAL. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worſe, whatever be her cauſe, 
Sams, For want of words no doubt; or lack of 
Witneſs when I was worried with thy peals, breath; 
Dar.. I was a fool, too raſh, and quite miſtaken 
In what I thought would have ſucceeded beſt, 
Let me obtain forgiveneſs of thee, Samſen, 
Afford me place to ſhow what recompenſe 910 
Tow'ards thee I intend for what I have miſdone, 
Miſguided; only what remains paſt cure 
Bear not too ſenſibly, nor ſtill inſiſt 
T' afflict thyſelf in vain : though fight be loft, 
Life yet hath many ſolaces, enjoy'd 
Where other ſenſes want not their delights 
At home in leiſure and domeſtic eaſe, 
Exempt from many a care and chance to which-- 
Eye-fight expoſes daily men abroad, 60 
I to the lords will intercede, not doubting 920 
Their favorable ear, that I may ſetch thee | 
From forth this loathſome priſon-houſe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and. care 
With nurſing e to me glad office, 
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SAMSON AGO NIS TES. 
May ever tend about thee to old age 


With all things grateful chear'd, and ſo ſupply' 5 


That what by me thou'haſt loſt thou leaſt ſhalt miſs, 
Saus. No, no, of my condition take no care; 

It fits not; thou and J long ſince are twain; 

Nor think me ſo unwary or accurs'd, 930 

To bring my feet again into the ſnare 

Where once I have been caught ; I know thy trains 

Though dearly to my coſt, thy gins, and toils ; 

Thy fair inchanted cup, and warbling charms 

No more on me have pow'r, their force is null'd, 

So much of adder's wiſdom I have learn'd 936 

To fence my ear againſt thy ſorceries. | 

If in my flower of youth and ſtrength, when all men 


- Lov'd, honor d, fear'd me, thou alone could'ſt hate me 


Thy huſband, flight me, fell me, and forgo me; 940 
' How wouldſt thou uſe me now, blind, and thereby 

. Deceivable, in moſt things as a child 

Helpleſs, thence eafily contemn'd, and ſcorn'd, 
And laſt neglected? How woutdft thou inſult, 
When I muſt live uxorious to thy will 945 
In perfect thraldom, how again betray me, | 
Bearing my words and doings to the lords 

To gloſs upon, and cenſuring, frown or ſmile? 
This jail I count the heuſe of liberty 


To thine, whoſe doors my feet ſhall never enter. 95 


Dar. Let me approach atleaft, and touch thy hand 


Sams. Not for thy life, leſt fierce remembrance 


My ſudden rage to tear thee joint by joint, [wake 
At diſtance I forgive thee, go with that ; | 
"Bewail thy falſhood, and the pions works 966 


It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuſtrious women, faithful wives: 
Cheriſh thy baſten'd widowhood with the gold 
Of matrimonial treaſon : ſo farewel. 

Pax. I ſee thou art implacable, more deaf 96. 
To pray'rs, than winds or ſeas, yet winds to ſeas 
Ate reconcil'd at length, and ſea to ſhore ; 

'Thy a_ unappealable, | ſtill rages, 
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Eternal tempeſt never to be calm'd. 1 
Why do I humble thus myſelf, and ſuing 96g 
For pcace, reap nothing but repulſe and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand : 
Of intamy upon my name denounc'd ? 

To mix with thy concernments I deſiſt 
Henceforth, nor too much diſapprove my own. 970 
Fame if not double-fac'd is double-mouth'd, 
And with contrary blaſt proclames moſt deeds ; ; 
On both his wings, one black, the other white, 
Bears greateſt names in his wild aery flight. 

My name perhaps among the circumeis'd, 

In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes, 
To all poſterity may ſtand defam'd, 


975 


Of falſhood moſt unconjugal traduc'd. 

But in my country where J moſt deſire, 

In Ecron, Gaza, A ſdod, and in Gath, 

I ſhall be fam'd among the famouſeſt 

Or women, ſung at ſolemn feſtivals, 

Living and dead recorded, who to fave 

Her country from a fierce deſtroyer,” choſe 
Above the faith of wedlock-tands, my tomb 
With odors viſited and annual flowers; 

Not leſs renown'd than in mount Ephraim 
Jael, who with inhoſpitable ęuile 

Smote Siſera ſleeping 3 the temples nail'd. 
Nor ſhall I count it hainous to enjoy | 
The public marks of honor and reward 

Conferr'd upon me, for the piety 
Which to my country I was judg'd to'have ſhown. ft 
At this whoever envies or repines, | 995 = 
I leave him to his lot, and like my own, =—* 

Cnor, She's gone, a manifeſt ſerpent by her ting | 
Diſcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd, 2 
Sams, So let her go, God ſent her to debaſe me, no 

And aggravate my folly, who committed 1000 
To ſuch a viper his moſt ſacred truſt + 
Of ſecreſy, my lafety, and my Uſe, 


988 
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Cnonx. Vet beauty, though injurious, hath ſtrange WW To fo 


After offenſe returning, to regain [power, ¶ What 
Love once poſſeſs'd, nor can be eaſily 1005 Imbar 
Repuls'd, without much inward paſſion felt | Fay 
And ſecret ſting of amorous remorſe, One v 
_ Sams, Love-quarrels oft in pleaſing concord end, That i 
Not wedlock - treachery indang'ring life. Happy 


Chos. It is not virtue, wiſdom, valor, wit, 1010 But vi, 
Strength, comelineſs of ſhape, or ampleſt merit And a 
That woman's love can win or long inherit; Moſt C1 


But what it is, hard is to ſay, There! 
Harder to hit, | \ ave | 
4 way ſhaver men refer it) 2015 Over þ 

uch like thy riddle, Samſon, in one day Nor fr 


Or ſev'n, though one ſhould muſing fit. Smile 

If any of theſe or all, the Tiranian bride So ſhal 
Had not ſo ſoon preferr'd Dn his 
Thy paranymph, worthleſs to thee compar'd, 1020 ny fen 
Succeſſor in thy bed, But 
Nor both ſo looſly diſally'd Sam 
Their nuptials, nor did this laſt ſo treacherouſly Cao: 
Had ſhorn the fatal harveſt of thy head, 


Is it for that ſuch outward ornament 2025 
Was laviſh'd on their ſex, that inward gifts 

Were left for haſte unfiniſh'd, judgment ſcant, 
Capacity not rais'd to apprehend 

Or value what is beſt 

In choice, but often to affect the wrong ? 1030 
Or was too much of ſelf- love mix! d, 


Of conſtancy no root infix d, less co 
That either they love nothing, or not long? he ſur 
Whate'er it be, to wiſeſt men and beſt lis hab 
Seeming at firſt all heav*nly under virgin veil, 1033 84 My 
Soft, modeſt, meek, demure, Crog 
Once join'd, the contrary ſhe proves, a thorn 
Inteſtin, far within defenſive arms 8 HAR 
A cleaving miſchief, in his way to virtue s theſ 


Adverſe and turbulent, or by her charms 1040 
Draws him e 4 | 
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With dotage, and his ſenſe deprav'd 
1 range To folly and ſhameful deeds which ruin ends, 
[ power, ¶ What pilot ſo expert but needs muſt wreck 
1005 Imbark* d with ſuch a fteers- mate at the helm? 1045 
| Favor'd of Heay'n who finds 
One virtuous rarely found, 
xd end, That in domeſtic good . : 
Happy that houſe ! his way to peace is ſmooth : ' 
it, 1010 But virtue which breaks through all oppoſition, 1050 
erit And all temptation can remove, 
3 Moſt ſhines and moſt is acceptable above. 
Therefore God's univerſal law 
Gave to the man deſpotic power 
2015 [Over his female in due awe, 1055. 
Nor from that right to part an hour, | 
Smile ſhe or lour: | 
So ſhall he leaſt confuſion draw 
On his whole life, not ſway'd 2 
d, 1020 BBy female uſurpation, or diſmay'd | 2060 
But had we beſt retire, I ſeea ſtorm? 
SaMs, Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain, 


9 — | 
C f 


ouſly Cror, But this another kind of tempeſt brings. 
SAmMs. Be leſs obſtruſe, my riddling days are paſt, 
2025 © Chor. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor fear 
fts The bait of honied words; a rougher tongue 1066 
cant, Draws hitherward, I know him by his ſtride 
he giant Harapha of Gath, his look 
aughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
; 1039 omes he in peace? what wind hath blown him 
hither 
ess conjecture than when firſt I ſaw 1071 
ig ? he ſumptuous Dalila floting this way : 


1 lis habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 
veil, 1033 Sams, Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 
| Cho. His fraught we ſoon ſhall know, he now: 
horn arrives. 1076 
| Har. I come not, Samſon, to condole thy chance, 
$ theſe perhaps, yet wiſh it had not been, 
2049 Hhough for no friendly? intent, I am of Gath, 


ll = Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. 


—— 


' What then thou would, thou ſeeſt it in thy hand. 


go SAMSON AGONISTES. 


Men call me Harapha, of ſtock renown'd 

As Og or Anak and the Enims old 

That Kiriathaim held, thou know*ft me now 

If thou at all art known, Much I have heard 

Of thy prodigious might and feats perform'd 

Incredible to me, in this diſpleas'd, 

That I was never preſent on the place 168g 

Of thoſe encounters, where we might have try'd 

Each other's force in camp or lifted field. 

And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noiſe 

Hath walk'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, 

If thy appearance anſwer loud report. 1090 
Sams, The way toknow were not to ſee but taſte, 
Has.. Doſt thou already ſingle me? I thought 

O that fortune 

Had brought me to the fie'd, where thou had fam'd 

To have wrought ſuch wonders with an aſs's jaw ; 

I ſhould have forc'd thee ſoon wiſh other arms, 

Or left thy carcaſe where the aſs lay thrown : 

So had the glory of proweſs been recover d 

To Paleſtine, won by a Philiſtine 1099 

From the unforeſkin'd race, of whom thou beai'ſt 


1080 


The higheſt name for valiant acts; that honor 


Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee 
I loſe, prevented by thy eyes put out. 
Sams. Boaſt not of what thou wouldſt have done, 
but do 5 1104 


Har. To combat with a blind man I diſdain, 

And thou haft need much waſhing to be touch'd. 
Sams, Such uſage as your honorable lords 

Aﬀord me” aſſaſſinated and betray'd, | 

Who durſt not with their whole united powers 1110 

In fight withſtand me fingle and unarm'd, 

Nor in the houſe with chamber ambuſhes 

©loſe- banded durſt attack me, no not ſleeping 

Till-they had hir'd a woman with their gold 

Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me 1114 


Therefore without feign'd ſhifts let be aſſign d 
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Some narrow place inelos'd, where ſight may give thee 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me "i 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of braſs, thy broad habergeon, 1120 
Vant- braſs and greves, and gauntlet, add thy ſpear, 
A weaver's beam, and ſev'n- times folded ſhield, © 
Joaly with an oaken-flaff will meet thee, 
And raiſe ſuch outcries on thy clatter'd iron, 1124 
Which long ſhall not withold me from thy head, 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 
Then oft ſhall wiſh thyſelf at Gath to boaſt 
Again in ſafety what thou wouldſt have done 
To Samſon, but ſhalt never ſee Gath more. 
Haz, Thou durſt not thus difparage glorious arms, 
Which greateſt heroes have in battel worn, 11322 
Their ornament and ſafety, had not ſpells _ =- 
And black inchantments, ſomg mag cian's art,, 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ſtrong, which thou from 
Heaven RE . 2 FL, 00 
Feign'dſt at thy birth was giv'n thee in thy air, F 
Where ſtrength can leaft abide, though all thy hairs” 
Were briſtles rang'd like thoſe that ridge the back 
Of chaf'd wild boars, or ruffled porcupines, 
Sams. I know no ſpells, uſe no forbidden arts; 
My truſt is in the living God, who gave me 1140 1 
At my nativity this ſtrength, diffus'd 2 | 
No leſs through all my finews, joints and bones, = 
Than thine, while I preſerv'd theſe locks unſhorn, 
The pledge of my unviotated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy God, 
Go to his temple, invocate his aid 
With ſolemneſt devotion, ſpread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To fruſtrate and difſclve theſe magic ſpells, 
Which I to be the power of Iſrael's God 
Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teſt, 
Offering to combat thee his champion bold, 
Wich the utmoſt of his Godhead ſeconded: 
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Then ſhalt thou ſee, or rather to thy ſorrow 1154 
Soon feel, whoſe God is ſtrongeſt, thine or mine. 
Har. Preſume not on thy God, whate'er he be, 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and deliver'd up 
Into thy enemies hand, permitted them * 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd ſend thee 
Into the common priſon, there to grind 1161 
Among the ſlaves and aſſes thy comrades, 
As good for nothing elſe, no better ſervice 
With thoſe thy boiſt'rous locks, no worthy match 
For valor to aſſail, nor by the ſword 1165 
Of noble warrior, ſo to ſtain his honor, 0 pay 
But by the barber's razor beſt ſubdued. y nat 
SAMS, All theſe indignities, for ſuck they are t was 1 
From thine, theſe evils I deſerve and more, «well 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 1170 Rut I 2 


- 


uſtly, yet deſpair not of his final pardon 48 a les 
Whoſe ear is ever open, and his eye Single r 
Gracious to re- admit the ſuppliant ; was n 
In confidence whereof I once again ith fl 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 1175 Fro free 
By combat to decide whoſe God is God, e thei 
Thine or whom I with Iſrael's ſons adore. But to t 
Hax. Fair honor that thou doſt thy God, in rh' und 

| truſting was to 

He will accept thee to defend his cauſe, and had 
A Murderer, a Revolter, and a Robber. 1180149 not 


SAMS. Tongue-doughty Giant, how doſt thou 
prove me theſe ? | Though 

Has. Is not thy nation ſubject to our lords? Who no 
Their magiſtrates confeſs'd it, when they took thee Ns a pet 


Theſe fh 


As a league-breaker and deliver'd bound Has. 

EF JInto our hands: for hadſt thou not committed 118 Due by t 
| otorious murder on thoſe thirty men To fight 
At Aſcalon, who never did thee harm, SAMs, 


Then like a robber ſtripp'dſt them of their robes ? 


13e Philiftines, when thou hadſt broke the league, 
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Went up with armed pow'rs thee only ſeeking, 


5 To others did no violence nor ſpoil. 1191 
1154 Sams. Among the daughters of the Philiſtines 
ine. choſe a wife, which argu'd me no foe; 

he be, and in your city held my nuptial feaſt: 

F But yonr ill- meaning politician lords, 1193 


nder pretence of bridal friends and gueſts, 
\ppointed to await me thirty ſpies, 
ad thee Wwho threatning cruel death, conſtrain'd the bride 
3161 ro wring from me and tell to them my ſecret, 
hat ſolv'd the riddle which I had propos d. 1200 
hen I perceiv'd all ſet on enemy, | 
match Was on my enemies, wherever chanc'd, 
116; Wh vs'd hoſtility, and took their ſpoil 
o pay my underminers in their coin. 
y nation was ſubjected to your lords, 1205 
ey are t was the force of conqueſt ; force wirh force 
, s well ejected when the conquer'd can. 
1 me 1170 But I a private perſon, whom my country 
s a league - breaker gave up bound, preſum'd 
Single rebellion and did hoſtile acts. 1210 
was no private but a perſon rais'd 
ith flrength ſufficient and command from Heaven 
1175 Wo free my country; if their ſervile minds 
e their deliverer ſent would not receive, 
But to their maſters gave me up for nougkt, 121g 
Th' unworthier they; whence to this day they ſerve, 
was to do my part from Heav'n affign'd, 
ind had perform'd it, if my known offenſe 
ad not difabled me, not all your force: + 
Theſe ſhifts refuted, anſwer thy appellant 1220 
Though by his blindneſs maim'd for high attempts, 
ho now defies thee thrice to fingle fight, 
a petty enterpriſe of ſmall enforce. 
Har. With thee a man condemn'd, a ſlave inroll'd, 
due by the law to capital puniſhment ; ? 1224 
ſo fight with thee no man of arms will deign, 
Saus. Cam'ſt thou for _ vain boaſter, to ſur · 
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To deſcaat on my ſtrength, and giv thy verdict? 
Come nearer, part not hence ſo flight inform'd ; 
But take good heed my hand ſuryey not thee, 1230 

Har. O Baal-zebub! can my ears unu d 
Hear theſe diſhonors, and-not render death ? 
Sams, No man witholds thee, nothing from thy 
| hand 
Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van, 

My heels are fetter'd, but my fiſt is free. 1235 
HA. This inſolence other kind of anſwer fits. 

Sams. Go baffled coward, left I run upon thee, 
Though in theſe chains, bulk without ſpirit vaſt, 
And with one buffet: lay thy ſtructure low, 

Or ſwing thee in the air, then daſh thee down 1240 
To th* hazard of thy brains and ſhattei'd ſides. 

Har. By Aſtaroth ere long thou ſhalt lament 
Theſe braveries in irons loaden on thee, 

Cror, His giantſhip is gone ſomewhat creſt-fall'n 
Striking with leſs unconſcionable ſtrides, 1245 
And lower looks, but ina ſultry chafe. 

Saus. Idre:d him not, nor all his giant-brood 
Though fame divulge him father of five ſons, 

All of gigantic ſize, Goliah chief. 

Cnok. He will directly to the lords, I fear, 125 
And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 
Some way or other yet further to afflict thee. 

Sams. He muſt allege ſome cauſe, and offer'd fight 
Will not dare mention, left a queſtion riſe 
Whether he durſt accept the' otter or not, 
And that he durſt not plain enough appear'd, 
Much more affliction than already felt 

They cannot well impoſe, nor I ſuſtain ; 

If they intend advantage of my labors, | 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no ſmall profit daily to my owners. 126 
But come what will, my deadlieſt foe will prove 
My ſpeedieſt friend, by death to rid me hence, 0 
The worſt that he can give, to me the beſt, 
Yet ſo it may fall out, becauſe their end 
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5 96 
erdict? Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 

m' d; Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

lee. 1230 CnoR. Oh how comely it is, and how reviving 

d To the ſpirits of juſt men long oppreſs'd ! | ö 
12 When God into the hands of their deliverer 1270 


from thy Puts invincible might ; 
To quell the mighty of the earth, th' oppreſſor 
The brute and boift'rous force of violent men 
| 1235 Hardy and induſtrious to ſupport 
wer fits. Tyrannic pow'r, but raging to purſue 1275 
pon thee, I he righteous and all ſuch as honor truth ; 
rit vaſt, He all their ammunition 
„ And feats of war defeats 
down 12 With plain heroic magnitude of ming 
| fades. And celeſtial vigor arm'd 1280 
lament Their armories and magazines contemns 
Renders them uſeleſs, while 
creſt-fall'n,ſ With winged expedition 
124 Swift as the lightning glance he executes 


| His errand on the wicked, who ſurpris'd 1285 
ant-brood I Loſe their defenſe diſtracted and amaz'd, 
ſons, But patience is more oft the exerciſe k 
Of ſaints, the trial of their fortitude, . 
I fear, 12 Making them each his own deliverer, 
p And victor over all 1290 
A thee. That tyranny or fortune can inflict. 


d offer'd fight 


Either of theſe is ſin thy lot — 


riſe Samſon, with might indued 

ot, 12 Above the ſons of men; but fight bereav'd 

pear d. May chance to number thee with thoſe 1295 
Whom patience finally muſt crown. | 

; This idol's day hath been to thee no day of reſt. 


Laboring thy mind 


4 my keeping More than the working day thy hands. 


ers. 120FAnd yet perhaps more trouble is behind 1300 
will prove for I deſery this way n | 
ne hence, {ome other tending, in his hand 

beſt, \ ſcepter or quaint ſtaff he bears, 


id omes on amain, {ſpeed in his look, 
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By his habit I diſcern him now 

A public Officer, and now at hand. 

His meſſage will be ſhort and voluble. | 
Orr. Hebrews, the pris'ner Samſon here I ſeek, 
Crxor, His manacles remark him, there be fits, 


1306 


Orr. Samſon, to thee our lords thus bid me ſay; 


This day to Dagon is a ſolemn feaſt, 
With ſacrifices, triumph, pomp, and games; 
Thy ſtrength they know ſurpaſſing human rate, 
And now ſome public proof thereof require 
To honor this great feaſt, and great aſſembly; 1315 
Riſe therefore with all ſpeed and come along, 
Where I will ſee thee hearten'd and freſh clad 
To? appear as fits before th illuſtrious lords, them, 
Sams, Thou know'ſt I am an Hebrew, therefore tell 
Our Law forbids at their religious rites 1320 
My preſence ; for that cauſe I cannot come, 
Orr. This anſwer, be aſſur'd, will not content them, 
Sams, Have they not ſword-players, and every ſort 
Of gymnic artiſts, wreſtlers, riders, runners, 
e ene and dancers, antics, mummers, mimcis, 
ut they muſt pick me out with ſhackles tir'd, 1326 
And over-labor'd at their public mill, 
To make them ſport with blind activity? 
Do they not ſeek occaſion of new quarrels 
On my refuſal to diſtreſs me more, 
Or make a game of my calamities ? 
Return the way thou cam'ſt, I will not come. 
Orr. Regard thyſelf, this will offend them highly. 
Saus. Myſelf? my conſcience and internal peace, 
Can they, think me ſo broken, ſo bebas'd 1335 
With cerporal ſervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condeſcend to ſuch abſurd commands? 
Although their drudge, to be their fool or jefter, 
And in my midſt of ſorrow and heart grief 
To ſhow them feats, and play before the.r God, 1340 
The worſt of all indignities, yet on me 
Join'd with extreme contempt ? I will not come, 


1311 


1330 


Idolat. 
Say 
Honef 
Of th 
Cn 


SAS 


Put w 
Not dr 
Comm 
I do it 
God fe 
Set Ga 
Shall r 
Vet th 


Preient 


2 306 


e I ſeek, 

he fits, 

d me ſay; 
1311 

es; 

ate, 


ly ; 1315 
Ng, 
id 
[them, 
erefore tell 
1320 
e. 
tent them. 
| every ſort 
ers, 
nimcis, 


ir'd, 1326 


8 
1330 


Ome. 

em highly. 
ernal peace. 
| 1335 
ver 

Is? 

xr jeſter, 
jef 

God, 1340 


10t come, 


SAMSON AGONISTES. 97 
Orr. My meſſage was impos'd bn me with ſpeed, 
Brooks no delay: is this thy reſolution? 1344 
SArgs, So take it with what ſpeed thy meſſage needs, 

Orr. I am ſorry what this ſtoutneſs will produce. 

Saus. Perhaps thou ſhalt have cauſe to ſorrow' 

indeed. 

Cnonx. Conſider, Samſon; matters now are ſtrain'd 
Up to the highth, whether to hold or bre; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 1350 - 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame ? 

Expect another meſiage more imperious, 
More lordly thund'ring than thou well wilt bear. 

Sams, Shall I abuſe this conſecrated gift 
Of ſtrength, again returning with my hair 
After my great tranſgreſſion, ſo requite 
Favor renew'd, and add a greater fin 
By proflituting holy things to idols; 

A Nazarite in place abominable 

Vaunting my ſtrength in honor to their Dagon . 1369 
Beſides how vile, contemptible, ridiculous,” 

What at more execrably unclcan, profane 2 

Cox. Yet with this ſtre nęth thou ſerv'ſt the Phi- 
Idolatrous, uncireumcis'd, unclean, [ liKines, - 

SaMsS. Not in their ;idot-worthip, but by labor 
Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food 1366 
Of thoſe who have me in their civil power. 

Cruor, Where the heart joins not, outward ads de- 

file not, 


1353 


: 


280. Where outward force conſtrairs, the ſen» 3 


tence holds. 

Pur who conſtrains me to the temple? of Dagon 

Not dragging ? the Phihſtian lords command. 1378 
Co mmands are no conitraints. If I obey them, 
I do it freely, venting to diſpleaſe ; 

God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer, 
Set Gad behind: which in his jealouly 
Shall never, varepented, find forgiveneis, 
Yet that he may di penſe with me vr thee 
Present in tempies at 100 arfous ited , 


1371 
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For ſome important cauſe, thou need'ſt not doubt. 137 
Cor. How thou wilt here come off ſurrnounts n 
SAMs, Be of good courage, I begin to feel [ read 


Some rouſing motions in me which diſpoſe 
To ſomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
T with this meſienger will go along, 
Nothing (o do, be ſure, that may diſhonor 
Our Law, or ſtein my vow of Nazarite, 
If there be ought of preſage in the mind, 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By tome great act, or of my davs the laſt, 13. 
Cnor, In time thou hall reſolv'd, the man retur 
Orr. Samſop, this ſecond meſſage from our lot 
To thee I am bid ſay, Art thou our flave, 
Our captive, at the public mill our drudge, 
And dar ſt thou at our ſending and command 
Diſpute thy com ng? come without delay; 
Or we ſhall find ſuch engins to aſſail 
And h. mper hee, as thou ſhalt come of force, 
Though thou wert fi:mlier faſten'd than a rock, 
SAMs, I could be well content to try their art 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicio) 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, I: 
Becaule they ſhall pot trail me through their free 
Like a wild beaſt, I am content to go, 
2 cammands come with a pow'r reſiſtleſs 
o ſuch as owe them abſolute ſubjeftion 3 * 1 
And for à life who will not change his purpoſe? 
So mutable are all the ways of men) 
et this be ſure, in nothing to comply 
Seandaloug or forbidden in our Law. 
Orr. I praiſe thy reſolution : doff theſe links 
y this compliance thou wilt win the lordg 1 
o favor, and perhaps to ſet thee free, : 
Saus. Brethren Sewell; your company ale 
I will not wiſh, leſt it perhaps offend them 
To ſes me girt with friends; and how the ſight 1 
Of me as of a common enemy, __ 
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I know not: lords are lordlieſt in their wine; 

And the well-feaſted prieſt then ſooneſt fir'd 

With zeal, if ought religion ſeem*d concern'd; 1426 
No leſs the people on their holy-days g 
Impetuous, inſolent, unquenchable: 

Happen what may, of me expect to hear 

Nothing diſhonorable, impure, unworthy 

Our God, our Law, my Nation, or myielf, 1423 
The laſt of me or no I cannot warrant. 


Cnor. Go, and the Holy One 


Of Iſrael be thv guide g 

To what may ſerve his glory beſt, and ſpread his name 
Great among the Heathen round; 1430 
Send thee the Angel of thy birth, to ſtand 


Faſt by thy fide, who from thy father's field 


Rode up in flames after his meſſage told 


Of thy conception, and be now a ſhield + 

Of fire; that Spirit that firſt ruſh'd on thee 1415 
In the cam» of Dan 

Be cthcacious in thee now at need. 

For never was from Heav'n imparted 
Meaſure of ſtrength ſo great to mortal ſeed, , 
As in thy wondrous actions hath been ſeen, 1440 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in ſuch haſte 

With youthful Reps ? much livelier than ere while 
He ſeems : ſuppoſing here to find his fon, 

Or of him bringing to us ſome glad news ? 

MAN. Peace with you, Brethren ; my inducement 
Was not at preſent here to find my ſon, [ hither 
By order cf the lords new parted hence : 

To come and play before them at their feaſt. 

I heard all as I came, the city ringe, 

And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 1456 
left I ſhould fee him forc'd to thin e unſeemly, 

But that whjch moy'd my coming now, was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 

With good iucceſs to work his liberty, 

Cho. That hope would much refoice us to part ke 
With thee ; ſay, reverend Sire, we thirſt to hear, 1156 

| | E 3 


206 SAMSON AGONISTES. 
Max. I have attempted one by one the lords 

Either at home, or through the high ftreet paſling, 
With ſupplication prone and father's tears, 


'T* accept of ranſome for my ſon their pris'ner. 1460 1 


Some much averſe I found and wondrous harſh, 
Contemptuyus, proud, ſet on revenge and ſpite; 
That part moſt reverenc'd Dagon and his prieſts : 


; K. Others more moderate ſeeming, but their aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 1463 


They cafily would ſet to {ale : a third- 

More generous far and civil, who confeſs'd 
T hey had enough reveng'd, having reduc'd 
Their foe to miſery beneath their fears, 
The reſt was magnanimity to remit, 

If ſome convenient ranſome were propos'd. 
What noiſe or ſhout was that? it tore the ſky, 
Crxor, Doubtleis the peop!e ſhouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive, and blind before them, 
Or at ſome proof of ſtrength before them ſhown. 1473 
Man. His ranſome, if my whole inheritance 

May compaſs it, ſhall wiliingiy be paid 
And number'd down: much rather I ſhall chooſe | 


2470 


To live the pooreſt in my tribe, than ticheſt, 

And he in that calamitous priſon left. 

No, I am fix'd not to part hence without him, 

For his redemption all my patrimony, 

If need be, I am ready to forgo 

And quit: not wanting him, I ſhall want nothing. 
Cnok. Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons, 

Thou for thy fon art bent to lay out all; 1486 

Sons wont to nurſe their parents in old age, | 

Thou in old age car'ſt how to nutſe thy fon 

Made older than thy age through eye-ſight loſt, 
Max. It ſhall be my delight to tend his eyes, 1490 

And view him fitting in the houſe, ennobled 

With all thoſe high exploits by him achiev'd, 

And on his ſhoulders waving down thoſe locks, 

That of a nation arm'd the ſtrength contain'd : 

And I perſuade me God had not permitted 
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ung, His ſtrength again to grow up with his hair 
6 Garriſon'd round about him like a camp 
1469 Of faithful ſoldiery, were not his purpoſe 
5 Iq uſe him further yet in ſome great ſervice, 
* Not to fit idle with ſo great a gift 13500 


Uſeleſs, and thence. ridiculous about him. 

And fince his ſtrength with eye-ſight was not loft, 

1465 Cod will reftore him eye-ſight to his ſtrength, 
Cnox. Thy hopes are not ill founded nor ſeem yain 

Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 1508 

Conceiv'd, agreeable to a father's love, 

In both which we, as next, participate; 


Cxor, Noiſe call you it or univerſal groan, 
1.1473 MM As if the whole inhabitation periſh'd! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noiſe, 
Ruin, deſtruction at the utmoſt point, 


#470 Max. I know your friendly minds and-O what 

| noiſe! | 

Yo , Mercy of Heav'n, what hideous noiſe was that! . 
mo Horribly loud, unlike the former ſhout, 1510 2 
; | 


nooſe | Man. Of ruin indeed mtthought I heard the noiſe : 
| I Oh it continues, they have ſlain my ſon, 1516 
140 Y Cnox. Thy fon is rather ſlaying themy that outcry | 
ws From ſlaughter of one foe could not aſcend. 1 
Man, Some diſmal accident it needs muſt be; 
; What ſhall we do, ſtay here or run and ſee? 1520 
bins Cxor, Beſt keep together here, left running thither 
ſons, We unawares 1un into danger's mouth 
14% 8 Outh. 


This evil on the Philiſtines is fall'n; 

From whom could elſe a general cry be heard? 

The ſufferers then will ſcarce moleſt us here, 152g 
From other hands we need not much to fear. | 
What if his eye-ſight (for to Iſrael's God 

Nothing is hard) by miracle reſtor'd, 


ho He now be dealing dole among his foes, _ | 
: 25 And over heaps of ſlaughter'd walk his way? 1330 
; 77 F Man. That were a joy preſumptuous to be thought. 


Chong. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old; what hindert now 8 \ 


3 
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A little ftav will bring {ome n-rice hither, 


And to our wiſh I ſe one hither ſpeed ng, 
An Hebrew, as I euef, aad of ou: tribe. 


The fizat of this o horrid ſpectacle, 
Which erſt my eyes beheld and yet behold ? 


For dire mosgination till purſues me, ; 
But provii-1ie or inſtinct of nature ſeems, 


To' h ve gu ded m2 aright, I know not how, 
To thee firſt reverend Manoah, and to theſe 


As at ſome d.ftance from the place of horror, 
So in the ſad event too much concern'd. 


; Man. Theac ident was loud, and here before thee 


F | With rueful cry, yet wh af it was we hear not 3 
No preface needs, thou ſeeſt we long to know. 


All in a moment overwhelm'd and fall'n. 


Man. Sad, but thou know'( to Iſraelites not ſaddeſt 


| The deſolation of a hoftile city. 


| Mess. Feed on that firſt, there may in grief be ſurfeit. 
1 Man. Relate by whom, Mrss, By Samſon. 


Man. That ſtill eſſens 
The ſorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 


Mxss. Ah Manoah, I refrain, too ſuddenly 1565 


To utter what will come at laſt too ſoon ; 
Left evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear ſhould pierce too deep. 


gpt=oeun——_—_—_—— — 


Man. He canl KAN, but doubt to think he will; 
Ye: hope w id fa.n iwuv'cribe, and tempts belief. 


þ 3 
Caron. O good »: bag g cat, of bad the ſoo ner; 


For evil new idee pon, while good news baits, 


Mrss. O whither ſhill I run, or which way fly 


x Or reaſoa though diiturb'd, and ſcarce conſulted, 


My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining, 


Muss. I: would burſt forth, but I recover breath 
And ſenſe diſtract, to know well what I utter. 1556 
Max. Tell us the ſum, the circumſtance defer. 

| Mrss. Gaza yet ſtands, but all her ſons are fall'n, 


Man, Suſpenſe in news is torture, ſpeak them out, 
Mrss. Take then the worſt in brief, Samſon is dead, 
Man, The work indeed, O all my hope's defeated 
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Au by him fell thou ſay'ſt, by whom fell he, 1580 


$AMSON AGONITSTES, 13 
To free him hence ! but death who ſets all free 
Hath paid his ranſome now and ull diſcha ge. 
Whet windy joy this day had I condei d 
Hopeful of his delivery, wh:ch now proves 1374 


Nipt with the logging rear of winter's froft ! 
Yet ere I give the reins to grief, ſay firſt, 
How dy'd he; death to life is crown or ſhame. 


What glorious hand gave Samſon his death's wound f 

Mess. Unwounded of his enemies he fell, 

Maw. Weapied with flaughter then or how? explains 

Mess By his own hands. 

Man; Self-violenee? what cauſe | 
Brought him ſo ſoon at variance with himſelf 1385 
Among hs fues? Mxss. Ine vitable cauſe 
At once both to deftroy and be deſtroy'd ; 
The edifice, where all were met to fee him, 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 

Max., © laſtly over- frong againſt thyſelf! 1390 
A dre..dful way thou took'ſt to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know; bui while things yet 
Are in confuſion, give us if thou canſt, 
Eye witneſs of what firſt or laſt was done, 
Re a ion more particular and diſtin, 1593 

Mzss. Occaſions drew me early to this city, 
And 3s the gates I enter'd with ſun-riſe, 

The morning trumpets feſtival proclam'd 
Through each high ſtreet: little I had diſpatch'd, 
When al! abroad was rumor'd that this dav 160 
Samſon ſhould be brought forth, to ſhow the people 
Proof of his mighty ſtrength in feats and games; 
J forrow'd at his captive ſtate, but minded 
Not to be abſent at that ſpectacle. 
The building was a ſpacious theatre 160 
Half- round on two main pillars vaulted high, 
With ſeats where all the lords and each degree 
Of ſort, might ſit in order to behold; 
The other fide was open, where the throng 
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On banks and ſcaffolds under ſky might Rand z 1610 

| I zmong theſz aloof obſcurely ſtood. 

The feaſt and noon grew h gh, and ſacrifice 

Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high chear and wine, 

When to their {ports they turn'd. Immediately 
Was S:mſvn as a public ſervant brought, 

| In their ſtate livery clad ; before him pipes 

And timbrels, on each fide went armed guards, 


1615 


Boch horſe and foot, before him and behind 


Archers, and lingers, cataphraQs and ſpears. 

At ſight of him the people with a ſhout 1620 
| Rifted the sir, clamoring their God with praiſe, 

| Who? had made their dreadful enemy their thrall, 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 


lf Came to the place, and what was ſet before him, 


Which without help of eye might be aſſay'd, 162 f 


To heave, pul!, draw, or break, he ſtill perform'd 


All with incredible, ſtupendious force, 
None dating to apptar antagoniſt, 
At length for intermiſſion ſake they led him 


Between the pillars; he his guide requeſted 1630 
(For fo from ſuch as nearer ſtood we heard) 
As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 


Wich both his arms on thoſe two maſſy pillars, 


That to the arched roof gave main ſupporr. 

He unſuſpicious led him; which when Samſon 1638 
© Felt in his arms, with head a while inclin'd, | 

And eyes faſt fix'd he ſtood, as one who pray'd, 

Or ſome great matter in his mind revolv'd: 

At laſt with head erect thus cry'd aloud, 

| Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impos'd | 

ET have perform'd, as reaſon was, obeying, 1641 

E Not without wonder or delight beheld: 

No of my own accord ſuch other trial 

I mean to ſhow you of my ſtrength, yet greater; 
As with amaze ſhall ſtrike all who behold. 164g 

This utter'd, ſtraining all his nerves he bow'd, 

FAs with the force of winds and waters pent, 

When mountains tremble, thoſe two maſſy pillars 
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With horrible convulſion to and fro, 
e tugg d, he ſhook, ill down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burſt cf thunder 
Upon the heads of all who fat beneath, - 420 
Lords, ladies, captains, counſellors, or prieſts, 
Their choice nobility and flow'r, not only 

Of this but each Philiſtian city round 1653 
Met from all parts to ſolemnize this feaſt. 
Samſon with theſe immix'd, inevitably | 
Pull'd down the ſame deſtruction on himſelf; 
The vulgar only ſcap'd who ſtood without, 

Cror, O dewly-bought revenge, yet glorious? 

Living or dying thou haft fulfill'd | 
The wo k for which thou waſt foretold 
To Iſrael, and now !y'R victorious 
Among thy ſlain ſelf-Kill'd 

Nat willingly, but tangled in the fold 156g 
Of dire neceſſity, whoſe law in death conjoin'd 
Thee with thy flaughter'd foes in number more 
Than all thy life had ſlain before, : 

SrMichonx. While their hearts were jocond and 

Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, [ſublime, 
And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, | 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo his bright ſanQuary : | 
Among them he a ſpi'rit of phrenzy ſent, 4678 
Who hurt their minds, 
And urg'd them on with mad deſire 
To call in haſte for their deſtroyer; - 
They only ſet on ſport and play 
Unweetingly importun'd 168 
Their own deſtruction to come ſpeedy upon them. 
So fond are mortal men 

Fall'n into wrath divine, 

As their own ruin on themſelves t'invite, 
Inſenſate left, or to ſenſe reprobate, 

And with dligdacis 3 truck, *- 


* — 
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SEMICHOR. But he, though blind of ſight, 

Deſpis'd and thought extinguiſh d quite, 

With inward eyes illuminated, 

His fiery virtue rous'd | 1690 

From under aſhes into ſudden flame, 


And as an evening dragon came, 


Aſſailant on the perched rooſts, 

And neſts in order rang'd | 

Of tame villatic fowl ; but as an eagle 169g 
His cloudleſs thunder bolted on their heads, 

So virtue giv'n for loſt, : 

Depreſs'd and overthrown, as ſeem'd, 

Like that ſelf-begotten bird 

In the Arabian woods imboſt, 1700 
That no ſecond knows nor third, 

And lay ere while a holocauſt, 

From out her aſhy womb now teem'd, 

Revives, refloriſhes, then vigorous moſt 

When moſt unattive deem'd, # 1703 
And though her body die, her fame ſurvives 

A fecular bird ages of lives. 

Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 
Nor much more cauſe ; Samſon hath quit himſelf 
Like Samſon, and heroicly hath finiſh'd 1710 
A life heroic, on his enemies | 
Fully reveng'd, hath left them years of mourning, 
And lamentation to the ſons of Caphtor 
Through all Philiſtian bounds; to Iſrael 
Honor hath left, and freedom, let but them 1713 
Find courage to lay hold on this occaſion; 

To' himſelf and father's houſe eternal fame; 

And which is beſt and happieſt yet, all this 

With God not parted from him, as was fear'd, 

& But favouring and aſſiſting to the end. 1726 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail. 

Or knock the breaft, no weakneſs, no contempt, 

Diſpraiſe, or blame, nothing but well and fair, 

And what may quiet us in a death ſo noble, 


Let us go find the body here jt lies 1725 
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To fetch him hence, and ſolemnly attend 
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Sole'd in his enemies blood, and from the ſtream 
With lavers pure and cleanſing herbs waſh off 

The clotted gore, T with what ſpeed the while. 
(Gaza is not in plight to ſay us nay) 

Will ſend for all my kindred, all my friends, 1730 
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With filent obſequy and funeral train 
Home to his father's houſe : there will 1 build him 
A monument, and plant it round with ſhade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm, 
With all his trophies hung, and acts intoll'd 
In copious legend, or ſweet lyric ſong, 
Thither ſhall all the valiant youth reſort, 
And from his memory inflame their breaſts 
To matchleſs valor, and adventures high: 1740 
The virgins alſo. ſhall on feaſtful days 

Vifit his tomb with flowers, only bewailing 

His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 

From whence captivity and loſs of eyes. 

Cror. All is beſt, though we oft _ 1745 

What th* unſearchable diſpoſe | : 

Of higheſt wiſdom brings about, 

And ever beſt found in the cloſe, | 4 
Oft he ſeems to hide his face, 7 
But unexpectedly returns, 1750 
And to his faithful champion hath in place 

Bore witneſs gloriouſly z Whence Gaza mourns 

And all that band them to reſiſt 

His uncontrollable intent; 

His ſervants he with new acquiſt 1755 
Of true experience from this great event 
With peace and conſolation hath diſmiſt, 
And calm of mind * 7 ſpent, 
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[SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 


Compos'd at ſeveral times, 


BY 
Mr. JOHN MILTON, 


— Rccare frontem 
| Ciogite ne vati aoceat mala lingua futuro. 
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8. 


| I. 18 not any private reſpect of gain, gentle Reader, 


' peculiar excellency in theſe ſtudies was too well 


- 


To the firſt edition of the author's poems printed 2 
1645 was prefixed the following ad vertiſement of 


"The STATIONER to the Rrap ER. 


for the ſlighteſt pamphlet is now adays more vendible 
than the works of learnedeſt men ; but it is the love 
I have to our own language, that hath made me di- 
ligent to collect and ſet forth ſuch pieces both in proſe 
and verſe, as may renew the wonted honor and eſteem 
of our Engliſh tongue; and it's the worth of theſe 
both Engliſh and Latin poems, not the floriſh of any 
prefixed encomiums that can invite thee to buy them, 
though theſe are not without the higheſt commenda- 
tions and applauſe of the learnedeſt Academics, bath 
domeſtic and foreign and amongſt thoſe of our own 
country, the unparallel'd atteſtation of that renowned 
Provoſt of Eton, Sir Henry Wotton, I know not 
thy palate how it reliſhes ſuch dainties, nor how hare 
monious thy ſoul is; perhaps more trivial airs may 
pleaſe thee better. But howſoever thy opinion is 
ſpent upon theſe, that encouragement I have already 
received from the moſt ingenious men in their clear 
and courteous entertainment of Mr, Waller's late 
choice pieces, hath once more made me adventure 
into the world, preſenting it with theſe ever-green, 
and not to be blaſted laurels, The Author's more 


known to conceal his papers, or to keep me from at- 
tempting to ſolicit them from bim, Let the event 
guide itielf which way it will, I ſhall deſerve of the 
age, by bringing into the light as true a birth, as the 
Muſes have brought forth ſince our famous Spenſer 
wrote; whoſe poems in theſe Engliſh ones are as 
rarely imitated, as ſweetly excell'd. Reader, if thou 
art eagle · ey d to cenſure their worth, I am not fearful 
ho expols them to thy exacteſt peruſal, 

Thive to command, 


 HUMPH, MOSELEY, \fil 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 


f | I, 
 ANNO AMTATIS x7: 
On the death of a fair Infant, dying of a cough, 
* 1. | 


O Faireſt flow'r no ſooner blown but blaſted, 
Soft ſilken primroſe fading timeleſly, | 
Summer's chief honor, if thou hadſt out laſted 
Bleak Winter's force that made thy bloſſom dry ; 
For he being amorous on that lovely dye 

That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to kim, 
But kill'd, alas, and then bewail'd his fatal bliſs. 

II, . 

For fince grim Aquilo his charioteer 
By boiſtrous rape th' Athenian damſel got, 


F 


He thought it touch'd his deity full near, 10 


If likewiſe he ſome fair one wedded not, 

Thereby to wipe away th? infamous blot 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and childleſs eld, held. 

Which mongſt the wanton Gods a foul reproach was 
1 ” 

So mounting up in icy-pearled car, 15 

Through middle empire of the freezing air 

He wander'd long, till thee he ſpy'd from far; 

There ended was his queſt, there ceas'd his care, 

Down he deſcended from his ſnow-ſoft chair, 


But all unwares with his cold-kind embrace 20 


| Uahous'd thy virgin ſoul from her fair biding place, 


Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate; 
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* 


For ſo Apollo, with unweeting hand, 
Whilome did ſlay his dearly-loved mate; 


' Young Hyacinth born on Eurota's ſtrand, 23 ; 


Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land; 
But then transform'd him to a purple flower: 
Alack that ſo to change thee Winter had no power. 
0 


Yet can I not perſuade me thou art dead; | 
Or that thy corſe corrupts in earth's dark womb, 30 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed; 3 


. Hid from the world in a low delved tomb; 


Could Heav'n for pity thee ſo ſtrictly doom ? 
Oh no | for ſomething in thy face did ſhine - 
Above mortality, that ſhow'd thou waſt divine. 34 
VI. 
Reſolve me then, oh Soul moſt ſutely bleſt, 
(If fo it be that thou theſe plaints doſt hear) 
Tell me bright Spirit where'er thou hovereſt, 
Whether above that high firft-moving ſphere, 
Or in th* Elyſian fields (if ſuch there were) 49 
Oh ſay me true, if thou wert mortal wight, 


And why from us ſo quickly thou didſt take thy flight, 
| . VII. : 


Wert thou ſome ſtar which from the ruin'd roof 
Of ſhak'd Olympus by miſchance didſt fall; 
Which careful Jove in nature's true behoof _ 4g 
Took up, and in fit place did reinſtall ? 
Or did of late earth's ſons beſiege the wall 

Of ſheeny Heay'n, and thou ſome Goddeſs fled 


Amongſt us here below to hide thy nectar d head. | AM 


VIII. 
Or wert thou that juſt Maid who once before 50 
Forſook the hated earth, O tell me ſooth, 
And cam' again to viſit us once more? 
Or wert thou that ſweet ſmiling Youth ? 


Or that crowg'd matron ſage white-robed Truth 2 \ i 


\ 1 | | 
- 
, 1 
. 1 
1 
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Or any other of that heav'nly brood 53 
Let down in cloudy throne to do the world ſome good ? 


Or wert thou of the golden- winged. hoſt, 

Who having clad thyſelf in human weed, 

To earth from thy prefixed ſeat didſt poſt, 

And after ſhort abode fly back with ſpeed, 

As if to ſhow what creatures Heay'n doth breed, 

Thereby to ſet the hearts of men on fire 

To ſcorn the ſordid world, and unto Heav'n aſpire ? 

Yb tf ST? 

But oh why didſt thou not ftay here below 

To bleſs us with thy heav'n-lov'd innocence, 6g 

To ſtake his wrath whom fin hath made our foe, 

To turn ſwift-ruſhing black perdition hence, 

Or drive away the ſlaughtering peſtilence, 

To ftand *twixt us and our deſerved ſmart ? 

But thou canſt beſt perform that office where thou art. 

XI. 

Then thou the Mother of ſo ſweet a Child 

Her falſe imagin' d loſs ceaſe to lament, 

And wiſely learn to curb thy ſorrows wild; 

Think what a preſent thou to God haſt ſent, 

And render him with patience what he lentz 73 
This if thou do, he will an ofspring give, [live. 

That till the world's laſt end ſhall make thy name to 


: Ws 

Anno tatis 19. At a Vacation Exercife in the 
College, part Latin, part Engliſh, The Latin 
ſpecches ended, the Engliſh thus began, 


60 


H AIL native Language, that by finews weak 
Didſt move my firſt endevoring tongue to ſpeak. 
And mad'ſt imperfect words with childiſh trips, 
Half unpronounc'd, flide through my infant-lips, 
Driving dumb filence from the portal door, 


Where he had mntely ſat two years before 4 
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53 Here I ſalute thee, and thy pardon aſk, 
good That now I uſe thee in my latter task: 
Small loſs it is that thence can come unto thee, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee ; 
Thou need*ſt not be ambitious to be firſt, 
Believe me I have thither packt the worſt: 
Go And, if it happen as I did forecaſt, | 
ed, The dai ntieſt diſhes ſhall be ſerv'd up laſt. 
: I pray thee then deny me not thy aid 
ſpire? For this ſame ſmall neglect that I have made: 
| But haſte thee ftrait to do me once a pleaſure, 
And from thy wardrobe bring thy chiefeſt treaſure, 
Not thoſe new fangled toys, and trimming flight | 
Which takes our late fantaftics with delight, 20 
But cull thoſe richeſt robes, and gay'ſt attire 
hich deepeſt ſpirits, and choiceſt wits deſire: 


IT have ſome naked thoughts that rove about, 
ou art. And loudly knock to have their paſſage out; 
And weary of their place do only ſtay 23 
ill thou haſt deck'd them in thy beſt array; 
hat ſo they may without ſuſpect or fears 
ly ſwiftly to this fair aſſembly's ears; 
Yet I had rather, if I were to chuſe, 
3 75 Why ſervice in ſome graver ſubject uſe, 
[live. Puch as may make thee ſearch thy coffers round, 
2ame to Before thou clothe my fancy in fit ſound : 
duch where the deep tranſported mind may ſoar 
Above the wheeling poles, and at Heav'ns door 
in the ock in, and ſee each bliſsful Deity - ” 3s 
e Latia Now he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 
| iſt' ning to what unſhorn Apollo ſings 
To th' touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 
mmortal nectar to her kingly ſire: 
ea Then paſſing through the ſpheres of watchful fire, 40 
k. ind miſty regions of wide air next under, 
45 and hills of ſnow and lofts of piled thunder, 
pe, ay tell at length how green - ey d Neptune raves, 


a Heav'n's defiance muſtering all his waves; 


= Then fing of ſecret things that came to paſs 
ESE When beldam Nature in her cradle was; 
And laſt of kings and queens and heroes old, 
Such as the wiſe Demodocus once told 

In ſolemn ſongs at king Alcinous feaſt, 
While ſad Ulyſſes ſoul and all the reſt 

Are held with his melodious harmony 
a willing chains and ſweet captivity. 85 
Bat fie, my wand' ring Muſe, how thou doſt ſtray! 
Expectance calls thee how another way, 
Thou know'ſt it muſt be now thy only bent 
To keep in compaſs of thy predicament : 
Then quick about thy purpos'd buſineſs come, 
That to the next I may refign my room, | 


49 


35 


| | i Ther Ens is repreſented as father of the Predica- 


ing, explains, I 


3 OOD luck befriend thee, Son; for at thy birth 
The faery ladies danc'd upon the hearth; 60 
Thy droufy nurſe hath ſworn ſhe did them ſpie 
Come tripping to the room where thou didft lie, 
And ſwee:ly finging.round about thy bed 
Strow all their bleflings on thy ſleeping head. 
She heard them give thee this, that thou ſhould ill 
From eyes of mortals walk invifible : 66 
_ Yet chere is ſomething that doth force my fear, 
For once it was my diimal hap to hear 
—_— A Sibyl old, bow bent with crooked age, 
= That far events full wiſely could preſage, 
Aud in time's long and dark proſpective glaſs 
Forefaw what future days ſhould bring to paſs ; 
Your ſon, ſaid ſhe, (nor can you it prevent). 
Shall ſubject be to many an Accident. | 
O'er all his brethren he ſhall reign as king, 
Yet every one ſhall make him underling, 


70 
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ments his ten ſons, whereof the eldeſt Rood for 
Subſtance with his canons, which Ens, thus ſpeak- 
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And thoſe that cannot live from him aſunder, 
ngratefully ſhall ſtrive to keep him under, 
In worth and excellence he ſhall out-go them; 
et being above them, he ſhall be below them, 
From others he ſhall ſtand in need of nothing, 
et on his brothers ſhall depend for clothing, 
o find a foe it ſhall not be his hap, 

and peace tha lull him in her flow'ry lap 5- 
et ſhall he live in*ſtrife, and at his door 
Devouring war ſhall never ceaſe to roar : 

ea it ſhall be his natural property 

0 harbour thoſe that are at enmity. 

hat pow'r, what force, what mighty ſpell, if not 
Your learned hands, can looſe this Gordian knot ? go 


The next Quantity and Qua ality ſpoke in proſe, then 
Relatioa was call'd by his name. 


* 
| IVERS ariſe, whether thou be the fon, 
Jt utmoſt Tweed, or Ooſe, or gulphy Daun, 
Dr Trent, who like ſome earth-born giant ſpreads 
is thirty arms along th' i ndented meads, 
Ur ſullen Mole that runneth underneath, 
Dr Severn ſwift, guilty of maiden's death, 
Dr rocky Avon, or of ſedgy Lee, 

Dr coaly Tine, or ancient hallow'd Dee, 
Dr Humber loud that keeps the Scythian's name, 
r Medway im voth, or royal towred Thame, 
[The reſt was proſe, | 


95 


100 


„„ ; | 
Dn the Mogntnc of CHRIST NATIVIT V. 
Compos'd 1629. 

I. 


* # 


HIS is the month, and this the * morn, | 
herein the Son of Heav'n n's eternal King, 
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Of wedded Maid, and Virgin-Mother born, Had 
Our great redemption from above did bring; W 
For fo the holy ſages once did fing, - | 5 It va 
That he our deadly forfeit ſhould releaſe, a To w 

And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. | 

| i Onl 
That glorious form, that light unſufferable, She \ 
And that far-beaming blaze of majeſty, To 
Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's high council-table And « 
To fit the mieſt of 'Trinal Unity, KW Polly 
He laid aſide; and here with us to be, | Th 
10 Forſook the courts of everlaſting day, Confe 
And choſe with us a darkſome houſe of mortal clay. Shou 

> ; | III. . 
8j heav'nly Muſe, ſhall not thy ſacred vein 13 But h 
= Afford a preſent to the Infant Godꝰ7, ent 
= Haſt thou no verſe, no hymn, or ſolemn ſtrain, Sh 
To welcome him to this his new abode, Dowr 
Now while the Heav'n by the ſun's team untrod, His 1 
10 Hath took. no print of the approaching light, 20 WI 
And all the ſpangled hoſt keep watch in ſquadrons And 
| bright ? . She 
| _—_—— 
See how from far upon the eaſtern road No w 
The ftar-led wiſards haſte with odors ſweet : Was | 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode, Th 
And lay it lowly at his bleſſed feet; 28 The 
Have thou the honor firſt, thy Lord to greet, Unſta 
And join thy voice unto the Angel quire, Th 
From out his ſecret altar touch'd with hallow'd fire, And | 
mn | | As if 
2 The H M N, A 

s But 7 
I. Wher 
: His 
1 | 3 The v 
T was the winter wild, | Smoot 
While the Heav'n-born child ; 10 WI 


All meanly wrapt in the ꝛude manger lies; 
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'd fire, 


30 


It was no ſeaſon then for her ; 28 


And waving wide her myrtle wand, 
She ſtrikes an univerſal peace through ſea and land, 


| Wherein the Prince of light 


Smoothly the waters kiſt, | 5 63 | i 4 


— 
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Nature in awe to him 
Had dofft her gawdy trim, | 
With her great Maſter ſo to ſympathize : : 


To wanton with the ſun her ſy paramour, 
Only with ſpeeches fair 
She woo's the gentle air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent ſnow; 
And on her naked ſhame, : | 40 
Pollute with ſinful blame, 

The ſaintly veil of maiden white to throw, 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 5 
Should look ſo near upon her foul deformities, 

III. NE 
But he her fears to ceaſe, : | 45 
Sent down the meek-ey'd Peace | 

She crown'd with olive green, came dolly ſliding 
Down through the turning ſphere 
His ready harbinger, 


With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing, 68 


: V. . == 
No war, or batte!'s ſound- LED © - 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle ſpear and ſhield were oy up. han; 54 
The hooked chariot ſtood, 
Unſtain'd with hoſtile blood, 

The trumpet ſpake not to "the armed throng, 
And kings ſat till with awful eye, 1 
As if they ſurely knew their 5 55 Lord war by, - 66 Ü] 


But peaceful was the night, 


His reign of peace upon the earth began 13 
The winds with wonder whiſt 


Wbiſp'ring new joys to the mild ocean, 
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Who now hath quite forgot to rave, 
While birds of calm fit brooding on the charmed way, 
VI, 
The ſtars with deep amaze. 
Stand fix'd in ſtedfaſt gaze, TT; 70 
Bending one way their precious influence, | 
And will not take their flight, | 
For all the morning light, 
Or Locifer that often warn'd them thence; 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow, 75 
Until their Lord himſelf beſpake, and bid them go, 
VII, 
And though the ſhady gloom 
Had given day her room, 
The ſun himſelf withheld bis wonted ſpeed, 
And hid his head for ſhame, 
At his inferior flame 
The new inlighten'd world no more ſhould need ; 
He ſaw a greater ſun appear | 
Than his bright throne, or burning axletree could bear 
| | VIII, 


The ſhepherds on the lawn, 93 


Or e'er the point of daun, 

Sat ſimply chatting in a ruſtic row 
Full little thought they then, 
That the mighty Pan 
Was kindly come to live with ther below; g 
Perhaps their loves, or elſe their ſheep, 
Was all that gid their filly * lp buſy keep, 

J 


When ſuch mufic ſweet, 
Their hearts and ears did greet, 
As never was by mortal fioger ftraook, 9g 
Divinely warbled voice 
Anſwering the ſtringed noiſe 
As all their ſouls in bliſsful rapture took: 
The air ſuch pleaſure loath to loſe, 


Wich thou and eche 2 il] prolongs Ay clo 
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: X. 
Nature that heard ſuch ſound, 
Beneath the hollow round 
Of Cynthia's ſeat, the aery region thrilling, 
Now was almoſt won 


| 70 To think her part was done, 70g ' 
* And that ber reign had here its laſt fulfilling; "nl 
She knew ſuch harmony alonę = 
5 Could hold all Heav'n and Earth in * unign, 
3 xl. 
Y 75 At laſt ſurrounds their ſight 5 
1 A globe of ci cular light, 110 


That with long beams the ſhame · fac'd night array td; 
The helme d Cherubim, 
And ſworde Seraphim, 
' Are ſeen in clittering ranks with wings diſplay'd, 
Harping in loud and ſolemn quire, 11 
With unexpreſſive — Heay'n's new- born Heir. 
II. 
Such muſic (as tis ſaid) 
Before was never made, 
3 But when of old the ſons of morning ſung, 
While the Creator great 120 
His conſtellati ons ſet, 
And the well-balanc!d world on hinges hung, 
And caſt the dark foundations deep, 
And bid the weltring waves their 00zy Raney keep, 
XIII. 1 
Ring out ye cryſtal Spheres, | 128 nl 
7 keep, Dam bleſs oo human = 5 
(If ye have pow'r to touch our ſenſes ſo) 
And let your filyer chime | 
Move in melodious time, 
95 And let the baſe of Heay'n's deep organ blow, 
And with your ninefold harmon 
your ninefo ony 13} 
. Make up full conſort to th* angelic aumphepf 
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Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold, 1; 


And ſpeckled Vanity 


Will ficken ſoen and die, | 

And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mold, 
And Hell itſelf will paſs away, 139 
And leave her dolorous manſions to the peering day, 


XV. 

Yea Truth and Juſtice then 
Will down return to men, 

Ord'd in a rainbow; and like "45 wearing 
Mercy will fit between, 
Thron'd in celeſtial ſheen, 145 

With radiant feet the tiſſued clouds down ſteering, 
And Heav'n, as at ſome feſtival, 
Will open wide the gates of her high palace hall, 


XVI. 5 
But wiſeſt Fate ſays no, 
This muſt not yet be fo, 15 
The babe lies yet in ſmiling infancy, 
That on the bitter croſs | 
Muſt redeem our loſs ; 
So both himſelf and us to glorify : 
Yet firit to thoſe ychain'd in flee, deep, 
The wakeful trump of doom muſt thunder through th: 


XVII, 

With ſuch a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai rang, 

While the red fire, and ſmouldring clouds out 
The aged earth aghaſt, { brake; 
With terror of that blaſt, _ 

Shall from the furface to the center ſhake ; 
When at the world's laſt ſeſſion, throng, 
The dreadtul Judge in middle air ſhall ſpread, his 

III. 
And then at laſt our bliſs 164 


Full and perfect is, 


But now bezins; for from this bappy day 


No ni 


b 


A1. 


po EMS en Several OCCASIONS, 121 
1d, 19 Th? old Dragon under ground 
In ftraiter limits bound, | I 
Nat half ſo far caſts his Sanne ſway, 276 
19, And wroth to ſee his kingdom fail, = 
119 MW Swindges the fcaly horror of his folded tail, 
ng Us XIX. 


The oracles are dumb, 4 
No voice or hideous hum 
| Runs through the arched roof in wording 
ing Apollo from his ſhrine | 376 
Can no more divine, 
146 With hollow ſhriek the ſeep of Delphos leaving. 


reering, No nightly trance, or breathed ſpell 179 
I Inſpires the pale- ey'd prieſt from the prophetic cell, 
hall, XX. f : 
The lonely mountains o'er, 9 
And the reſounding ſhore, 
190 A voice of weeping heard and loud lament; 
From haunted ſpring, and dale, 9 
Edg'd with poplar pale, 135 ü 
The parting Gen'us is with fighing ſent: 
With flowr-inwoven treſſes torn [ mourn, Wo 
[ deep, The Nymphs in twilight ſhade of tangled thickets 9 
1r0ugi th: XXI. — 1 


In conſecrated earth, | 
And on the holy hearth, 199 


9 
The Lars, and Lemures moan with midnight plaint 
In urns, and altars round, 


clouds cu A drear and dying ſound : 

{ brake; Afﬀrights the Flamens at their ſervice quaint 3 ; 
EM And the chill marble ſeems to ſweat, 195 
Ke 5 Wnile cach peculiar Pow'r forgces' his woated teat, - 

as XII. 
ſpread. 21 poor and Baalim 
Forſake the! ir temples dim, 
16 With that twice Laiter'd Cod F, Paleſtine 3 3 
And maongd Aſntaroth, 200 
day Heaven's queen and mother both, 


Now fits not girt with tapers holy ſhine ; 
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The Lybic Hammon ſhrinks his horn, { mourh, 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammut But 


XXIII. Hat 

And ſullen Moloch fled, 0 205 1 
Hath left in ſhadqws dread h Hea 
His burning idol all of blackeſt hue ; Hat. 
In vain with cymbals ring FH 
They call the griſly king, ; And 
Ia diſmal dance about the furnace blue; 210 WF Brig 


The brutiſh Gods of Nile as faft, 
Iſis and Orus, and the dog Anubis haſte, 
| XXIV, 

Nor is Ofiris ſeen 
In Memphian grove or green, 

Trampling the unihowr'd graſs with lowings loud: 
Nor can he be at reſt 216 
Within his ſacred cheſt, 

Nought but profoundeſt hell can be his ſhroud ; 
In vain with timbrel'd anthems dark 
The ſable-fioled ſorcerers beat his worſhipt ark. 220 

EE. -. 
He feels from Juda's land 
The dreaded Infant's hand, 

The rays of Bethlehem blind his duſky eyn ; 
Nor al! the Gods beſide, 
Longer dare abide, | | : 

Not Typhon huge ending in ſnaky twine : 
Our babe to ſhow his Godh ad true, 

Can in his ſwadling bands controll the damned ct 

| | XXVI, 

So when the ſun in bed, : 

Curtain's with cloudy red, 23 
Pillows his chin upon an orient wave, 

The flocking Thadows pale 

Troops to th' infernal jail, 

Each fetter'd ghoſt ſlips to his ſeveral grave, 
And the yellow- ſkiried Fayes | 24 
Fiy after the night-fteeds, leaving their mcon · lo 

Haze. . 


5 
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[ mourh, XXVII. 
hammut But ſee the Virgin bleſt 
Hath Jaid her Babe to reſt, 
20j6 Time is our tedious og mould here have ending: 
Heav'n's youngeſt teemed ſtar 240 
Hath fix d her poliſh'd car, | 
Her ſleeping Lord with handmaid lamp ande 
And all about the courtly ſtable 
210 WF Biight-barneft Angels fit in order ſerviceable, 


IV. 
The P'ASSION. 
ings loud: J. 
216 

i 33 of muſie, and ethereal mirth, 
ſhroud ; Wherewith the ſtage of air and earth did ring, 
And joyous news "of heav' nly Infant's birth, 

pt ark. 2 My Muſe with Angels did divide to ſing ; 


But headlong joy is ever en the wing, g 
In wintry ſolſtice like the ſhorten'd light 
Soon ſwallow'd up in dark and long out- living night 
y eyn; „ f 
For now to ſorrow muſt I tune my ſong, 
And ſet my harp to notes of ſaddeſt we, 
Which on our deareſt Lord did ſeiſe ere long, 10 
Dangers, and ſnares, and wrongęs, and worſe than fo, 
Which he for us did freely under : 
Mott perfect Hero, try'd in heavieſt plight 
4 Of labors huge and hard, too hard for human wight ! 
III. 5 0 
9 He ſov'ran Prieft ſtooping his regal head, 15 
That drop with odorous oil dowu his far eyes, 
Poor fefhly tabernacle entered, 
His ſtarry front low- rooft bencath the ies; 
O what a maſk was there, What a difpuile ! 
Yet more; the ſtroke of death he muſt abide, 20 
Then lies him meekiy down faſt by his brethrens ſide 
F 2 5 
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IV. 

The ſe lateſt ſcenes confine my roving verſe, 

To tais horizon is n Phebus bound; 

His Goalike acts, and his temptations fierce, 

And former tufferings other wherg are found; 21 
Loud o'er the feſt Cremona's trump doth ſound ; - 

Me otter airs befit, and ſofter ſtrings 
Of lute, or viol ſtill, more apt for mournful things, 
V 


Befriend me Night, beſt patroneſs of grief, 
Over the pole thy thickeſt mantle throw, 30 
And work my fiatter'd fancy to belief, | 
That Heaven and Earth are colour'd with my woe; 
My ſoriows are too dark for day to know: 
The leaves ſhould all be black whereon I write, 34 
And letters where my tears have waſh'd a wannihh 
SI. { white, 
See, ſee the chariot, end thoſe ruſhing wheels, 
That whirl'd the prophet up at Chebar floed, 
My ipi:it ſome tranſporting Cherub feels, 
To bear me where the tow'rs of Salem ſtocd, 
Once gioricus tow'rs, now ſunk in guiltleſs blood; 40 
There doth my ſoul in holy viſion bt 
In p*-alive trance, and anguiſh, and ccftatic fit. 
N VII. 
Mine eye hath found that ſad ſepulchral rack, 
That was the caſket of Heaven's richeſt fore, 
And here though grief my feeble hands up lock 43 
Yet on the ſoften'd quarry would I ſcore 
My planing verſe as lively as beſore 
For ſure ſo well inftructed are my tears, 
That they would fitly 1a!l in order'd characters. 
J | 
Or ſhould I thence hurried on viewleſs wing, 30 
ake up a weeping on the mountains wild, 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and ſpring 
Would ſocn unboſom all their echoes mild, 
Ang 1 (for grief is eaſily beguil's) 
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Had got a race of mourners on ſome pregnant cloud. 


ng, 3 
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Might think th' infeftion of my ſorrows loud 58 


This ſubject the Author finding to be above ths 
years he had, when he wrote it, and nothing 
Fatisfied with what was begun, left it un- 
finiſh'd, 

V. 


On TI ME. 


LY envious Time, till thou run out thy Ts: 
Call on the lazy leaden- ſtepping hours, 
Whoſe ſpeed is but the heavy plumrn: t's pace; 
And glut thyſelf with whot thy womb devours, 
Which is no more than what is falſe and vain, 
And merely mortal droſs; 
So little is our loſs, p 
So little is thy gain, 
For when as each thing bad thou haſt intomb'd, þ 
And laſt of all thy greedy ſelf conſurmn'd 10 
Then long Eternity ſhall greet our bliſs 7 
with an individual kiſs ; 
And' Joy ſhall overtake U842s a flood, | 4 
When every thing nat is ſincerely good 
And perfectly divine, 1 
With truth, and peace, and love, ſhall ever ſhine 
About the ſupreme throne 
Of him, t' whoſe happy- making ſight alone 
When once our heav'nly-guided ſoul ſhall clime, 
Then a!l this earthy groſneſs quit, k 
Attir'd with ſtars, we ſhall for ever fit, - 1 
Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee; O 
: . {Times 2 
VI. 1 


Upon the CIRCUMCIS1ON. VM 
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E flaming Pow! rs, and winged Warriors right 9 
That erſt with muſic, and triumphant ſong, a4 
Firſt heard by happy watchful — $ ear, 

F 3 8 


\ 


y 
— — — OT 


r r 


1 . e ee nds 
„5 TID a 9 _ 


* 


126 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS. 
So fweetly ſung your joy the clonds along 
Through the ſott ſilence of the lif ning night ; 
Now mcurn, and if ſad ſhare with us to bear 
Your fiery eſſence can diftil no tear, 
Burn in your fghs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep ſorrow : 
He who with all Heaven's heraldry whilere 
Enter'd the world, now bleeds to give us calc ; 
Alas, how ſoon our fin 
Sore doth begin 

is infancy to ſeiſe! 
O more excceding love or law more juſt ? 
Juſt law indeed, but more exceeding love! 
For we by ri: ht: ful dom remedileſs 
Were loſt in death, till he that dwelt above 
High thron'd in ſecret bliſs, for us frail duſt 
Emptied his glory, ev'n to nakedneſs; ; 20 
And : hir preat covenant which we ſtill tranſgreſa 


*3 


Entirely fatisfied, 


And the full weak beſide 


Of vengeful Juſtice bore for our exceſs, 


And ſeals obedience firſt with wounding ſmart 2 25 
This day, but O ere long 


Huge pangs and ſtrong 


Will pierce more near his heart. 


VII. 
Ata SOLEMN MUSIC, 


1 


B. EST pair of Sirens, pledges of Heav'n's joy, 
Sphere- born harmonious ſiſters, Voice and Verſe, 
Wed your divine ſounds, and mix'd pow r employ 
Dead things with inbreath'd fenſe able to pierce 
And to our high-rais'd phantaſy preſent —< 
That undiſturbed ſong of pure concent 

Ay ſung before the ſaphir-color'd throne 


To him that fits thereon 


tz x 


19 


#3 


| That we on earth with undiſcording voice 


| In perfect diapaſon, whilſt they ſtood, 
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With faintly ſhout, and ſolemn jubilee, 5 
Where the bright Seraphim i in burning row 10 
Their loud up- lifted angel- trumpets blow, 
And the cherubit hoſt in thouſand quires. 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires 
With thoſe juſt Spirits that wear viRtorious yn, 
Hymns devout and holy pſalms 
Singing everlaſtingly 


May rightly anſwer that melodious noiſe; 
As once we did, till diſproportion'd fin 
Jarr'd againſt nature's chime, and with harſh din 20 
Broke the fair muſic that all creatures made 

To their great Lord, whoſe love their motion ſway d- 


In firſt obedience, and their ſtate of good. 
O may we ſoon again renew that ſong, 
And keep in tune with, Heav'n, till God ere long 
To his celeſtial conſort us unite, 


To live with him, and fingin endleſs morn of light, 
VIII. 


An EPITAPH on the mien 
of WINCHESTER. 


1 HIS rich marble doth enter 
The honor'd Wife of Wincheſter, 
A Vicount's daughter, an Earl's heir, 
Beſides what her virtues fair 
Added to her noble birth, 

More than ſhe could own from earth, 
Summers three times eight ſave one 
She had told; alas too ſoon, 
After ſo ſhort time of breath, 
To houſe with darkneſs, nd with death, 
Vet had * number * her days 


THE Been as complete as was her praiſe, 
II Nature and fate had had no ſtrife 
1a giving limit to her life. | 
Her high birth, and her graces ſweet 
I Quickly found a lover meet; 
Abe virgin quire for her requeſt 
_— Thc God that firs at marriage feaſt; 
MW Heat their invoking came 
EE But with a ſcarce well-lighted flame, 
And in his garland as he flood, 
SAT Ye might diſcern a Horeſubud, 
Once had the early matrons run 
T0 greet her of a lovely ſon, 
And now with ſecond hope ſhe goes, 
RE And calls Lucina to her throws; 
But whether by miſchance or blame 
Atropos for Lucina came; 
EE And with remorſeleſs cruelty 
WER Spoil'd at once both fruit and tree: 
Wil The hapleſs babe before his birth 
wt Had burial, yet not laid in earth, 
And the languiſh'd mother's womb 
War not long a living tomb. 
E 50 have I ſeen ſome tender lip, 
MAN S2: with care from winter's nip, 
" The pride of her carnation train, 
Pluck'd up by ſome unheedy ſwain, 
| Who only thought to crop the flow'r 
New ſhot up from vernal ſhow'r ; 
But the fair bloſſom hangs the head, 
WE Side-ways, as on a dying bed, 
And thoſe pearls of dew ſhe wears, 
E Prove to be preſaging tears, 
Which the ſad morn had let fall 
it On her haſt'ning funeral. 
i 4 Gentle Lady, may thy gra ve 
Pace and quiet ever have; 
After this thy travel fore 


128 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS. \ 


13 


20 


45 


PO 
Sweet 
That 
Shorte 
Here, 
That 
Here 
Wept 
And ſ 
For t! 
Sent t 
Devot 
Whil 
Next 
That 
Who 
The! 
To h 
And 
Thro 
Far \ 

Of b 
Ther 
Like 
Witt! 
No! 


NS. 


13 


3 


80 


40 


45 


POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
Sweet teſt ſeiſe thee evermore, 
That to give the world increaſe, 

Shortened haſt thy on life's leaſe; 

Here, beſides the ſorrowing 

That thy noble houſe doth bring, 

Here be tears of perfect moan _ 

Wept for thee in Helicon, . 

And ſome flowers, and ſome bays; 

For thy hearſe to ſtrow the ways, 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

Devoted to thy virtuous name; | 
Whilſt thou, bright Saint, high ſitſt in glory, 
Next her much like to thee in tory, 
That fair Syrian ſnhepherdeſs, 
Who after years of barrenneſs, 

The highly favor'd Joſeph bore 6g 
To him that ſerv'd for her before, 

And at her next birth much like thee; 
Through pangs fled to felicity, , 

Far within the boſom bright 

Of blazing Majeſty and Light : 

There with thee, new welcome Saint, 5 
Like fortunes may her ſoul acquaint, 4 
With thee there clad in radiant ſheen, 

No Marchioneſs, but now a Queen. & 


N IX. 
SONG. On May MotiinG: 


New the bright morning far, day's harbinget 
Comes dancing from 'the eaſt, ang leads with her 
The flow'ry May, who from her green Jap throws 
The yellow cowſlip, and the pale primroſe, 
Hail bountebus May that doſt inſpire - _ 6 
Mirth and youth and PER de ſire; 5 


\ 
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| j 0 Y HAT needs my Shakeſpear for his honor'd 
The labor of an age in piled tones, 
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Woods and groves are of thy drefling, 
Hill and dale doth boaſt thy bleſſing. 


Thus we ſalute thee with our early ſong, 
And welcome thee, and wiſh thee long. 10 


1. 
on S HAK ESPE AR. 1630. 


[ bones 
Or that bis hallow'd reliques ſhould be hid 


BEE Under a ſtar-ypointing pyramid ? 
bear ſon of memory, great heir of fame, 


5 
What need'ſt thou ſuch weak witneſs of thy name ? 


| WE Thou in our wonder and aſtoniſhment 
SE Haſt built thyſelf a live-long monument, 
BE For whilſt to th” hame of Now-endevoring art 


0 | Thy ealy numbers flow, and that each heart 1@ 
Kath from the leaves of thy unvalued book 


Will © Thoſe Delphic lines with deep impreſſion took, 


Then thou our fancy of itſelf bereaving, 


Doc make us marble with too much conceiving ; 


And ſo ſepulcher'd in ſuch pomp doſt lie, 1 
That kings for ſuch/a tomb would wiſh to die, 


XI. 


| il O the Univerſity Carrier, who ſicken'd in the time 


of his vacancy, being forbid to go to London, by 
reaſon of the plague, | 


PF, 


H ERE lies old Hobſon ; Death hath broke his 
[girt, 


And here alas, hath lain him in the dirt, 
Or elſe the way being foul, twenty to one, 
He's bers ſtuck in a floutzh, and overthrown. 
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Merely to drive the time away he ficken'd, 1 
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'Twas ſuch a ſhifter, that if truth were known, 7 
Ueath was Half glad when he had got him down; 
For he had any time this ten years full, | 
Dodg'd with him, betwixt Cambridge and the Bull. 
And ſurely Death could never have prevail'd, 4 
Had not his weekly courſe of carriage faild; 10 
But lately finding him ſo long at home, ; 
And thinking now his journey's end was come, 
And that he had ta'en op his lateſt inn, X 

In the kind office of a chamberlin 

Show'd him his room where he muſt lodge that night, 
Pull'd off his boots, and took away the light: 

If any aſk for him, it ſhall be ſaid, 

Hobſon has ſupt, and's newly gone to bed. 


XII. 


Another on the ſame, 


H E RE lieth one, who did moſt truly prove 
That he could never die while he could move 

So hung his deſtiny, never to rot 4 
While he might ſtill jogg on and keep his trot, 
Made of ſphere- metal, never to decay 

Until his revolution was at ſtay. 

Time numbers motion, yet (without a erime 
Gainſt old truth) motion number'd out his time: 
And like an engin mov'd with wheel and weight, 
His principles being ceas'd, he ended ſtrait. 1S 
Reſt that gives all men life, gave him his death, 
And too much breathing put him out of breath; 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm 

Too long vacation haſten'd on his term, 


Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quieken'dz 
1 quoth he, on his ſwooning bed out- ſtretch'd, 
If I mayn't carry, ſure n nel er be fetch dj, 

F | 
5 : 


1 
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Bat vow, though the croſs doctors all ſtood hearers, 
For one carrier put down to make fix bearers. 
'1 I5.Eaſe was his chief diſeaſe, and to judge right, 
Ae dy'd for heavineſs that his, cart went light; 
| bp His leiſure told him that his time was come, 
. And lack of load made his life burdenſome, , 
j 9 That even to his laſt breath (there be that ſay't) 35 


she were preſs'd to death, he cry'd more weight; 
ct had his doings lafted as they were, 
Ke had been an immortal carrier, | 
A Obedient to the moon he ſpent his date 
na courſe reciprocal, and had his fate 

|| | Link'd to the mutual flowing of the ſeas, 

| | Yet (range to think) his wain was his increaſe 2 
| | 
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Kis letters are deliver'd all and gone, 
| A Only remains this ſuperſcription, 
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xIII. 
61 1 ALLIE ORO. 


N 
Minh lf H - | 
Will ENCE loathed melancholy, 
oft Cerberus and blackeſt Midnight born, 
WA Jo Stygian cave forlorn holy, 
Mogg horrid ſhapes, and ſhrieke, and fights un- 
Wh Find out ſome uncouth cell, | f 5 
| ji Where brooding darkneſs ſpreads his jealous wings, 
And the night raven fings ; 
| | There under cbon ſhades, and low-brow'd rocks, 
ws As ragged as thy locks, | 
la dark Cimmerian deſert ever dwell, 
at come thou Goddeſs fair and free, 
SS in Heay'n ycleap'd Euphroſyne, 
ad by men, heart-cafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth 
Wich two ſiſter Graces more 
Te iv3-crownes Bacchus bore g 
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r whether (as ſome ſager ſing) 

The frolic wind that breathes the ſpr ng, 
Zephyr with Aurora playing, 

\s he met her once a Maying, 

here on beds of violets blue, 

and freſh blown roſes waſh'd in dew, 
Fill'd her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buxom, blythe, and debonair. 4 
Haſte thee Nymph, and bring with thee 
Jeſt and youthful Jollity, 

Juips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, - 
Nods and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, , 
And love to live in dimple ſleek; 

Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 

And Laughter holding both his ſides. 
Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaſtie toe, 

And in thy right hand lead with thee, 
The mountain nymph, ſweet Liberty; 
And if I give thee honor due, 

Mirth, admit me of thy crew 

To live with her, and live with thee, 
In unreproved pleaſures free; 

To hear the lark begin his flight, 

And finging ſtartle the dull night, 
From his watch-tow'r in the ſkies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth riſe; 

Then to come in ſpite of ſorrow, 

And at my window bid good morrow, 
Through the ſweet briar, or the vine, 
Or the twiſted eglantine : 

While the cock with lively din' 
Scatters the rear of darkneſs thin, 

And to the ſtack, or the barn-door, 
Stoutly ſtruts his dames before: x 
Oft liſt'ning how the hounds and hork 


Chtarly teuſe the umb ring mern, 


10 


2321 
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From the fide of ſome hoar hill, 
Through the high wood echoing ſhrill ; 
Some time walking not unſeen 

By hedge-row elms, on hillocs green, 
Right againſt the eaftern gate, 

Where the great ſun begins his ſtate, 


ERob'd in flames, and amber light, 


The elouds in thouſand liveries dight, 
While the plow-man near at hand 
Whiſtles o'er the furrow'd land, 

And the milkmaid fingeth blithe, 

And the mower whets his fithe, 

And every ſhepherd tells his tal: 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Strait mine eye hath caught new pleaſures 
Whilſt the landskip round it meaſures, 


Ruſſet lawns, and fallows gray, 


Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray, 
Mountains on whoſe barren breaſt. 
The lab*ring clouds do often reſt, 
Meadows trim with daifies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 
Towers and battlements it ſees 

Boſom'd high in tufted trees, \ 
Where'perhaps ſome beauty lies, 

The Cynoſure of neighb'ring eyes. 

Hard by, a cottage chimney ſmokes, 
From betwixt two aged oaks, | 

Where Corydon and Ihyrſis met, 

Are at their ſavory dinner ſet 

Of herbs, and other country meſſes, 
Which the neat-handed Phillis dreſſes; 
And then in haſte her bow'r ſhe leaves, 
With Theſtylis to bind the ſheaves; 
Or if the earlier ſeaſon lead 

To the tann'd haycock in the mead, 
Sometimes with ſecure delight 


The vpland hamlets will invite, 
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Then the merry bells ring round, 
nd the jocond rebecs ſound 
o many a youth, and many a maid, | 95 
ancing in the chequer'd ſhade: 
Ind young and old come forth to play 
Mn a ſunſhine holy-day, 
Fill the live-long day-light fail; 
hen to the ſpicy nut-brown ale. 299 
Vith tories told of many a feat, 
ow'faery Mab the junkets eat, 
She was pincht, and pull'd ſhe ſaid, 
\nd he by friers lanthorn led 
ells how the drudging Goblin ſwet, 
o earn his cream-bowl duly ſet, 
When in one night, ere glimpſe of morn, 
His ſhadowy flale hath threſh'd the corn, 
That ten day-lab'rers could not end; 
Then lies him down the Jubbar fiend, 
And ſtretch'd out all the chimney's length, 
Basks at the fire his hairy ſtrength. 
And crop- full out of doors he flings, 
Ere the firſt cock his mattin rings. 
Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, 
By whiſp' ring winds ſoon lull'd * 
Towred cities pleaſe us then, 
And the buſy hum of men, 
Where throngs of knights and barons bold < 
In weeds cf peace high triumphs hold, 
With ftore of ladies, whoſe bright eyes, 
Rain influence, and judge the prize 
Of wit, or arms, while both contend 
To win hergrace, whom all commend, 
There let Hymen oft appear 
In ſaffron robe, with taper clear, 
And pomp, and feaſt, and revelry, 
With mask, and antique pageantry, 
Such fights as youthful poets dream 
On ſummer eves by haunted ſtream, 


* 


Then to the wel- trod ſtage 
If Johnſon's ont Hob 3 21 
Or ſweeteſt Shakeſpear, fancy's child 
Warble his native wood- notes wild 
And ever againſt eating cares, ? 
Lap me in ſoft Lydian airs, - 
Married to immortal verſe, 
Such as the meeting ſoul may pierce 
In-notes, with many a winding bout 
Of linked ſweetneſs long drawn out,- 
With wanton heed, and giddy cunning 
| The melting voice through mazes runnin 
Untwiſting all the chains that ty N 
The hidden ſoul of harmony; 
That Orpheus ſelf may heave his head 
From golden ſlumber on a bed | 
Of heapt Elyſian flow'rs, and hear 
Such ftrains as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite ſet free 
His half regain'd Eurydice, 
Theſe delights, if thou canſt give 
Mirth, with thee I mean to live, ? 


XIV. 

IL PENSEROSO; 
H ENCE vain deluding joys, | 

he brood of folly without father bred, 
How little you befted, 
Or fill the fixed mind with all 
Dwell in ſome idle brain, aber td 
As thick and numberleſs 


Or __ rg dreams 
The-fickle penſioners of M heus trai 
But bail thou Gocdeſe, ſage oy ; = 


And fancies fond with gaudy ſhapes poſſeſs, 


As the gay motes that people the ſun-bearas, 
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ail divineft Melancholy, 0 
Whoſe faintly viſage is too bright 
To hit the ſenſe of human fight, 
And therefore to our weaker view 13 
O'er laid with black, ſtaid wiſdom's hue; 
lack, but ſuch as in eſteem 9 85 
Prince Memnon's ſiſter might beſe m, 
Or that ſtarred Ethiop queen that trove + 
To ſet her beauties praiſe above 20 
146 The Sea-Nymphs, and their pow'rs offended : 
Yet thou art higher far deſcended, : 
Thee bright hair'd Veſta long of yore 
. To ſolitmzy Saturn bore z ; 
His daughter ſhe (in Saturn's reign, 23 | 
145 Coch mixture was not held a Nain), 
Oft in glimmering bow'rs and glades 
He met her, and in ſecret ſhades 
Of wo:dy Ida's inmoſt grove, 
While yet there was no fear of ove, 39 
352 Come penſive Nun, devout and pure, 
| Sober, ſtedfaſt, and demure, 
All in a robe of darkeſt grain, 
Flowing with majeſtic train, 3 
And ſable ſtole of Cyprus lawn, 35 
Overthy decent ſhoulders drawn. 
Come, but keep thy wonted ſtate, 
With even ſtep, and muſing gate, 
And looks commercing with the skies, 
Thy rapt ſou! ſtring in thine eyes: 
There held in holy pafſion ſtill, 
Forget thyſelf to marble, till 
5 Wich a ſad leaden downward caſt \ 
Thou fix them on the earth as faſt: | 
And join with thee calm Peace, and Qui 45 
Spare Faſt, that oft with Gods doth diet, 
And hears the Muſes ina ring 
0 Ay round about Jove's altar ſing: 
And add to theſe retired Leiſure, | 
That in trim gardens takes his pleaſure; 30 
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But firſt, and chiefeſt, with thee bring, : 
Him that yon ſoars on golden wing, 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 

The Cherub Contemplation | 

And the mute Silence hiſt along, 

'Leſs Philomel will deign a ſon 

In her ſweeteſt, ſaddeſt plight, 

Smoothing the rugged brow of night, 
While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke, 
Gently o'er th* accuſtom'd oak; 

Sweet bird that ſhunn'ſt the noiſe of folly, 
Moſt muſical, moſt melancholy ! 

Thee chauntreſs oft the woods among 
I'woo to hear thy even-ſong ; 

And miſſing thee, I walk unſeen 

On the dry ſmooth- ſhaven green, 

To behold the wand'ring moon, 

Riding near her higheſt noon, 

Like one that had been led aſtray 
Through the Heav'n's wide pathleſs way, 
And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud, 

Oft on a plat of riſing ground, 

J hear the far-off Curfeu found, 

Over ſome wide-water'd ſhore, 
Swingingflow with ſullen roar; 

Or if the air will not permit, 

Some ſtill removed place will fit, 

Where glowing embers through the room 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 

Far from all reſort of mirth, 

Save the cricket on the hearth, 

Or the belman's drouſy charm, 

To bleſs the doors from nightly barm ; 
Or let my lamp at midnight hour, 

Be ſeen in ſome high lonely tow'r, 
Where I may oft out-watch the Bear, 
With thrice great Hermes, or unſphere 
The ſpirit of Plato to unfold 
What worlds, or what vaſt regions hold 
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he immortal mind that hath forſook 
er manſion in this fleſhly nook :; 
\nd of thoſe Demons that are found 
n fire, air, flood, or under ground, 
55 Nhoſe power hath a true conſent 
wich planet, or with element, 
zometime let gorgeous tragedy 
n ſcepter'd pall come ſweeping by, 
Preſenting Thebes, or Pelops line, 
66 r the tale of Troy divine, 
Dr what (though rare) of later age 
nnobled hath the buſkin'd ſtage. 
But, O ſad Virgin, that thy power 
icht raiſe Muſæus from his bower, 
65s Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus fing 
och notes, as warbled to the ſtring, 
Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek, 
and made Hell grant what love als ſeek, 
Or call up him that left half told 
he ſtory of.Cambuſcan bold, 
Of Camball, and of Algarſife, 
And who had Canace to wife, 
That own'd the virtuous ring and glaſs, 
And of the wondrous horſe of braſs, 
On which the Tartar king did ride; 
And if ought elſe great ba ds beſide 
In ſage and folemn tunes have ſung, 
Of turneys and of trophies hung, 
Of foreſts, and inchantments drear, 
$0 Þ Where more is meant than meets the ear, 
Thus night oft ſee me in thy pale 1 
Till civil-ſuited morn appear, 
Not trickt and frounct as ſhe was wont 
With the Attic boy to hunt, 
25 Þ But kercheft in a comely cloud, | 
While rocking winds are piping loud, 
Or uſher'd with a ſhower ſtill, 
When the guſt hath blown his fill, 
Ending on the rufſling leaves, 
With minute drops from off the eaves 
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And when the ſun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me Goddeſs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And ſhadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak, 114 
Where the rude ax with heaved ſtroke f 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt, 
Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt, 
There in cloſe covert by ſome brook, 
Where no profaner eye may look, 140 

Hide me from day's gariſh eye, 

While the bee with honied thie, 

That at her flow'ry work doth ſing, 

And the waters murmuring 

With ſuch conſort as they keep, 148 
Entice the dewy-feather'd ſleep; 

And let ſome ſtrange myſterious dream | 
Wave at his wings in aery ftream 

Of lively portraiture diſplay'd, 

Softly on my eye-lids laid, My 

And as I wake, ſweet muſic breathe 

Above, about, or underneath, 

Sent by ſome Spirit to mortals gocd, 
Or th? unſeen Genius of the wood, 

But let my due feet never fail 135 

To walk the ſtudious cloyſters pale, 

And love the high embowed roof, 5 

With antic pillars maſſy proof, 

And ſtoried windows richly dight, | 

Caſting a dim religious light, 100 
Fhere let the pealing organ blow | 
To the full voic'd quire below, 

In ſervice high, and anthems clear, 

As may with ſweetne's,. through mine ear, | 
Diflolve me into extaſies, ; 165 
And bring all Heav'n before mine eyes. 

And may at laſt my weary age N 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, f 
The hairy gown and molly cell, 


Where I may ſit and rightly ſpell. | 170 
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End every herb that fips the dew; 
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Of every ſtar that Heav'n doth ſhew, F , 


Till old experience do attain 

To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain, | 
Theſe pleaſures Melancholy give, 175 
Aud I with thee will chooſe to live- 


xv. 
AR CAD ES. 


Part of an entertainment preſented to the "Counteſs 
Dowager of Derby at Harefield, by ſome noble 
perſons of her family, who appear on the ſcene in 
paſtoral habit, moving forward the ſcene of Rate, 
with this Song. | ay 


- 


1. SONG. Hs 


* 


OO K Nymphs, and Shepherds look, 
What ſudden blaze of majeſty ala. 
Is that which we from hence deſcry, 
Too divine to be miſtook ; 

This, this is ſhe | 8 
To whom our vows and wiſhes bend ; 
Here our ſolemn ſearch hath end, 


Fame, that her high worth to raiſe 
Seem'd erſt fo laviſh and profuſe, | 
We may juſtly now accuſe ' 9 
Of detraction from her praiſe ; : 

Leſs than half we find expreſt, 

Envy bid conceal the reſt, 


Mark what radiant ftate ſhe ſpread, 
In circle round her ſhining throne, 
Shooting her beams like filyer tbieadsf 3 
This, this is ſhe alone, c „ 
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Sitting like a Goddeſs bright, 
In the center of her light. 


POE 


And all 
Of noiſe 
And fro1 
And hez 
Or wha! 


Might ſhe the wiſe Latona be, 
Or the towred Cybele, 
Mather of a hundred Gods : 


Or burt 

* dares not give her odds; 2 When e 
Who had thought this clime had held Over th 
A deity ſo unparallel'd? ; And ear 


Awakes 
As they come forward, the Genius of the wood aþ. rear 


Numbe! 

pears, and turning toward them, ſpeaks, With p 
f But elſe 

GENIUS, | Hath le 


To the 


| G TAY gentle Swains, for though in this difguiſe my 
I fee bright honor ſparkle through your eyes; aol 7 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and ſprung ' On wh 
Of that renowned flood, ſo often ſung, 1 
Divine Alpheus, who by ſecret luer $0 101 1 
Stole under ſeas to meet his Arethuſe; N 
And ye, the breathing roſes of the wood, 3 ma 
Fair ſilver- buſkin'd Nymphs as great and good, Af t 
I know this queſt of yours, and free intent 70 


Was all in honor and deyotion meant 5 mn 1 
To the great miſtreſs of yon princely ſhrine, The l 
Whem with low reverence I adore as mine, 1 


And with all helpful ſervice will comply 

To further this night's glad ſolemgity; 

And lead ye where ye may more near behold 40 
What ſhallow-ſcarching Fame hath left untold; 
Which I full oft amidſt theſe ſhades alone 

Have fat to wonder at, and gaze upon: 

For know by lot from Jove I am the Power 

Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower, 45 
Jo nurſe the ſaplings tall, and curl the groyve 

With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings woe. 
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And all my plants I fave from nightly il! 
Of noiſome winds, and blaſting vapors chill : 
And from the boughs bruſh off the evil dew, 50 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blue, 
Or what the croſs dire- looking planet ſmites, 
Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 


When evening gray doth riſe, I fetch my round 


Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground, 35 
And early ere the odorous breath of morn 

Awakes the flumb'ring leaves, or taſſel'd horn 
Shakes the high thicket, haſte I all about 

Number my ranks, and viſit every ſprout 

With puiſſant words, and murmurs made to bleſs ; 
But elfe in deep of night, when drowfineſs 61 
Hath lock'd up mortal ſenſe, then liſten I 

To the celeſtial Sirens harmony, 

That fit upon the nine infolded ſpheres, 

And fing to thoſe that hold the vital ſhears, 

And turn the adamantin ſpindle round, 

On which the fate of Gods and men is wound. 
Such ſweet compulſion doth in muſic lie, 

To lull the daughters of Neceſſity, 


And keep unſteedy Nature to her Jaw, " B 


And the low world in meaſur'd metion draw 
After the heav*nly tune, which none can hear 
Of human mold with groſs unpurged ear; 
And yet ſuch muſic worthieſt were to blaze 
The peerleſs highth of her immortal praiie, 75 

hoſe luſtre leads us, and for her moſt fit, | 
f my inferior hand or voice could hit 
zimitable ſounds, yet as we go, 


Whate'er the skill of leſſer Gods can Sohn 


nd ſo attend ye toward her glittering ſtate 
Where ye may all that are of noble ſtem 


proach, and Kiis her ſacred veſturę s hem, 


0 
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will aſſay, her worth ta celebrate, 80 
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1 II, SONG. 
— 1 ö N 
IF O E R the ſmooth enamel'd green, 


o i . 


Where no print of ſtep hath been, 
Follow me as I fing, 
And touch the warbled firing, 
Under the ſhady roof 
Of branching elm ſtar-proof. 
Follow me, 6 
I will bring you where the fits, 
Clad in ſplendor as befits 
Her deity. 
Such a rural Queen 


þ B All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 

= | 1I..5S ONO, 

i ; * and Shepherds dance no more 
1 By ſandy Ladon's lillied banks, 
1 On old Lycæus or Cyllene hoar N 
1 N Trip no more in twilight ranks, 
1 Though Ery manth your loſs deplore, 


A. better ſoil ſhall give ye thanks, 

From the ſtony Mænalus 
Bring your flocks, and live with ut, 
Here ye ſhall have greater grace, 
To ſerve the Lady of this place. 
Though Syrinx your Pan's miſtreſs were, 
Vet Syrinx well might wait on her. 

Such a rural Queen 


All Arcadia hath not ſgen, 
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The Copy of a Letter written by Sir HNA Y 
Worro N, to the 3 8 upon the tulluwing 
Poem. 


From the College, this roch of April, 1638. 
SIR, 


I: was A foecial favor, when Yon lately be. 
* ſtowed upon me here the firft taſte of Your ac- 
% quaintance, though no longer than to make me 
wy knew, that I wanted more time to value it, and 
$& to-enjoy it rightly, And in truth, if I could then 
* haye imagired Your farther flay in theſe parts, 
&« which 1 underſtood afterw.rds by Mr, H.! 
% would have teen bold, in our vulgar phraſe, to 
6 mend my draught, for You left me with an er- 
& trenne thirſt, and to have begged your converſati- 
, on again jointly with Your 1aid learned friend, at 
« a or mea] or two, that we might have banded 
e together ſome good authors of the ancient time 
© among which 1 obſerved You to have been f, 
6% miliar, 
Since Your going, You have charged me witl 
” new obligations, both for a very kind letter fron 
% You, dated the fix h of this month, and for a dain 
6& ty piece cf entertainment, that came therewith 
« wherem I ſhoutd much commend the tragic 
& par, 1t the lyrical did not ravith with a certa 
4 Doric delic:cy in Your ſongs and odes, where 
« in 1 muſt plainly confeis to have ſeen yet nothin 
4% parallel in our language, Ipſa mollities. But 
& muſt not omit to tell You, that I now only e 
cc You thanks for intimating unto me, how me 
c geftly ſoe er, the true ariificer, Fer the wo 
« itſeit I had view'd ſome good while before vi 
& ſingular delight, having received xt from e 
e comm 
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| LMS: 
te common friend Mr. R. in the very'cloſe of the. 
« jate R's poems printed at Oxford; whereunto it is 
« added, as I now ſuppoſe, that the acceſſory might 
&« help out the principal, according to the art of 
te ſtationers, and leave the reader con la bocea 
« dolce. 1 508 5 6 | 

«© Now, Sir, concerning Your travels, wh 
« ] may challenge a little mae - privilege of diſs 
« courſe with you; I ſuppoſe, you will not blanch 
„ Paris in Your way. Therefore I have been bold 
te to trouble You with a few lines to Mr. M. B. 
hom you ſhall eaſily find attending the young 
„ Lord S. as bis governor; and Ton may ſurely 
« receive from him good directions for ſhaping off 
« Your farther journey into Italy, where he did 
« reſide by my choice ſome time for the king, after 
« mine own receſs from Venice. ; 

% T thould think, that Your beſt line will be 
« thro' the whole length of France to Marſeilles, 
“and thence by ſea to Genoa, whence the paſſage 
« into Tuſcany is as djurnal as a Graveſend barge, 
« T haſten, as You do, to Florence or Sienna, the 
ce rather to tell You a ſhort ſtory, from the intereſt 
« You have given me in Your ſafety, 

„At Sienna I was tabled in the houſe of one 
« Alberto Scipione, an old Roman courtier in dane 
« gerous times, having been Reward to the Duca 
« di Pagliano, who with all his family were firane 
« pled, fave this only man, that eſcaped by fore- 
« fight of the tempeſt. With him I had often 
„ much chat of thoſe aff>irs; into which he tool 
e pleaſure to look back from his native harbour; 
% and at my departure toward Rome, which had 
c been the center of his experience, I had won con- 
ce fidence enough to beg his advice, how I might 
« carry myſelf ſecurely there, without offenſe; f 
« others, or of my own conſcience: Signor Arti- 


ge meo, ſays be, i + uctti, & il viſo ſei- 
- | 


« oltog, ; 


1 -148 J 
ve 'olto, that is, Your thoughts cloſe, and your 
& countenance looſe, will go ſafely over the whole 
4 world, Of which Delphian oracle (for ſo 1 
tc have found it) Your judgment doth need no 
commentary; and therefore, Sir, I will com- 
cc mit You with it to the beſt of al) ſecurities 
EE God's dear love remaining Your friend, as mugh 
2 at command as any of longer date. 
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H. Wotton, 
P. S. Sir, I have expreſſly ſent this by my 
c foot-boy to prevent Your departure, without 
* ſome acknowledgment from me of the receipt of 
te Your obliging letter, having myſelf thro' ſome 
vc buſineſs, I know not how, neglected the ordi- 
dic nary conveyance, In any part where I ſhall 
& underſtand You fixed, I ſhall be glad and dili- 
ic gent to entertain You with home novelties, even 
for ſome fomentation - our n too ſoon 
;© interrupted in the 
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and your The Maſk was preſented in 1634, and conſequent- 


the whole ly in the 26th year of our author's age, In the 
(tor ſo 1 T title page of the firſt edition printed in 1637, it 
need no is ſaid that it was preſented on Michaelmas night, 
vill Som: and there was this motto, . 
n Eheu quid volui miſero mihi]! floribus auſtrum 
as mugh , 
2 Perditus. - 


Wotton, In this edition, and in that of Milton's poems in 
s by my 7643, there was prefixed to the Maſh, zbe follow» 
, without Wing dedication, ” 


eipt of org) 

= Sir To the Right Honorable bY 
the ordi- Joux Lord Vicount BxAcKkLy, ſon and heir appa« 
e 1 ſhall rent to the Earl of BZIDGE WATER, &c, 

and dili- Mv Leap 25 , ; 
ties, even - b 

too ſoon 3 * 
2 HIS poem, which received its firſt occa- 


ſion of birth from yourſelf and others of your noble 
family, and much honor from your own perſon in 
he performance, now returns again to make a final 
dedication of itſelf to you, Although not openly 
acknowledg'd by the author, yet it is a legitimate 
fspring, ſo lovely, and ſo much defired, that the = 
ften copying of it hath tir'd my pen to give my ſe- 3 
eral friends ſatisfaction, and brought me to a ne- 4 
eſſity of producing it to the public view; and now 9 
0 offer it up in all rightful devotion to thoſe fair 
dopes, and rare endowments of your much pro- 
niſing youth, which give a full aſſurance, to all | 
nat know you, of a future excellence, Live ſweet nl 
rd to be th: honor of your name, and receive this 
your own, from the hands of him, who bath by | 
any favors been oblig'd to your moſt honor d | 
rents, and as in this repreſentation your attendent 
hyrſis, ſo now in all real expreſſion | \ 


Your faithful and moſt 
bumble Servant, 


G 3 H. LAWZS, 


CHE PERSONS. 


The attendent SPIRIT, afterwards in the 
habit of TuyRois. 


CTouus with his crew. 
The LADY- | 

Firſt BRoTHER. 
Second BroTHER. 


Sana the Nymph, 
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The chief Perſons who preſent were, 


The Lord Baacxlr. 
Mr. THoMAas EER TON his . 
The Lady Alicx Kczaron. 
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The firft Scene diſcuuers a wild word, 
The attendent Spirit de re di or eerie 


n the Bee. ORE the ſtarry threſhold of Jore s court, 
* manſion is, where thoie immortal ſha pes 8 
Of bright 2ereal Spirits live inſpher cd 
In regions mild of calm and ſerene air, 
Above the ſmoke and ſtir of this dim ſpot, 5 
Wich men call Earth, and with low thoughted care 
Config d, and peſter d d in this pin-fold here, © © 
Strive to keep up a frail and feveriſh being, 
Unmindful of the crowa that virtue gives 
After this mortal change to her true fervants 19 
Among the enth:on'd Gods on fainted feats, © - 
Yet ſome there be that by due fteps afpire © 
To lay their juſt hands on that golden key, 
T hat opes the palace of eternity : 
To ſuch my errand is; and but for ſuch, 15 
ere, I would not foil theſe pure ambrofial weeds ' a 
With the rank vapors of this ſin- worn mold. 
But to my taſk. Neptune beſides the ſway 
; Of every ſalt flood, and each ebbing ſtream, 
Took in by lot twixt high and nether Jore 
Imperial rule of all the fea-girt iles, 
That like to rich and various gems in'ay 
The unadozned boſom of the deep, FF 
Which be to grace his tributary Geds \ w== 
By courſe commits to ſeveral government, 25 Wi. i 
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And gives them leave 10 wear their ſaphin crowns, 
And wield their little tridents; but this Ile, 
Op" 


| Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 
At laſt 
And in thick ſhelter of black ſhades inbowr” d 


| 


WW His oriegt liquor in a cryſtal glaſs, 
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The greateſt and the beſt of all the main, 

He quarters to his blue hair'd deities; _. 

And all this tra& that fronts the falling ſun 

A noble Peer of mickle truft and power 

Has in his charge, with temper'd awe to guide 

An old, and haughty nation proud in arms : 

Where his fair ofspring nurs'd in princely Jore 

Are coming to attend their father's ſtate, 35 

And new-intruſted ſcepter; but their way 

Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear wood, 

The nodding horror of whoſe ſhady brows | 

Threats the forlorn and wand'ring paſſenger 3 5 

And here their tender age might ſuffer peri}, 

But that by quick command.frem ſovran Jove 

I was diſpatch'd for their defenſe and guard: 

And liften why, for I will tell you now 

What never yet was heard in tale or ſong, 

From old or modern bard, in hall or bower. 
Baccbus, that firſt from out the purple grape 

£ruſh'd the ſweet poiſon of miſ-uſed wine, 

After the Tuſcan mariners transform'd , 

Coaſting the Tyrrhene ſhore, as the winds lifted, 

On Circe' s iland fell: (Who knows not Circe 5@ 

The daughter of the ſun? whoſe charmed cup 

Whoever taſted, loſt his upright ſhape, 

And downward fell into a groveling ſwine) 

This Nymph that gaz d upon his cluftring locks, 

With ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 5s 

Had by him, ete he parted thence, a ſon 


30 


45 


Much like his father, but his mother more, os 


Whom therefore the brought up, and Comus nam'd, 
Who ripe, and frolic of his full grown age, a 
60 


betakes him to this ominous wood, 


Excels his mother at her mighty art, 


Offering to every weary traveller, 


65 


40 
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« || POEMS en Several OCCASIONS, 253 
To quench the drouth of Phebus, which as they taſteꝰ 
a (For moſt do taſte through fond inte mp' rate thirſt) 
3 Sgon as the potion works, their human count'nance, 
Th' expreſs reſemblance of the Gods, is chang'd 
| Into ſome brutiſn form of wolf, or bear, "=. 
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat, - | 
All other parts remaining as they were; 
35 Yard they, fo perfect is their miſery, 
ood. Not once verceive their foul disfigurement, _ 
hut boaſt themſelves more comely than before, 75 
And all their friends and native home forget, 
o Io roll with pleaſure in a ſenſual ſty. 
123 Therefore when any favor'd of high Jove 
Chances to paſs through this adventrous glade, 
Swift as the ſparkle of a glancing ſtar 80 
II ſhoot from Heav'n, to give him ſafe convoy, 
As now I do: But firſt 1 muſt put off 
45 Urbeſe my ſky robes ſpan out of Iris woof, 
And take the weeds and likeneſs of a ſwain, 
That to the ſervice of this houſe belongs, 85 
Who with his ſoft pipe, and ſmooth-dittied ſong, 
Well knows to ſtill the wild winds when they roar, 
And huſh the waving woods, nor of leſs faith, | 
And in this office of. his mountain watch, 
Likelieſt, and neareſt to the preſent aid 90 
Of this occaſion. But I hear the tread - 
Of hateful ſteps, I muſt be viewleſs now. 
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Comus enters with a charming rod in one hand, his 
glaſs in the other; with him a rout of mon ſters, 
headed hike ſundry forts of wild beaſts, but other- 
wiſe like men and women, their apparel gliſter- 
69 ing; they come in making a riotous and unruly | OY 
noiſe, with torches in their hands, ) /, nn! 
Comvus. The ſtar that bids the ſhepherd 1 

Now the top of Heav'n doth hold, 7 olds 1 ; 
And the gilded car of day 9% We 
bs His glowing axle doth allay 7 1 
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254 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
In the ſteep Atlantic ſtream, | t 
And the ſlope ſan his uoward beam 
Shoots againſt the duſky pole, 
Pacing toward the other goal, 

Of his chamber in the eaſt, 

Mean while welcome Joy, and Feaft, 
Midnight Shout, and Revelry, 

. Tiply Dance, and Jollity, ; 
Braid your locks with roſy twine;  yog 
Dropping odors, dropping wine, * 
Rigor now is gone to bed, 

And Advice with ſcrupulous h-ad, 
Strict Age, and four Severity | 
With their grave ſaws in Number lie. 
We that are of purer fre 


280 


i Imitate the ſtarry quire, 


Who in their nightly watchful ſpheres, 

Lead in ſwift round the months and years. 

The. ſounds and ſeas, with all their finny drove, 
Now to tbe moon in wavering morrice move, 116 
And on the tawny ſands and ſhelves 

Trip the pert faeries and the dapper elves, 

By dimpled brook, and fountain brim, 

The Wood. Nymphs deck'd with daifies trim, 120 
Their merry wakes and paſtimes keep: 

What hath night to do with ſleep ? 

Night hath better ſweets to prove, 

Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. 

Come let us ovr rites begin, 125 
Tis only day-light that makes fin, 

Which theſe dun ſhades will ne er report. 
Hail Goddeſs of nocturnal ſport, ; 
Dark veil d Cotytto, t'whom the ſecret flame 
Of midnight torches burns; myſterious dame, 13. 
That ne'er art callid, but when the dragon womb 
Of Stygian darknets ſpits her thickeſt gloom, 
And makes one blot of all the ait, 
Stay thy cloudy ebon chair, 

Wherein thou rid'ſt with Hecat', and befriend 13 
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Us thy vow'd Priefts, till utmoſi end 
Of all thy due> be done, and none left out, 
Ere the blabbing eaſtern ſcour, 
The nice morn on th' Indian ſteep 55 
From her cabin'd loophole peep, 140 
And to the tell ale ſun deſery . 
Our conceal'd ſolemnity. 
Come, knit hands, and beat the. ground 
In a light fantaſtic round. 

Tre Meaſure. 
Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 14g 
Of tome chaſte footing near about this ground. 
Run to your ſhrouds, within the'e brakes and trees 
Our number may affright : Some irg n ſuce | 
(For ſo I can diſtinguiſh by mine art) 
Benighted in thee woods. Now to my charms, 
And to my wily trains; I ſhall ere long 15 
Be well-ſtock'd with as fair a herd as graz'd | 
About my mother Circe, Thus I hurl 
My daging ſpells into the ſpungy air, 
Of pow'r to cheat the eye with blear illufjon, 155 
And give it falſe preſentmeuts, leſt the place 
And my quaint habits breed aftoniſhment, 
And put the damſel to ſuſpicious flight, 
Which muſt not he, for that's againſt my courſe; 


* 


I under fair pretence of friendly ends, — 16 


And well plac'd words of glozing courteſy 
Baited with reaſons not unplauſible, 

Wind me into the eaſy-hearted man, 

And hug him into ſnares, When once her eye 


Hath met the virtue of this magic duſt, =" += 165 | 


I ſhall appear ſome harmleſs villager, 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 

But here ſhe comes, I fairly ſtep afide, \ 

And hearken, if I may, her bufineſs here. 
The Lady enters, 

This way the noiſe was, if mine ear be teus, 179 

My beſt guide now; methought it was the ſound 
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156 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
Of riot and ill manag'd merriment, 
Such as the jocund flute, or gameſome pipe 
© Stirs up among the looſe unletter'd hinds, 
Wh r their teeming flocks, and granges full, 
In wanion dance they praiſe the bounteous Pan, 176 
And thank the Gods amiſs, I ſhould be loath 
ro meet the rudeneſs, and ſwill'g inſolence 
Of ſuch late waſſailers; yet O where elſe 
Fs? I inform my unacquainted feet 

n the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 
My Brothers, when they ſaw me wearied out 
| oh this long way, reſolving here to lodge 
Under the ſpreading favor of theſe pines, ' 
| Stept, ag they ſaid, to the next thickſet ſide 
To brat berries, or ſuch caoling fruit 


139 


185 


As the kind hoſpitable woods provide, 

They left me then, when the grey- - hooked Even, 

Like a ſad votariſt in palmer's Weed, 

3 from the hind moſt wheels ot Phœbus' wain. 190 
ut where they are, and why they came not back, 

P go the labor of my thoughts ; tis likelieſt ; 
| They had engag'd their wand'ring ſteps too far, 

| And enyioug darkneſs, ere they could 8 
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Why ſhould'ſt thou, but for ſome fellonious end, 
thy dark lantern thus cloſe-up the ſtars, 

That nature hung in Heavin, and fill'd their lamps 
With everlaſting oil, to give due light 

To the miſled and lonely traveller? 

This is the place, as well as I may gueſs, 
Whgace even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfect i in my liſt'ning ear. 

Yet nought but ſingle darkneſs do I find. 
What might this be? A *thoyſand fantaſies 
Begin to throng i into mv memory, | 

Of calling ſhapes, and becl;* ning ſhadows dire, 
And aery tongues, that ſylable mens names 
. On ſands, and ſhores, and d deſart wilderneſſes. 
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Had ſtole them from me; elſe O thieviſh Night 195 
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heſe thoughts may ſtartle well, but not aftound 
he virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 211 
yea ftrong ſiding champion, conſcience.— | 
 ÞD welcome pure-ey'd Faith, white- handed Hope, 
76 hou hovering Angel girt with golden wings, 


Ind thou unblemiſh'd form of Chaſtity; 218 


ſee ye viſibly, and now believe 
That he, the Supreme Good, t'whom all things ill 
30 [Wie but as ſlaviſh officers of vengeance, 
ould ſend a gliſt'ring guardian if need were 
To keep my life and honor unaſſail'd. 220 
as I deceiv'd, or did a fable cloud 
Turn forth ber filver lioing on the night? 
185 did not err, there does a ſabl& cloud 
Worn forth her filver lining on the night, 
| nd caſts a gleam over this tufted grove, 223 
. | cannot hallo to my Brathers, but 
Such noiſe as I can make to be heard fartheſt 
N venture, for my new inliven'd ſpirits 
prompt me; and they perhaps are not far off, 


. 
2 SWEET Echo, ſweeteſt nymph, that liv'ſt unſeen 
ang Within thy aery thell, 231 
1 95 By flow Meander's margent green, 
, And in the violet embroider'd vale, | 
- Where the love-lorn nightingale 
mpy ightly to thee her ſad eng mourneth well; 238 
5 Canft thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
209 That likeſt thy Narciſſus are? 
O if thou have 
Hid them in ſome flow'ry cave, 
Tell me but where, \ 340 
Sweet queen of parly, daughter of the ſphere, 
257 So may iſt thou be tranſlated to the ſkies, 
; And give reſounding grace to all Heav'n's harmonies, 
: Couus. Can any mortal mixture of earth's mold 
Breathe ſuch diyine inchanting raviſhment ? ? 245 
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_ 1 never heard tif now. 


353 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 


Sure ſomething holy lodges in that breaſt, 
And with theſe raptures moves the vocal air 
To teſtify his hidden reſidence: 
How ſweetly did they flote upon the wings 
Of filence, through the empty- vaulted night, 
At every fall ſmoothing the raven down 
Of darkneſs till it ſmil'd! I have oft heard 
My mother Circ2 with the Syrens thiee, 
Amidft the flowry-kirtled Na; ades 
Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 
Who as they ſung, would take the priſou'd fouls 
And lap it in Elyſium ; Scylla wept, | 
And chid her barking waves into attention, 
And fell Charybdis myrmur'd ſoft applauſe : 
Yet they in pleaſing@amber lull'd the ienſ., 
And in ſweet madneſs robb'd it of itſelf; 
But ſuch a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
Such ſober certainty of waking bliſs _ 
In ſpeak to her, 
And ſhe ſhal: be my queen, Hail foreign wonder, 
Whom certain theſe rough ſhades did never breed, 25 
Ualeſs the Goddeſs that in rural ſhrine 

Dwell here with Pan. or Silvan, by bleſt ſong 
Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 
To touch the proſp'rous growth of this tall wood, 270 

Lapy. Nay gentle Shepherd, ill is loft that praiſe 
That is addreſs'd to unattending ears 
Not any boaſt of {kill, but extreme ſhift 
How to regain my ſever'd company, 
Compell'd me to awake the courteous Echo 27 
Jo give me anſwer from her moſly couch, 

Com, What chance, god Lady, hath bereft. yo! 

thus ? 
Lapy. Dim darkneſs, and this lea y e 
Com, Could that divide you from near-uſhenin 
guides ? 

Lavy. They left me weary on a graſſy turf. 2 

Con. By falſhood, or N or ** 
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Layy, To ſeek i th'valley ſome cool fri-ndly 
ſpring. 1 Io nd 
Com, And left your fair fide all unguarded, Lady? 


Lapy. They were but twain, and purpos* quick 


return. | 
Com. Perhaps fore-ſtalling night prevented them. 
LADY. How caſy my m sfortune is to hit} 286 
(cm. Imports their loſs, befide the preſent need? 


LAY. No leis than if I ſhould my Brothers loſe, 


Com. Were they of manly prime, or youthful 
bloom ? | 289 
Lavy. As ſmooth as Hebe's their unrazor'd lips, 


Con. Two ſuch I ſaw, what time the labor'd ox 


In his looſe traces from the furrow came, 

And the ſwinkt hedger at his ſupper fat; 

I ſaw them under a green mantling vine 

That crawls along the fide of yon ſmall hill, 295 

Plucking ripe cluſters from the tender ſhoots; 

Their port was more than human, as they ſtood; 

I took it for a faery viſion 

Of ſome gay creatures of the element, 

That in the colours of the rainbow live, 300 

And play i'th'plighted clouds. I was aw- ſtruck, 

And as 1 paſt, I worſhipt ; if thoſe you ſeek, 

It were a journey like the path to Heaven, 

To help you find them, LA. Gentle Villager, 

What readieſt way would bring me to that place? 30g 
Com. Due weſt it riſes from this ſhrubby point, 


Lap v. To find out that, good Shepherd, I ſuppoſe, 


In ſuch a ſcant-allowance of ftar-light, 

Would overtaſk the beſt land- pilot's art, | 

Without the ſure gueſs of well-praQtis'd feet. 310 
Com. I know each lane, and every alley green, 

Dingle, or buſhy dell of this wild wood, 

And every buſky bourn from fide to fide, _ 

My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood ; 

And if your ftray-attendence be yet lodg'd,. 

Or ſhroud within theſe limits, I ſhall know 


315 


160 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
Ere morrow wake, or the low. rooſted lark 
From her thatcht pallat rouſe; if otherwiſe 
I can conduct you, Lady, to a low | 
But loyal cottage, where you may be ſafe 320 
Till further queſt. LA. Shepherd, I take thy word, 
And truſt thy honeſt offer'd courteſy, 
Which oft is ſooner found in lowly ſheds 

| With ſmoky rafters, than in tap'ſtry halls 
And courts of princes, where it firſt was nam'd, 325 
And yet is moſt pretended: In a place 
Leſs warranted than this, or lefs ſecure, 
I cannot be, that I ſhoule fear to change it. 
Eye me, bleſt Providence, and ſquare my trial 
To my proportion'd ſtrength. Shepherd, lead on, 


g The two Brothers. 


Fr p. Pxo. Unmuffle ye faint ſtars, and thou fair 
1 Moon, | | 

That wont'ſt to love the traveller's benizon, 
Stoop thy pale viſage through an amber cloud, 
And difinherit Chaos, that reigns here 

In double night of darkneſs, and of ſhades ; 335 
Or if your influence be quite damm'd up 

With black uſurping miſts, ſome gentle taper, 
Though a ruſh- candle from the wicker hole 

Of ſome clay habitation, viſit us | 

With thy long levell'd rule of ſtreaming light, 340 
And thou ſhalt be our ſtar of Arcady, f 
Or Tyrian Cynoſure. 2. Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happineſs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penn'd in their watled cotes, 
O ſound of paſt'ral reed with cater ſtops, 

Or whiſtle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery dam“ s, 
?T would be ſome ſolace yet, ſome little chearing 
In this cloſe dungeon of innumerous boughs, 


But O that hapleſs virgin, our Joſt Siſter, 
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POEMS on Several OCCASIONS. 16x 
Where may ſhe wander now, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, amongft rude burs and thiſtles? 
Perhaps ſome cold bank is her bolſter now, : 
Or gainſt the rugged bark of ſome broad elm 4354 
Leans her unpillow'd head fraught with ſad fears. 
What if in wild amazement, and affright, 

Or, while we ſpeak, within the direful graſp 

Of ſavage hunger, or of ſavage heat? 

EL D. Bao. Peace, Brother, de not over-exquiſite 
To caſt the faſhion of uncertain evils ; 369 
For grant they be ſo, while they reſt unknown, 

What need a man foreſtall his date of grief, 
And run to meet what he would moſt avoid? 
Or if they be but falſe alarms of fear, 
How bitter is ſuch ſelf-deluſion? 364 
Ido not think my Siſter ſo to ſeek, 
pr ſo unprincipled in virtue's book, 
nd the ſweet peace that goodneſs bofoms ever, 
As that the fingle want of light and noiſe 
(Not being in danger, as I truſt ſhe is not) 370 
Could ftir the conſtant mood of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into miſ-becoming plight. 
Virtve could ſee to do what virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though ſun and moon 
ere in the Hat ſea ſunk. And wiſdom's ſelf 37g 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired ſolitude, EE | 
here with her beſt nurſe contemplation 
dhe plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various buſtle of reſort f 
ere all too ruffled, and ſometimes impair'd. 380 
de that has light within his own clear breaſt 

ay fit i'th' center, and enjoy bright day: 0 
zut he that hides a dark ſoul, and foul thoughts, 
zenighted walks under the mid-day ſun; | 
limſelf is his own dungeon, EE 

2. Bro, Tis moſt true, 335 

hat muſing meditation moſt affects | 
he penſive ſecrecy of deſert cell, 
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| | P-OE 
Far from th: chearful 227 of men and herds, lad like 
d fits as fate as in « fenate ouſe; | ; 

* who would 1ob a hermit of his weeds, 390 K 
Ns tew books, or his beads, or maple diſh, Where th, 
Or do his gray hairs any violence? 18 
But beauty, like the fa'r Heſperian tree DB wil dare 
L den with vloomung gold, had need the guard Pas here 
Of dragon- Watch with uninchanted e eg 
To tave her bloſſoms, and defend her fruit a 
From the raſh hand ct bold incontinence, Be it not 
You may as well ipread out the uniunn'd heaps Same fay 
Of miſers tre ſure by an out law's den, fo fon.” oi 
And tell me it is ſafe, as bid me hope 400 Blue mea 
Dange will Wink on opportunity, Se hes 
And let a fingle heiple's maicen-paſs No goblin 
Uninjur'd in this wild ſurrounding waſte, Math bart 
Of niyht, or lonelineſs it recks me not; Do 58 bel 
I fear the dread events that dog them both, go Aniiquity 
Leſt ſome ill greeting touch attempt the perſon To teſtify 
O. cur unowned fiftet, Hence ha. 


FEI p. Bao. I do not, Brother, ; Fair fily-1 
Inter, as if I thought my Siſter's ſlate 


Wherewit 

Secure without all doubt, or controyerſy 3 Aad ſpott 
Vet where an equal foile of hope and fear OY The 6. ivo 
Docs arbitrate th* event, my nature is Fear'd he 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear, What wa 
And gladly baniſh ſquint ſuſpicion, That wi' 
My Siſter is not ſo defenſeleſs left Wherewit 
As you imagin z ſhe? has a hidden ſtrength But rigid 
Which you remember not. And nobl 
2a Bro, What hidden ſtrength With ſud 
Unleſs the ſtrength of Heay'n, if you mean thi So dear t. 


El p. Bx O. I mean that too, but yet a hid That whe 
ſtreng h, 


| : h A thoula: 
Which if Heav'n gave it, may be term'd her © Driving t 
"Tis chaſtity, my Brother, chaility : And in c 
She that has that, is clad in complete ſteel, Tell her 
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PO EMS on Several OCCASIONS, 163 
And like a quiver'd nymph wi h arrows keen | 
May tr-ce huge foreſts, and unharbour'd beaths, 
Infamous hills, and ſandy periious wilds, 

Where through the ſacred rays of chatlity, 423 
No ſavag e fierce, bandite, or mountaneer 

Will dare to ſoil her virgin purity : . 

Yea there, where very defolation dwells 

By grots, and caverns ſhage*d with horrid ſhades, 
She may paſs on with unble ch'd m jeſty, 438 
Be it not done in pride, or in preſumption, . 
Some ſay no evil thing that walks by night, 

In fog, or fire, by lake, or mooriſh fen, 

Blue meager hag, or ſtubborn unlad ghoſt, 

That breaks his magic chains at Curteu time, 43g 
No goblin, or ſwart faery of the mine, 5 
Hath hurtful pow'r o'er true virginity, 

Do ye believe me yet, or ſhall I cal 

Antiquity from the vid ſchools of Greece | 
To teſtify the arms of chaſtity ? 440 
Hence h:d he huatreis Dian her dread bow, | 
Fair ſilver ſhafted queen, for ever chaſte, 
Wherewith the tarr'd the brinded livnzſs. * 
Aud ſpotted mounta n pars, ut ſet at nought 

The f. ivolous bolt o Cupid; Gods and men 445 
Fear'd her ſtern frown, and ſhe uus aucen o'th*woods, _ 
What was that in ky-headed Gorgon ſhield, 

That wi'e Minerva wore, unconquer'd virgin, 
Wherewith ſhe freez'd her foes to congeat'd ſtone, 1 iy 
But rigid looks of ch.fte auſt ri y, 4360 Has 
And noble grace that daſh d vrute violence 1 ji 
With ſudden adoration, and blank awe? | 
So dear to Heav'n is faintly chaſtity, 
That when a foul is found fincerely ſo, 
A thouland | veried Ange s acky her, 
Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt, 
And in clear dream, and ſolemn viſion, 
Tell her of things that no groſs ear can hear, 
Jill oft converſe with heav'aly habitants 
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Begin to caſt a beam on th' outward ſhape, 460 
'The unpolluted temple vf the mind, 

And turns it by degrees to the ſoul's eſſence, 

Till all be made immortal: but when luft, 

By unchaſte looks, looſe geſtures, and foul talk, 
But moſt by leud and laviſh act of fin, 463 
Lets in defilement to the inward parts, 

The ſoul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbrutes, till ſhe quite loſe 

The divine property of her firſt being. 

Such are thoſe thick and gloomy ſhadows damp 470 

Oft ſeen in charnel yaults, and ſepulchers, 

Ling' ring, and fitting by a new made grave, 

As loath to leave the body that it lov'd, 

And link'd itſelf by carnal ſenſuality 

To a degenerate and degraded ſtate. 

2. BRO. How charming is divine philoſophy ! 

| Not harſh, and crabbed, as dull fools ſuppoſe, 

But muſical as is Apollo's lute, 

And a perpetual feaſt of neQar'd ſweets, 

Where no crude ſurfeit reigns, EL p. Bro. Lift, 

liſt, I hear 

Some far off hallow break the filent air, 

2. Bro, Methought ſo too; what ſhould it be? 

ELD. Bro, For certain 

Either ſome one like us night-founder'd here, 

Or elſe ſome neighbour wood-man, or, at worſt, 

Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 485 

2. Bro. Heav'n keep my Siſter, Again, again, 
and near; : | 

Beſt draw, and ſtand upon our guard, 

Er.D, Bro. T'll hallow ; 
If he be friendly, he comes well; if not, 
Defenſe is a good cauſe, and Heav'n be for us, 


The attendent Spirit, habited like a ſhepherd, 


That hallow I ſhould know, what are you? ſpeak ; 
Come not too near, you fall on iron ſtakes glle, 491 
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Spin, What voice is that? my young lord? 

ſpeak again. 

2 Bro. O brother, tis my father's ſhepherd, ſure, 

ELD. Bro. Thyrſis? whole artful trains have 

oft delay'd 

The huddling brook to hear his madrigal 495 

And ſweeten'd every muſkroſe of the dale. 

How cam'ſt thou here, good Swain; hath any ram 

Slipt from the fold, or young kid loft his dam, 

Or ſtraggling weather the pent flock forſook ? 

How could*ſt thou find this dark ſequeſter'd nook ? 
SeiR, O mylov'd maſter's heir, and his next joy, 

I came not here on ſuch a trivial toy 

As a ſtray's ewe, or to purſue the ſtealth 

Of pilfering wolf ; not all the fleecy wealth 

That doth.enrich theſe downs, is worth a thought 

To this my errand, and the care it brought, 506 

But, O my virgin Lady, where is ſhe? | 

How chance ſhe is not in your company ? 

ELD, Bro, To tell thee ſadly, Shepherd, with- 
out blame, 

Or our neglect, we loſt her as we came. 510 
SeiR, Ay me unhappy! then my fears are true? 
EL D. Bo. What fears, good Thyrſis, Prethee 

briefly ſhew. _- 
SPIR, I'll tell ye; *tis not vain or fabulous, 
Though ſo eſteem'd by ſhallow ignotance) _ 
hat the ſage poets, taught by th heay'nly Muſe, 

Story d of old in high immortal verſe, 516 

Of dire chimera's and inchanted ifles, i 

And rifted rocks whoſe entrance leads to hell; 

or ſuch there be, but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous wood, 528 

mmur'd in cypreſs ſhades a ſorcerer dwells, | 

Df Bacchus and of Circe born, great Comus, 

Deep ſkill'd in all his mother's witcheries, 

ind here to every thirſty wanderer by 


i enticement gives bis baneful cup 54g 
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With many murmurs mix'd, whoſe pleaſing poiſon Sad 
The viſage quite transforms of him that drinks, Of yp: 
And the inglorious likeneſs of a beaſt, Amaz'd I 
Fixes inſtead, unmolding reaſon's mintage And O po 


CharaQer'd in the face; this have I learnt 530 How ſwee 
Tending my flocks hard by i' th' hilly crofts, Then dow 


That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night Thiovgh | 
He and his monſtrous rout are heard to howl Till guide 
Like tabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, Where th; 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate (For ſo by 


In their obſcured haunts of inmoſt bowers A ready, « 
Yet have they many baits, and guileful ſpells, The aidleſ 
To' inveigle and invite th* unwary ſenſe Who gent 
Of them that piſs unweeting by the way. Suppofing 
This evening late, by then th' chewing flocks 50 * 10 
Had ta'en their ſupper on the ſavoury herb e were t 
Of knot-graſs de w- beſprent, and were in fold, Into ſwift 
I fat me down to watch upon a bank But furthe 


With ivy canopied, and interwove ma. 
With flaunting honey-ſuckle, and began, 80 How are ye 
Wrapt in a pleaſing fit of melancholy, Nag th 
To meditate my rur-l minſtrelſy, gy anc 
Till fancy had her fill, but ere a cloſe Ot" ru 
The wonted roar was up amidſt the woods, Le kee 
And fill'd the air with barbarous diſſonance; « "x" on it 
At which I ceas'd, and liſten'd them a while, f | be un 
Till an unuſual top of ſudden filence Ty et 
Gave reſpit to the drouſy flighted ſteeds, v. ich err 
That draw the litter of cloſe-curtain'd ſleep z 8 err won, 
At laſt a ſoft and ſolemn breathing ſound 5 d by 
Roſe Ike a ſteam of rich diſtill'd perfumes, gal r 
And ſtole upon the air, that even Silence 5 nen 
Was took ere ſhe was ware, and wiſh'd ſhe migh Fay evil on 
Deny her nature, and be never more e 1 
Still to be ſo diſplac'd. I was all ear | ather'd Jil 


And took in ſtrains that might create a ſoul 4 ou be i 
Under the ribs of death: but O ere long elt fed, an 


Teo well 1 did perceive it was the voies And — 
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Of my moſt honcur'd ady, your dear Siſter. 
Amaz'd I ſtood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 565 
And O poor hapleſs nightingale thought I, 
How ſweet thou ſing'ſt, how near the deadly ſnare ?” 
Then down the lawns I ran with headlong haſte, 
Th:o»gh paths and turnings often trod by day, 
Till guided by m ine ear I found the place 570 
Where that damn'd wizard hid in ſly diſguiſe 
(For ſo by certain figns I knew) had met 
Already, ere my beſt ſpeed could prevent, 
The aidleſs innocent Lady his wiſh'd prey, . 
Who gently aſk'd if he had ſeen ſueh two, 573 
Suppofing him ſome neighbour villager. | 
Longer I durſt not ſtay, but ſoon I gueſs'd 
Ye were the two ſhe meant; with that I ſprung 
10 Into ſwift flight, till I had found you here, 
dies ut further know I not. 2. Bro, O night and 
ſhades, . | 5 
How are ye join'd with hell in triple knot, 381 
Againſt th' unarm'd weakneſs of one virgin 
Alone, and helpleſs : Is this the confidence 
You gave me, Brother? Exp, Bro, Yes, and 
keep it till, : 1 
ILean on it ſafely; not a period 53g 
Shall be unſaid for me : "againſt the threats 
Of malice or of ſorcery, or that power i 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 
Virtue may be aflail'd, but never hurt, 
Surpriz'd by unjuſt force, but not int d; 390 
Vea, even taat which miſchief meant moſt harm, 
Shall in the happy trial prove moſt glory: 
But evil on itſelf ſhall back recoil, | 
And mix no more with goodneſs, when at laſt 
Cather'd like ſcum, and ſettled to itſelf. 595 
It ſhall be in eternal reſtleſs change A 
Self- fed, and {alf-conſumed : if this fail, 
The pilla:*d firmament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. But come let's on; 
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+463 POEMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
Againſt th' oppoſing will and arm of Heaven 
May never this juſt ſword be lifted up ; 

But for that damn'd magician, let him be girt 


With all the griſly legions that troop 
Under the ſooty flag of Acheron, 


Harpyes and Hydra's, or all the monſtrous forms bog 


*T wixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out, 
And force him to reſtore his purchaſe back, 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life, | 
SPIR, Alas! good ventrous Youth, 


I love thy courage yet, and bold empriſe ; 610 


But here thy ſword can do thee little ſtead; 
Far other arms, and other weapons muſt | 
Be thoſe that quell the might of helliſh charms: 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joints, 
And crumble all hy finews. 


EL p. Bxo. Why prethee, Shepherd, 616 


How durſt thou then thyſelf approach ſo near, 
As to make this relation, 

SIR. Care and utmoſt ſhifts 
How to ſecure the Lady from ſurprizal, 
Brought to my mind a certain ſhepherd lad, 


Of ſmall regard to ſee to, yet well ſkill'd 624 


In every virtuous plant and healing herb, 

That ſpreads her verdant leaf to th' morning ray: 
He loy'd me well, and oft would beg me fing, 
Which when I did, he on the tender graſs 

Would fit, ana hearken even to extaſy, 6: 
And in requital ope his leathern ſcrip, 

And ſhow me fimples of a thouſand names, 
Telling their ſtrange and vigorous faculties 2 
Amongſt the reft, a ſmall unſightly root, 


But of divine effect, he cull'd me out; 65 


The leaf was darkiſh, and had prickles on it, 

But in another country, as he ſaid, | 
Bore a bright golden flow'r, but not in this ſoil: 
Vaknown, and like eſteem'd, and the dull twain 
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POEMS on Several OCCAST ONS, 164 
Treads on it daily with his clouted ſhoon ; 625 
And yet more med'cinal is it thin that Moly | 
That Hermes once to wiſe Ulyties gare; 
He calPd it Hæmony, and gave it m 
And bad me keep it as of ſovran uſe . | 
*Gainſt all inchantments, mildew, blaſt, or damp, 
Or ghaſtly furies apparition.” : 

I purs'd it up, but little reck*ning 

Till now that this extremity compell'd : 

But now I find it true; for by this means 

i knew the foul inchanter, though diſguis'd, 648 
Enter'd the very lime twigs of his ſpells, | 

And yet came off: if you have thisabour you, 

(As I will give you when we go) you may 

Boldly aſſault the necromancer's hall; | 
Where if he be, with dauntleſs hardihood, _ G5e 


And brandiſh'd blade ruſh on him, break his glaſa, 


And ſhed the luſcious liquor on the ground, 

But ſeiſe his wand; though he and bis curs'd crew 
Fierce ſign of battle make, and menace high, 

Or like the ſons of Vulcan vomit ſmoke, 655 
Yet they will ſoon retire, if he but ſhrink. | 


ETL D. BR yrſis, lead on apace, I'll follow 
| thee, 


And ſome good Angel bear a {hield before us, 


MThe Scene changes to a ſtately palace, ſet out with 


all manner of deliciouſne(s : ſoft muſic, tables 
ſpread with all dainties. Comus appears with 
his rabble, and the Lady fet in an inchanted 
chair, to whom he offers his glaſs, which the 
puts by, and goes about to riſe, 5 

Com, Nay, Lady, fit; if I but wave this wand, 
our nerves are all chain'd up in alabaſter, 660 
nd you a ſtatue, or as Daphne wag 

Koot-bound, that fled Apollo. 
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Lady. Fool, do not boaſt, 
| Thou canſt not touch the freedom of my ming, 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rind 
| Thou haſt immanacl'd, while Heav'n ſees good. 664 
Com, Why are you vex'd, Lady? why do yo 
| - frown ?. 
| Here dwell-no frowns, nor anger ; from theſe gate 
| Sorrow flies far: See here be all the pleaſures 
| "That fancy can- beget on youthful thoughts, 
| When the freſh blood grows lively, and returns 6: 
-  Briſk as the April buds in primroſe- ſeaſon, 
And firſt behold this cordial julep here, 
| That flames, and dances in his cryſtal bounds, 
With ſpi'rits of balm, and fragrant ſyrups mix'd, 
Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of Thone 6; 
| In.Egypt gave to Jove-born Helena, 
Is of fuch power to ftir vp joy as this, 
To life ſo friendly, or ſo cool to thirſt; - 
Why ſhould you be fo cruel to yourſelf, | 
| And to thoſe dainty limbs which nature lent 6? 
or gentle uſage and ſoft delicacy ? ET 
But you invert the covenants of her truſt, 
And harſhly deal like an ill borrower 


With that which you receiv'd on other terms, 
Scorning the unexempt condition 
By which all mortal frailty muſt ſubſiſt, 
Refreſhment after toil, eaſe after pain, 

That have been tir'd all day without repaſt, 
Andtimely reſt have wanted ; but fair Virgin, 
This will reſtore all ſoon, 1 

Lady. Twill not, falſe traitor, | be 

Twill not reſtore the truth and honeſty 

That thou haſt baniſh'd from thy tongue with lie: 
Was this the cottage, and the ſafe abode 
Thou toldit me of? What grim aſpects are theſe, 
Theſe ugly-headed monfters ? Mercy guard me ! 61 
Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiyn 


Yaſt thou betray'd my credulous innocence, 


1 
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With viſor'd falſhood, and baſe forgery? 

— wouldſt thou ſeek again to trap me here 
ith liquoriſh baits fit to inſnare a brute ? 766 

Were it a draft for Juno when ſhe banquets, 

I would not taſte thy treaſonous offer; none 

But ſuch as are good men can give good things, 

And that which is not good, is not delicious 

To a well-govern'd and wiſe appetite: 705 

Con. O fooliſhneſs of men! that lend their ears 

To thoſe budge doctors of the Stoĩe fur; 

And fetch their ptecepts from the Cynic tub; 

Praifing the lean and fallow Abſtinence, 


Wherefore did Nature pour her bounties forth, 5t@ 


With ſuch a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
Covering the earth with odors, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the ſeas with ſpawn innumerable, 
But all to pleaſe; and. ſate the curious taſte ? 
And ſet to Work millions of ſpinning- worms, 71 
That in their green ſhops weave the ſmooth-Hair 
filk 
To deck her ſons, and that ho corner might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hutcht th' all. worlkipt ore, and precious gem 
To ſtore her children with: if all the world 720 
Should in a pet of tenip'rance feed on pulſe; | 
Drink the elear ſtream, and nothing wear but fri8Z&z 
Th' all-giver would be unthank'd, woüld be uns 
prais'd, ; 18 
Not half his riches known, and yet deſpis'd, 
And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging maſter, 743 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth, 3 
And live like Nature's baſtards, not her ſons, 
Who would be quite ſurcharg'd with her dwi 
weight, | 
And ſtrangled with her waſte fertility, | | 
Th' earth cumber'd, and the wing'd air darkt with 
 _ plumes, : 946 
The herds would _— thei, lords, 
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The ſea o'erfraught would ſwell, and th' unſouglt 
diamonds 


| Would fo 1mblaze the forehead of the deep, 


And fo beſtud with ſtars, that they below 

Would grow inur' d to light, and come at laſt 73; 
To gate upon the fun with ſhameleſs brows, 

Lift Lady, be aot coy, and be not coſen d 


With that ſame vaunted name Virginity. 


Beauty is Nature's coin, muſt not be horded, 
But muſt be cucrent, and the good thereof 74 


Conſiſts in mutual and partaken bliſs, 


Unfavory in th* en of itielf ; 

If you let flip time, like 2 neglected roſe 

It withers on the alk with languiſh'd head. 
Beauty is Nature's brag, and muſt be ſhown 743 


In courts, in feaſts, and high ſolemnities, 


Where moſt may wonder at the workmanſhip; 
It is for homely features to keep home, 

They had their name thence z coarſe complexions 
And cheeks of ſorzy grain will ſerve to ply 756 
The ſampler, and to teaſe the huſwife's wooll. 
What need a v:rmeil tintaur'd lip for that, 


Love garting eyes, or treſſes like the morn ? 


There was another meaning in theſe gifts, 754 

Think what and be advis d,' you are but young yet, 
Lay x I had not thought to have unlockt my 

ips 

In this . air, but that this jugler 

Would think to charm my judgment, as mine eyes 

Obtruding lalſe rules prankt in reaſon's garb. 

I hate when vice can bolt her arguments, 760 


And virtue has'no tongue to check her pride. 


Impoſtor, do not charge moſt innocent Nature, 


As if the wou'd her children ſhould be riotous, 


With her abundance; ſhe good catereſs 

Means her proviſion only to the good, 765 
That live according to her ſober laws, 

And holy di ctate of ſpare temperance : 
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If every juſt man, that now pines with want, 
Had but a moderate and beſeeming ſhare 
Of that which I-wdly- pamper'd luxury 
73; Now heaps upon ſome few with vaſt exceſs, 
Nature's full bteflings would be well Q&:fpens'd 
In unſuperfluous even proportion, 
And ſhe no whit incumber'd with her ſtore, 
| And then the giver would be better thank'd, 755 
74 His praiſe due paid; for ſwiniſſi gluttony 
Ne'er looks to Heav'n amidſt his gorgeous feaſt, 
But with beſotted baſe ingratitude 
Crams, and blaſphemes his feeder. Shall Igoon? 
Or have I laid enough? To him that dares 780 
745 Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 
Azainſt the ſun-clad pow'r of Chaſtity, 


\ 


2 Fain would I fomething ſay, yet to what end ? * | 
Thou haſt nor ear, nor ſoul to apprehend 
tions Ihe füblime notion, and high myftery, 783 


75 That muſt be utter'd to unfold the ſage 
U. And ſerious doctrin of Virginity, | 

I And thou art worthy that thou ſhould'ſt not know 

More happineſs than this thy preſent lot, 

754} Enjoy your dear wit, and gav rhetoric, 790 
ng yet. That hath ſo well been taught her dazling fence, 
ckt my Thou art not fit to hear thyſelf convinc'd, 

Yet ſhould I try, the uncontrolled worth 

Of this pure cauſe would kindle my rapt ſpirits 
ne eyen To ſuch a ſame of ſacred vehemence, 795 
b. That dumb things would be mov'd to ſympathize, 

700 And the brute carth would lend her nerves, and 
2. ſhake, | : h 
re, Till all thy magic ſtructures rear'd fo high, 
us, Were ſhatter'd into heaps o'er thy falſe bead. | 

Com. She fables not, I feel that I do fear 3800 

70% Her words ſet off by ſome ſuperior power z 440 

And though not mortal, yet a cold ſhu dd'ring dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath; of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Ere bus 
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To ſome of Saturn's crew. I muſt diſſemble, 805 

And try her yet more ſtrongly, Come, no more, 

This is mere moral babble, and direct 

Againſt the canon laws of our foundation; 

I muſt not ſuffer this, yet 'tis but the lees 

And ſettlings of a melancholy blood: 2 310 

But this will cure all ſtrait, one ſip of this 
Will bathe the dropping ſpirits with delight, 

| Beyond the bliſs of dreams, Be wiſe, ++ Da 


The Brothers ruſh in with ſwords inn; wreft his 
glaſs out of his hand, and break it againſt the 
ground; his rout make fign of reſiſtance, but 
are all driven in: The attendent Spirit comes in, 


SS 


Soi. What 3 you be the falſe inchanter 
ſcape ? 
= D ye miſtook, ye ſhould have ſnatcht his wand 815 
And bound him faſt; without his rod revers'd, 


WET And back ward mutters of diſſevering power, 


e cannot free the Lady that fits here 

In ftony fetters fix d and motionleſs: _ 

Yet ſtay, be not difturbed ; now I bethink me $26 
Some other means I have which may be us d, 

Wi Which once of Melibeus old 1 iearnt, 

WE The ſootheſt ſhepherd that efer pip'd on plains, 

1 Theie is a gentle nymph not tar from hence, 


= That with moift curd ſways the ſmooth Severn 


\ Fil ſtream, 
W Sabrina is her name, a virgin puręg; 816 


= Whilome ſhe was the daughter of Locrine, 
= That had the ſcepter, from his father Brute, 


She guilile.s damſel flying the mad purſpit 


0 of her enragod fepdame Guendolen, 830 


| Commended her fair innocence to the flood, 
That Ray'd her flight with his crois-flow! ng courſe. 


bl The water nymphs chat in the bottom play d, 
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Held up their pearled wriſts and took her in; 


Bearing her ſtrait to aged Nereus hall, 3365 | 


Who piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head, 

And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 

In nectar'd la vers ftrow'd with aſphodil, 

And through the porch and inlet of each ſenſe. 

Propt in ambrofial oils till ſhe reviv'd, 8346 

And underwent a qui. k immortal change, | | 

Made Goddeis of the river; ſtill ſhe retains 

Her maiden gentleneſs, and oft at eve 

Viſits the herds along the twilight meadows, 

Helping all archin blaſts, and ill-luck figns 344 

Thai the ſhrewd medling elſe deligits to make, 

Which ſhe with precious vial'd liquors heals, 

For which the ſhepherds at their feſtivals 

Carol her goodneſs loud in ruſtie lays, 

And throw ſweet garland wreaths into her ſtream Sg 

Of pancies, pinks, and gaudy daffodils, 

And, as the old ſwain ſaid, ſhe can unlock 

The 22 charm, and thaw the — 
L 

If ſhe 338 invok'd in warbled ſong, 

For maidenhood ſhe loves, and will be "ſwift 358 

To aid a virgin, ſuch as was herſe f, 

In hard. beſetting need ; this will I try 

And add the pow'r of ſome adjuting verſe, 


s OM . 


Sabrina fair, | 
Liſten where hci ert ſitting 360 
Under the glaſſy, cool, tranflucent wave, % 
In twiſted braids of lillies knitting 
The looſe train of thy amber-dropping hair; 
Liſten for dear honor's ſake, 
Goddeſs of the ſilver lake, 865 
Liſten and ſave, 5 
H 4 


Liften and appear to us 

In name of great Oceanus, 
th'carth-ſhaking Neptune's mace, 

And Tethys grave majeſtic pace, 

By hoary Nereus wrinkled look, 

And the Carpathian wiſard's hook, 

By ſcaly Triton's winding ſhell, 

And old ſooth-ſaying Glaucus ſpell, 

By Leucothea's lovely hands, 

And her ſon that rules the ſtrands, 

By Thetis tinſel- ſli pper d feet, 

And the ſongs of Sirens fweet, 

By dead Parthenope*s dear tomb, 


And fair Ligea's golden comb, 


Wherewith ſhe fits on diamond rocks, 


 Sleeking her ſoft alluring locks, 


By all the nymphs that nightly dance 

Vpon thy ftreams with wily glance, 

Riſe, riſe, and heave thy roſy head 

From thy coral-paven bed, 

And bridle in tby beadlong wave, 

Till thou our ſummons anſwer'd have; 
Liften and ſave, 


fings. 


77 


By the ruſky-fringed bank, 


A i F Where grows the willow and the oſier dank, 


My ſliding chariot ſtays, 


Thick ſet with agat, and the azure ſheen 


Of turkis blue, and emrald green, 
That in the channel ſtrays; 


Whilſt from off the waters fleet 


Thus I ſet my printleſs feet 
O'er the cow ſlips velvet head, 
That bends not as I tread; 


Gentle Swain, at thy requeſt 


.G am here, 


4 
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" Sabrina riſes; attended by water-nymphs, and 


890 
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Sp1s. Goddeſs dear, by 
We implore thy pow'rful hand 
To undo the charmed band, ; 
Of true virgin here diſtreſt, 905 
Through the force, and through the wile 
Of unbleſt inchanter vile, | 

SAB. Shepherd, tis my office beſt 
To help inſnared chaſtity : 
Brighteſt Lady, look on me; 910 
Thus I ſprinkle on thy breaſt 
Drops that from my fountain pure 
I have kept of precious cure, 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip, | 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip; 515 
Next this marble venom'd ſeat, | 
Smear' d with gums of glutenous heat, 
I touch with chaſte palms moiſt and cold: 
Now the ſpell hath loft his held; 
And I muſt haſte ere morning hour 920 
To wait in Amphitrite's bow'r. 


Sabrina deſcends,. and the Lady riſes out of 
her ſeat, 


Sy1R, Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Sprung of old Anchiſes line, 
May thy brimmed waves for this | 
T heir full tribute never miſs 925 
From a thouſand petty rills, 
That tumble down the ſnowy hills: 
Summer drouth, or ſinged air 
Never ſcorch thy tieſſes fair, 
Nor wet October's torrent flood ;{ 939 
Thy molten cryſtal fill with mud; — 
May thy billows roll aſhore 
The beryl, and the golden ore; 
May thy lofty head be crown'd | 
With many a tow's and terras round, 935 
H 5 | 
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And heie and there thy banks upon 
With groves of myrrhe, and cinnamon. 

Come, Lady, while Heav'n lends us grace, 
Let us fly this curſed place, | 
Left the ſoxcerer ys entice 
With ſome other new device. 
By. a waſte, or needleſs ſound, 
Till we come to holier ground; 

(all be your faithful gnide 
Through tej gloomy covert wide 
And not many fuflongs, thence 
Is your Father's reſidence 
Were this might are met in ſtate 
—_ Many a friend to giatulate j 

H wiſh'd pieſence, and beſide 

„ All the fwains that near abi e, 
Wich jigs, and rural Jace reſort; 
We all atch them at their ſport, 
And our ſugden coming there 
WI double all their mirth and chear 
Come let us haſte, the ſtars grow high 


949 
944 
959 


. 


But night fits monarch yet in the mid ſky. 


Th- Scene changes, preſenting Ludlow town and 
the Preſident's caſtle; then come in country dan- 
cers, after them' the attendent Spirit, with the 
two Brothers and the Lady, . | 


S N. 


Sin. Back, Sbephęrde, back, enough your play, 
4222 thine ltd; 
Other trippings to be tred 1 

Of lighter toes, and ſuch court guiſe 

As Mercury did firſt deviſe 

With the mine sg Dryades 


Here be without duck or nod 960 


On the lawns, and on the leas. 96; 
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| This ſecond Song preſents them to their Father 
and Mother 8 


Noble Lord, and Lady bright, 
949 I have brought ye new delight, ; 
Here behold ſo goodly grown ls | 
Three fair branches of your own ; 
Heav'n hath timely try'd their youth, 970 
Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 
948 And ſent them here through hard aſſays 
wich a crown of deathleſs praiſe, 
To triumph in victorious dance | 
O'er ſenſual folly, and intemperance, 975 


8, 


950 The dances ended, the Spirit epiloguizes, 


Sy1R, To the ocean now T fly, 
And thole happy climes that lie; 
Where day never ſhuts his eye, le 
955 Up in the broad fields of the ſky: —_ 
There I ſuck the liquid air ” | | 
All amidit the gardens fair 5 | _ I 
Of He'perus, and his daughters three „ 
= ad 1 hat fing about the golden tree: 1 
yd an- Along the criſped ſhades and bowers 
ich the Revels the ſpruce and jocond Spring, 
Ihe Graces, and the roſy-boſom'd Hours, 
Thither all their bounties bring z 
That there eternal Summer dwells, 
And weſt-winds with muſky wing 
About the cedarn alleys fling 990 
Nard and Caſha's balmy ſmells, | 
Iris there with humid bow £* 4 
Waters the odorous banks, that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue, 
Than her purfled ſcarf can ſhew, 
And drenches with Elyſian dew 
Liſt mortals, if your ears be true 


f play, 
960 
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Beds of hyacinth and roſes, 
Where young Adonis oft repoſes, 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In ſlumber ſoft, and on the ground 
Sadly fits th* Affyrian queen; 
But far above in ſpangled ſheen 
Celeftial Cupid her fam's ſon advanc'd, 
Holds his dear Pſyche ſweet intranc'd, 
After her wand'ring labors long, 

Till free conſent the Gods among 
Make her his eternal bride, 
And from her fair unſpotted fide 

Two bliſsful twins are to be born, 
Youth and Joy ; fo Jove hath ſworn, 
But now my taſk is ſmoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can zun 
ickly to the green earth's end, 

Where the bow'd welk in flow goth bend, 
And from thence can ſoar as ſoon 

To the corners of the moon. 

Mortals that would follow me, 
Love Virtue, the alone is free, 

She can teach ye how to clime 
Higher than the ſphery chime ; 

Or if Virtue feeble were, 


Þ ** n itſelf i N to her. 
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XVII. 
ei DA $. 


In this monsdy the author bewails a learned friend. 
unfortunately d own'd in his paſſage from Cheſter 
on the Iriſh ſeas, 1637, and by occaſion turetels 


the ruin of our corrupted clergy, then in their 


Y E T once more, O ye Laurels, and once more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never ſere x 
T come to pluck your berries harſh and crude, 
And with forc'd fingers rude 
Shattet your leaves before the mellowing year, 
Bitter conſtraint, and ſad occahion dear, 
Compels me to di ſturb your ſeaſon due: 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 
Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew 
Himſelf to fing, and build the lofty rhime. 
He muſt not flote upon his watry bier © 
Unwept, -and welter to the parching wind, 
Without the meed of ſome melodious tear. 
„Begin then, Siſters of the ſacred well, 15 
That from beneath the ſeat of Jove doth ſpring, 
Regin, and fomewhat loudly ſweep the ſtring, 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuſe, 
vo may fome gentle Muſe | 
With lucky words favor my deftin'd urn, 20 
And as he paſſes turn, * 3 
And bid fair peace be to my ſable ſhroud. 
For we were nurs d upon the ſelf- ſame hill, 
Ted the ſame flock by fountain, ſhade and rill. 


— 


\ 


Together both, ere the high lawns appear d 25g ll 


Vader the opening eye-lids of the morn, 


3 
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We drove a field, and both together heard 

What time the gray-fly winds her ſultry horn, 
Batt'ning our flocks with the freſh dews of night, 
Oft till the ſtar that roſe, at evening, bright. 30 
Tow'ard Heaven's deſcent had ſlop'd his weft'ring 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, [ wheel, 
'Temper'd to th' oaten flute, 

Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloyen heel 
From the glad ſound would not be abſent long, 
And old Damztas lov'd to hear our ſong. 

But Q the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Now thou art gone, and never muſt return! 
Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and deſert caves 
With wild thyme and the gedding vine o'ergrown, 
And all their echoes mourn. | 41 
The willaws, and the hazel copſes green, 

Shall now ao more be ſeen, 

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy ſoft lays, 

As killing as the canker to the roſe, 

Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze, 
Or froſt to flow'rs, that their gay wardrobe wear, 
When firſt the white-thorn blows; 

Such, Lycidas, thy loſs to ſhepherds ear, 

Whete were ye, Nymphs,when the remorſeleſs deep 
Clas'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas? 11 
For neither were ye playing on the itcep, . 
Where your old Bards. the famous Druids, lie, 
Nor on the ſhaggy top of Mona high, 

Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her wiſard fiream: g; 
Ay me! I fondly dream ; | 

Had ye been there, for what could that have done? 
What could the Muſe herſelf that Orpheus bore, 
The Muſe herſelf for her inch anting ſon, . 
Whom univerſal nature did lament, 

When by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
His goary viſage down the ſtream was ſent, 
Pown the ſwift Hebrus to the Leſb.an ſhore ? 
Alas! What boots it with jaceſlant carę 
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To tend the homely lighted ſhepherd's trade, 63 
And ſtrictly meditate the thankleſs Muſe? _ 
Were it not better done as others uſe, 

To ſport with Amaryllis in the ſhade, 

Or with the t2ngles of Neæra's hair? 

Fame is the ſpur that the clear ſpirit doth raiſe 
(That laft infirmity of noble mind) 

To ſcorn del ghts, and live laborious days; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 
And think to burſt out into ſudden blaze, 
Comes the blind Fury with th' ahborred ſhears, 75 
And ſlits the thin ſpun life. But not the praiſe, 
Phoebus reply'd, and touch'd my trembling ears 
Fame is no plant that grows on mortal ſail, 

Nor in the gliſt'ring foil 

det off to th? world / nor in broad rumor lies, 
But lives and ſpreads aloft by thoſe pure eyes, 
And perfect witneſs of all-judging Jovez 
As he pronounces laſtly on each deed, 

Of ſo much fame in Heav'n expect thy meed. 


70 


O fountain Arethuſe, and thou honor'd flood, 2g 


Smooth-ſliding Mincius, c:own'd wich vocal reeds, 
That ſtraiſ I heard was of a higher mood: 

But now my oat proceeds, 

And Jiſtens to the herald of the ſea 

That came in Neptune's plea ; | 

He aſk'd the. waves, and aſk'd the fellon winds, 
What hard miſhap hath doom'd this gentle ſwain? 
And queſtion?d every guſt of rugged winds . 
That blows from off each beaked promontory z 
They knew not of his ſtory, | 35 
And ſage Hippotades their anſwer brings, 
That not a blaſt was from his dungeon ſtray'd, 
The air was calm, and on the level brine 
Sleek Panope with all her ſiſters play'd. 

It was that fatal and perfidious bark 100 
Built in th' eclipſe, and rigg'd with curſes dark, 
That ſunk. ſo low that ſacred head of thine, = 
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' He ſhook his 


184 POFMS on Several OCCASIONS, 
Next Camus, reverend fire, went footing flow, 

His manile hairy, and his bonnet ſedge, 

Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 105 


Like to that ſanguin flow'r inſcrib'd with woe. 


Ah! Who hath refr (quoth he) my deareſt pledge? 
Laſt came, and laſt did go, 

The pilot of the Galilean Jake, 

Two maſly keys he bore of metals twain, 1 
(The golden opes, the iron ſhuts amain) 

iter'd locks, and ſtern beſpake, 
How well could I have ſpar'd for thee, young ſwain, 
Enow of ſuch as for their kellies ſake 

Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold? 1135 
Of other care they little reck' ning make, | 
Than-how to ſcramble at the ſhearers feaſt, 


And ſhove away the worthy bidden gueſt; hold 


Blind mouths ! that ſcarce themſelves know how to 


A ſheep-hook, or have learn'd ought elſe the leaſt 
That to the faithfu! herdman's art belongs! 

What recks it them? What need they? They are ſped; 
And when they liſt, their lean and flaſhy ſongs 
Grate on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched ſtraw; 


The hungry theep look up, and are not fed, 125 


But ſwoll'n with wind, and the rank miſt they draw, 

Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſpread : 

Beſides what the grim wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours apace, and nothing ſaid, 

But that two-handed engin at the door 130 

Stands ready to ſmite once, and ſmite no more. 
Return Alpheus, the dead voice is paſt, 

That ſhrunk thy ſtreams ; return Sicilian Muſe; 


And call the vales, and bid them hither caſt 


Their bells, and flourets of a thouſand hues, 133 
Ye Valleys low, where the mild whiſpers uſe 

Of ſhades, and wanton winds, and guſhing brooks, 
On whoſe freſh lap the ſwart ftar ſparely looks, 
Throw hither all your quaint enamel'd eyes, 

That on the green turf ſuck the honied ſhowers, 
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FA And purple all the ground with vernal flowers, 140 
ring the rathe, primroſe that forſaken dies, 
16; The tufted crow-tce, and pale jeſſamine, 

e Ihe white pink, and the panſy frerkt with jet, 
edge? The glowing violet, 158 
The muſk-roſe, and the well - attir'd woodbine, 

With cowflips wan that hang the penſ ve head, 
11 And every flow's that ſad embroidery wears: 
Bid amaranthus all his beauty ſhed, 
e, And daffadillies fill their cups with tears, 356 
To ſtrow the laureat herſe where Lycid lies, 
For ſo to interpole a little eaſe, 
Let our frail thoughts dally with falſe ſurmiſe. | 
Ay me! Whilſt thee the thores, and ſounding ſeas 
Waſh far away, where'er thy bones are hurl'd, 158 
Whether beyond the ſtormy Hebrides, 
here thou perhaps under the whelming tide 
leaſt NViſit'ſt the bottom of the monſtrous world; 
Or whether thou to our moiſt vows deny'd, 
e ſped; {Btcep*it by the fable of Bellerus old, 260 
gs Where the great vifion of the guarded monnt 
aw; Looks tow' ard Namancos and Bayona's avid ; 
125 Lock homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth: 
y draw, nd, O ye Dolphins, waft the hipleſs youth. | 
5 Weep no more, woful Shepherds, weep no more. 
or Lycidas your ſorrow is not dead, 166 
Sunk though he be. bene? h the watry floor; 
130% finks the day- ſtar in the ocean bed, 
re. nd yet anon repairs his drooping head, 269 
\nd tricks his beams, aud with new. ſpangled ore 
Auſe, Wiames in the. forehead of the morning ſky : 


11 


. So Lycidas ſunk low, but mounted high, _. - 
. 135 brough the dear might of him that walk'd the waves, 
fe ere other groves and other ſtreams along, 
rooks, With nectar pure his oozy locks he laves, 175 
oks, und hears the unexpreſſive nuptial ſong, 


; n the bleft kingdoms meek of joy and love, 
wers, kia entertain him all the Saints above, 
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In ſolemn troops, and ſweet ſocieties, ks av 
That ſing, and ſinging in their glory move, 18040 with th 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes, lip your ph 
Now, Lycidas, the ſhepherds weep nu more; | 
Henceforth thou art the genius of the ſhore, hen they! 
In thy large recompenle, and ſhalt be good e Preſbyt 
Jo all that wander in that perilous flood. 183 ER 
'Thus ſang the uncouth {wain to th' oaks and rills, 

While the fi1}] morn went out with ſandals gray, 
He touch'd the tender ſtops of various quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay: The! 
And now the ſun had ſtretch'd out all the hills, 190 | 
And now was dropt into the weſtern bay; & ts 
At laſt he roſe, and twitch his mantle blue: «Py "hs 


To morrow to freſh woods, and paſtures new. Latin meal 


mit, 


III. 
Hat 


On the new forcers of conſcience under the Longſhurts thee o 


PARLIAMENT, | Pprrha ? 

1 In vreat 

Ecauſe you habe thrown off your Prelate Lord, W*".'? hy 
And with ſtiff vows renoune'd his Liturgy, faith and 
To jeize the widow'd whore Plurality Rough w 
From them whoſe fin ye envied, not abhorr'd, | Unwonte 
Lare ye for this adjure the civil ſword "1 e 
To force our conſciences that Chriſt ſet free, bo always 1 
Hopes tht 


And ride us with a claflic hierarchy i 
Taught ye by mere A. S. and Rother ford? Unmindf 
Men whoſe life, learning, faith and pure intent whom thou 
Would have been held in high eſteem with Paul, Ne the ſa 
Muſt now be nam'd and printed Heretics _ My dank 
By ſhallow. Edwards and Scotch what d'ye call: To the & 
But wedo hope to find out all your trieks, 
Your plots and packing worſe the n thoſe of Trent, 
| That fo the Parlament 


- 


3. Iro us on Several OCCASIONS, 187 


ay with their wholſome and preventive ſhears 16 
lip your phy lacteries, though bauk your ears, 
And ſuccour our juſt tears, 
hen they ſhall read this clearly in your charge, 
ey Preſbyter is but Old Prjeſt writ large. 29 


75 | XVIII, 


The Fifth ODE of Horace, Lib, J. 


iis multa gracilis te puer in roſa, rendred almoſt 
word for word without rime, according to the 
Latin meaſure, as near as the language will per- 
mit. 1 | 


Hat flender youth bedew'd with liquid odors 

Long parts thee on roſes in ſome pleaſant cave, 

Pyrrha ? for whom bind'ſ thou 

; In wreaths thy golden hair, 

Lad ain in thy neatneſs? O how oft ſhall he 4 

faith and changed Gods complain, and ſeas 

Rough with black winds and ſtorms 

Unwonted ſhall admire ! 

ho now enjoys thee credulous, all gold, 

ho always vacant always amiable | 10 

Hopes thee, of flattering gales . 

> Unmindful. Hapleſs they 

5 whom thou untry'd ſeem'ſt fair. Me in my vow'd 

paul. (re the ſacred wall declares t'haye hang . 
My dank and dropping weeds 15 

. To the ſtern Gog of ſea, — 


- 
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Ad PYRRHAM, Op V. 


Horatius ex Pyrrbæ inecebris tanquam é naufragęio 
enataverat, cujus amore itretitos, affirmat el; 


miſeros. 


Is multa gracilis te pyer in roſa 
Perfuſus liquidis urget odoribus, 
Grate, Pyrrhy.fub antro ? 

Cui flavam re. itzas comam 

Simplex munditiis? heu quoties fidem 

Mutatoſque deos fl-bit, et aſpera 
Nigris 2quora ventis 
Emirabitur inſolens ! 

Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea, 

Qui ſemper vacuam ſem.er amabilem 
Sperat, neſcius auræ f 
Fallacis. Miſeri quibus 

Intentata nites. Me tabula ſacer 

Votiva paries indicat uvida 
Suſpendiſſe potenti 
Veſtimenta maris Deo. 


SONNE Ts. 


: 


To inn 


O Niehtingale, that on yon bloomy fpray 
Warbles at eve, when all the woods are ſtil}, 


10 


I 


' Thou 
Whil 
Thy liquie 
Firſt he; 
Portend 
Have lin 
Now time! 
Foretel. 
As thou 
For my re! 
Whethe 
Both the 


Donna legy 
L'herboſ 
Bene & ce 
Qual tuo 

he dolcem 
De ſui at 
Ei don, 

La onde 

Quando tu 
Che mos 
Guardi c 

'entrata, « 
Gratia fc 
Che'l difl 


Val in coll, 
L'avezza 
Va bagna 
Che mal 

vor di ſua 


Cok Am 


i NN r 189 
Thou with freſh hope the lover's heart doſt fill, 
While the jolly hours lead on propitions May. 
Thy liquid notes that cloſe the eye of day, 5 
Firſt heard before the ſhallow cuccoo's bill, 
fragio Portend ſucceſs in love; O if Jove's will 
t eſe ſl Havelink'd that amorous pow'r to thy ſoft lay, 
Now timely ſing, ere the rude bird of hate 
Foretel my hopeleſs doom in ſome grove nigh ; 
As thou from year to year haſt ſung roo late 11 9 
For my relief, yet hadſt no reaſon why: g | 
Whether the Muſe, or Love call thee his mate, 
Both them I ſerve, and of their train am J. 


II. 


8. 
a 


5 


Donna leggiadra il cui bel nome honora 
L'herboſa val di Rheno, e il nobil varco, 
Bene ẽ colui d*ogni valore ſcareo 
Qual tuo ſpirto gentil non innamora, | 
he dolcemente moſtra fi di fuora Z 
De ſui atti ſoavi giamai darco, 
Ei don, che fon d'amor ſaette ed arco, 
La onde l' alta tua virtu $'infiora. 
Nando tu vaga parli, o lieta canti 
Che mover poſſa duro alpeſtre legno, e 
Guardi ciaſcun a gli occhi, ed a gli orecchi 
'entrata, chi di te fi truova indegnoz 
Gratia fola di ſu gli vaglia, inanti 
8 - Che'l diſio amoroſo al cuor s' in vecchi. 


10 


III. 


Val in colle aſpro, al imbrunir di ſera 
L'avezza giovinetta paſtorella 5 
Va bagnando I'herberta ſtrana e bella 
Che mal ſi ſpande a diſuſata ſpera ; 
vor di ſua natia alme primavera, 'S 
ray Cok Amor meco insù la lingua ſnella 


lt, 


195 30 NET 9, 
Deſta il fior novo di ſtrania favella, 
Mentre io di te, vezzoſamente altera, 

Canto, dal mio buon popol non inteſo 
E'l bel Tam gi cangio col bel Arno, 
Amor lo volſe, ed io a l'altrui peſo 

Seppi ch* Amor coſa mai volſe indarno. 

Deh ! foſs' il mio cuor lencoe'l duro ſens 
A chi pianta dal ciel fi buon terteno. 


Canzone. 


R woxs: donne e giovani amotofi 
M' uccoſtandoſi attorno, e perche ſcrivi, 
Perche tu ſcrivi in lingua ignota c ſtrana 
Verſeggiando d' amor, è come t'ohi ? 
Dinne, fe la tua ſpeme ſia tnai vana; 
E de penſieri lo miglior t' arri vi; 
Coſi mi van burlando, altri rivi 
Altri lidi t' aſpetton, & altra onde 
Nelle cui verdi ſponde 
Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioma 
L'immortal guiderdon d' eterne frondi 
Peiche alle ſpalle tue ſoverchia ſoma? 
Canzon dirotti, e tu per me riſpondi 
Dice-mia Donna, el ſuo dir, & il mio cuore 
Queſta e lingua di cui ſi vanta Amore. 


IV. os 


Diodati, e te*l gird con maraviglia, _ 
Quel ritraſo io ch*'amor ſpreggiar ſolea 
E de ſuoi lacci ſpeſſo mi ridea 
Gia caddi, ov*huom dabben talhur Simpiglia, 
Ne treccie d'oro, ne guancia vermiglia 
M''abbaglian si, ma ſotta nova idea 
Pellegrina bellexza che'l cuor bea, 
Portamenti alti honeſti, e nelle ciglia 
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. 
Quel ſereno fulgor d' amabil nere, | 
Parole adorne di lingua piu d' una, 10 
E'] cantar che di mezzo l'hemiſphero 
Traviar ben puo la faticoſa Luna, 
E degli occhi ſuoi auventa ſi gran fuoe o 
Che l'incerar gli orecchi mi fia poco. 


v. 


Per certo i bei voſttꝰ occhi, Donna mi a 
Eſſer non puo che non ſian lo mio ſole 
Si mi percuoton forte; come ei ſuole 
Per l'arene di Libia chi s' invia, 5 
I Mentre un caldo vapor (ne ſentl pria) 
Da qnel lato fi ſpinge ove mi duole, 
Che forſe amanti nelle lor parole 
Chiaman ſoſpir; io non fo che fi fiat 
Parte rinchiuſa, e turbida fi cela ba 
Scoſſo mi il petto, e poi n'uicendo poco 
Quivi d'attorno o s' agghiaccia, o s' ingiela; 
Ma quanto a gli occhi giunge a trovar loco 
Tutte le uotti a me ſuol tar piovoſe 
Finche mia Alba rivien colma di roſes 


cuore VI. 
| Ciovane piano, e ſemplicetto amante 

Pol che fuggir me ſteſſo in dubbio ſono; 

Macdonna a voi del mio cuor I'humil done 

Faro divotto; io certo a prove tante i 

L'hebbi ſedele, intrepido, . coſtante, 1 

De penſieri leggiadro, accorto, e buono; 
Quando rugge il gran mondo, e ſcocca il tuono, 


wpiglia, S'arma di ſe, e d' intero diamante, oF 
Tanto del forſe, e d' invidia ficuro, . A c7 
Di timori, e ſperanze al popol ufe 2x6: ꝙ́ 


Quanto d'ingegno, e d'alto valor yago, * 
Edi cetra ſonora, e delle muſes 
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_Sol troverte in tal parte men duro 
Ove Amor miſe I'inſanabil ago, 


VII. 
On his being arriv'd to the age of 23. 
How ſoon hath Time, the ſubtle thief of youth, 


Stoln on his wing my three and twentieth year 

My haſting days fly on with full career, 

But my late ſpring no bud or bloſſom ſhew'th, 
Perhaps my ſemblance might deceive the truth, 

That I to manhood am arriv'd ſo near, | 

And inward ripeneſs doth much leſs appear, 

That ſome more timely -happy ſpirits indu'th, 
Pet be it leſs or more, or ſoon or ſlow, 


It ſhall be ſtill in ſtricteſt meaſure even ti 


To that ſame lot, however mean or high, 
Toward which Time leads me, and the will 
Heaven ; 
All is, if I have grace to uſe it ſo, 
As ever in my great Taſk-Maſter's eye. 


When the aſſault was intended to the City. 


Captain or Colonel, or Knight in arms, 
Whoſe chance on theſe defenſeleſs doors mi 
ſeiſe, 
If deed of honor did thee ever pleaſe, 
Guard them, and him within protect from harm 
He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 
That call fame on ſuch gentle acts as theſe, 
And he can ſpread thy name o'er lands and ſea 
Whatever clime the ſun's bright circle warms; 
© Lift not thy ſpear againſt the:Muſes bow'r : 
The great Emathian conqueror bid ſpare 
"The houſe of Pindarus, when temple? and tou 
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Wo well you 


That all 
And to pc 


Went to the ground : And the repeated air i * 


Of fad Electra's poet had the pow'r 
To ſave the Athenian walls from ruin bare, 


þ IX. 
To a virtuous young Lady. 


1 Lady that in the prime of earlieſt youth 
h ' E Wiſely haſt ſhunn'd the broad way and the green, 
ear And with thoſe few art eminently ſeen 
That labor up the hill of heav'nly truth, 
The better part with Mary and with Ruth 
Choſen thou haſt ; and they that overween, - 3 
And at thy growing virtues fret their ſpleen, —_ 
502 No anger find in thee, but pity* and ruth. | . 
a (he Thy care is Gx'd, and zealouſly attends _ 
To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 1@ 
And hope that reaps not ſhame, Therefore, e 
fure [friendly 1 
hou, when the bridegroom, with his feaſtfub 
Paſſes to bliſs at the mid hour of night, : 0 
Haſt gain'd thy entrance, Virgin wiſe and pure, _ 


yh, 
ith, 


will 


X. 
To the Lady Margaret Ley, | 
ity. Daughter to that good Earl, once Preſident 
Of England's Council, and her Treaſury, 
cs liv'd in both, unſtain'd with gold or fee, 


And left them both, more in himſelf content, 

ill ſad the breaking of that Parlament * 
Broke him, as that diſhoneſt victory 

At Cheronea, fatal to liberty, 

Kill'd with report that old man eloquent, 
Though later born than to have known the days 
Wherein your father floriſh'd, vet by you, 10 
Madam, methinks I ſee him living yet-; 

Wo well your words his noble virtues praiſe, 
That all both judge you to relate them true, 


And to poſſeſs them, — d Margatet. 
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Xl. ” With 

on the Detraction which followed upon my writir 3 

mr certain Treatiſes. With pr: 

A book was writ of late call'd Tetrachordon, To after 


And woven cloſe, both matter, form and ſtile; That wi 
The ſubje& new: it walk'd the town a while, Thou honc 
Numb'ring good intellects; now ſeldom. por'd oft To hone 
Cries the ſtall reader, Bleſs us ! what a word on That tut 
A title page is this J and ſome in file [End Greeiſ Dante ſhall 
Stand ipelling falſe, while one might walk to Mill Than hi 
Why is it harder Sirs than Gordon, Met in 
Colkiito, or Macdonnel, or Galaip ? 
Thoſe rugged names to our like mouths grow fleek 
That would have made Qnintilian Rare and gaſj = 
Thy age, like ours, O 800 8 Sir John Cheek, 1 
Hated not learning worſe than toad or aſp, | Greek 
When thou taught'ſt Cambridge, and King Edwaf When faitt 


ſon, my C 


=> £70 Had ripe 
ſame. Meekly | 
Oa the ſame 57 0 


I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 


By tue known rules of ancient liberty, 9 Wer 
When ſttait a barbarous noiſe environs me 5 7 
Of owls and cuccoos, aſſes, apes, and dogs: — as N 
As when thuſe hinds that were transform d to frog Tab 3 


Rail'd at Latona's twin born progeny, 

Which after held the ſun and moon in fee. 

| But this is got by caſting pearl to hogs ; 
That hawl for freedom in their ſenſeleſs mood, 

And ſtill revolt when truth would ſet them free 


Thy hand 
And azui 
nd ſpake 
Before tt 


Licence they mean when they cry Liberty; And dru 
For who loves that muſt firſt be Wiie and good: 
Bui trom that mark how far they rove we ſee 

Far all his waſte of wealth, and loſs of bloed. ! 10 

XIII. 1 8 

To Mr. H. LAw Es on his Airs. i — 

Harry, whole tuneful and well meaſur'd fong And all 

Firn taught our Enelih muſic how to ſpan And rum 


Words with. juſt note and accent, not to Ican 


N f 
* 


s 0 N Ur. ual 


. With Midas ears, committing ſhort and long; 
wit Thy worth and ſkill exempts thee from the throng, 
With praiſe enough for envy to look wan; 
n, To after age thou ſhalt be writ the man, [rongue, 
ſtile; That with ſmooth air could'ſt humour beſt our 
while, I Thou honor'ſt verſe, and verſe muſt lend her wing 


2or'd o To honor thee the prieſt of Phebus quire, 10 
d on That tun'ſt their happieſt lines in hymn, or ſtory, 
d GreenSDante ſhall give fame leave to ſet thee higher | * 


to Mill Than his Caſella, whom he woo'd to fing 
Met in the milder ſhades of purgatory, 


ow ſleel XIV. 


nd pal On the religious memory of Mrs. Catharine Thom 


47 Gicell ſon, my Chriſtian Friend, deceas'd 16 Dec. 1646. 


> EdwayWhen faith and love, which parted from thee never, 
Had ripen'd thy juſt ſoul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didft refign this earthly load 

| hy works and alms and all thy good endevor 

Stay'd not behind, nor in the grave were trod; 


mY But as faith pointed with her golden rod, 

3 Follow'd thee up to joy and blits for ever. 
Love led them on, and faith who knew them beſt 

Aa Thy hand- maids, clad them o'er with purple beams 

mo And azure wings, that up they flew ſo dreſt, 18 


: Ry nd ſpake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
/ Before the Judge, who thencetorth bid thee reſt 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal ſtreams. 


ty; a 

good: 

we ſee XV, | 

t blow To the Lord General F AIRFAX. 
airfax, whoſe name in arms through Europe rings, 

* Filling each mouth with eavy or with praile, 

Ng And all her jeilous monarchs with amaze 

pan And rumors loud, that daunt remoteſt kings, 

can RN 3 


Of death, call'd life; which us from life doth ſever, 


4 
on 6 
5 . 
1 = [1 
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SONNE I S. 


ö 8 


Thy firm unſhaken virtue ever brings 
1 3 Victory home, though new rebellions raiſe Both ſpir 
_ Their Hydra heads, and the falſe North diſplays ſ What ſe 
4 Her broken league to imp their ſerpeat wings, h 
P yt a nobler taſk awaits thy hand he bound: 
_ (For what can war but endleſs war ſtill breed?) Therefor, 
Pill truth and right from violence be freed, In peace, 
. And public faith clear'd from the ſhameful brand 
11 Of public fraud. In vain doth valor bleed, 
19 $4 3 While avarice and rapin ſhare the land. On 
b 1 3 To the Lord General CROMMWE LI. Lie 1 
„ Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud Ev'n ther 
Not of war only, but detractions rude, When all 
1 Guided by faith and matchleſs fortitude, orget not: 
To peace and truth thy glorious way haſt plough'd Who wer 
And on the neck of crewned fortune proud Alain by t 
Haft rear'd God's trophies, and his work purſued Mother w 
While Darwen ſtream with blood of Scots imbruedÞjÞ* vales rec 
And Dunbar field reſounds thy praiſes loud, To Heave: 
And Worcefter's laureat wreath, Vet much remainſ'er all th' 
To conquer ſtill; peace bath her victories idſhe triple T 
No leis renown'd than war: new foes arife A hundre; 
17 hrea{ning to bind our ſouls with ſecular chains; Early may 
Help us to ſave fiee conſcience from the paw 
Of hierling wolves, whoſe goſpel is their maw. 
XVII. by | 
To Sir HENRY Vaxe the younger. _ confi 
Yane, young in years, but in ſage counſel old, pres SO 
Than whom a better ſenator ne'er held ; Lodg'd wr 
The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repell OY 5 Nen 
The fierce Epirot and the African bold, My t 58 
Whether to ſettle peace, or to unfold $ 8 5 
The drift of hollow ſtates hard to be ſpell'd, I fond! a | 
Then to adviſe how war may beſt upheld bat mu 5 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold, I Either bene 


In all her equipage ; beſides to know 


Bear bis a 


' JO NWWE.T . _ 
Both ſpiritual pow'r and civil, whateach means, 
What ſevers each, thou haſt "las! d, an” few 

have "aug | 
he bounds of either ſword to thee we owe : 


ed?) Therefore on thy firm hand religion leans 
i In peace, and reckons thee her eldeſt ſon. 
ae „VIII. 
i On the late maſſacre in Piermont. 
x : 
renge, O Lord, thy ſlaughter'd ſaints, whoſe bones : 
2 Lie ſcatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold; Vo 
cloud {ETD them who kept thy truth ſo pure of old, = 
When all our fathers worſhipt ſtocks and tones, RV 
orget not: in thy book record their groans 
ough'd, Who were thy ſheep, and in their ancient fold 
; Slain by the bloody Piemonteſe that roll'd 
purſued Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
imbrueillhe vales redoubled to the hills, and they | 
d, To Heaven. Their martyr'd blood and aſhes ſow 


'er all th' Italian fields, where ſtill doth ſway 
he triple Tyrant; that from theſe may grow 
A hundred fold, who having learn'd thy way 
hains; Early may fly the Babylonian woe. | 


aw XIX, 
On his blindneſs, | 


hen J confider how my light is ſpent 
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 
old, And that one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me uſeleſs, though my ſoul more bent 
Wo ſerve therewith my Maker, and preſent 
My true account, left he returning chide; 
; N Doth God exact day⸗ labor, light deny'd, 
I'd, | fondly aſk : But patience to prevent 
hat murmur, ſoon replies, God doth not need 
gold, I Either man's work or his own gifts; who beſt 10 
Bear bis mild * they ſerve him be : his late | 
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| 4 j Is kingly; thouſands at his bidding ſpeed, _ ml 
. + ou And poſt o'er land and ocean without reſt 5 ab 
25 N | 4 They alſo ſerve who only ſtand and wait, 
_ Wh 5 4 To Mr. LawazNncer, 1 0 
| ; | Lawrence, of virtuous father, virtuous ſon, 33 
way Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mite, I Rereft of 
Where ſhall we ſometimes meet, and by the fil Nor to th 
_ Help waſte a ſullen day, what may be won df fun, or 
1 1 From the hard ſeaſon gaining? time will run gf or * 
+5 On ſmoother, till Favonius re-inſpire Againſt E 
11 The frozen earth, and clothe in freſh attire Of heart 


| | bY \ The lilly* and roſe, that neither ſow d nor ſpuni icht onw: 


What neat repaſt ſhall feaſt us, light and choice The cor 
' lb Of Attic taſte, with wine, whence we may riſe 
1 To hear the lute well tosch'd, or artful voice In 1 bert) 
16 Warble immortal notes and Tuſcan air ? n 


He who of thoſe delights can judge, and ſpare This thoi 
To interpoſe them oft, is not unwiſe, X 


XXI. 


To Cyriac SKIN N ER. 


V 
Content 


; Cyriac, whoſe grandfire on the royal bench 
Of Britiſh Themis, with no mean applauſe _ 
Prenonnc'd and in his volumes taught our laws, Methought 


Which others at their bar ſo often wrench ; Brought 
To day deep thoughts re ſol ve with me to drench Whom 
In mirth, that after no repenting draw; Reſcu'd 
Let Euclid reſt and Archimides pauſe, Mine, as w 
And hat the Swede intends, and what the French Purifica 
To meaſure life learn thou betimes, and know - And ſuc 
| Towards ſolid good what leads the neareſt way; 10 Full figt 
For other things mild Heav'n a time ordains, Came veſt: 


An diſapproves that care, though wiſe in ſhow, 


so Nu IS. 1% 


That with ſuperfluous burden loads the day, 
And when God ſends a chearful hour, refrains. 


8 
To the ſame. 


yriac, this three years day theſe eyes, though clear, 

„ Tooutward view, of blemiſh or of ſpot, 

e mire, Bereft of light their ſeeing have forgot, 

the fin Nor to their idle orbs doth fight appear 
n df fun, or moon, of ſtar throughout the year, 5 
n or man, or woman. Vet I argue not | 
Againſt Heav'n's hand or will, nor bate a jot = 


EC I Of heart or hope; but ſtill hear up and ſteer 

r ſpuni Might onward. What ſupports me, doſt thou aſk ? 
ice The conſcience, Friend, to have loſt them over- 
y riſe ply's 5 | 
olce In I berty's defenſe, my noble taſk, it 


f which all Europe talks from fide to fide. | 
ſpare This thought might lead me through the world's 
| vain maſk, 
Content though blind, had J no better guide, 


3% 
1 Vw wi” 
K 
* 1 
XXIII. * as 
_—_ 
008 


On his deceaſed WIr x. : i 1 
ir laws, Methought I ſaw my late eſpouſed ſaint 
bh; |} Broughtto me like Alceſtis from the grave, 


ench I Whom Jove's great ſon to her glad huſband gave, 
Reſcu'd from death by force, though pale and faint, 
Mine, as whom waſh'd from ſpot of child - bed taint j 
Purification in the old Law did fave. | 


; 


> French 


ow - And ſuch, as yet once more I truſt to have 
way; 14 Full fight of her in Heav'n without reftraint, 
ains, [Came veſted all in white, pure as her mind: 


ſhow, , 14 F 2 
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Her face was veil'”, yet to my fancied fight 
Love, ſweetneſs, gc odneſs, in her perſon ſhin'd 
clear, as in no face with more delight, 
But oh as to embrace me the inclin'd, 


I wak'd, ſhe fled, and day brought back my night, 


P23 A L MS. 


Psain I, Done into verſe, 1653. 


ER... is the man who hath not walk'd aſtray 


In *counſet of the wicked, and i'th way 

Of finners hath not ſtood, and in the ſeat 

Of ſcorners hath not ſat, But in the great 
Jehovah's law is ever his delight, p 3 
And in his law he ſtudies day and night. 

He ſhall be as a tree which planted grows 

By. watry ſtreams, and in his ſeaſon knows 

To yield his fruit, and his leaf ſhall not fall, 

And what he takes in hand ſhall proſper ali. 1 
Not ſo the wicked, but as chaff which fann'd 


; ( % The wind drives, A the wicked ſhall not ſtand 


In judgment, or abide their trial then, 


| 449 Nor finners in th' aſſembly of juſt men. 


For the Lord knows th' upright way of the juſt, 15 
And the way of bad men to ruin muſt. 


Ps ATL. II. done Aug. 8, 1653, Terzette. 


\ \ HY do 105 Dendiles tumult, and thi nations 
Mule a vain thing, the kings of th? earth upſtand 
With pow*'r; and princes in their congregations 
Lay deep tbeir-plots together through each land 
Againſt the Lord and his Meſſiah dear? 5 
Let us break off, ſay they, by ſtrength of hand 
Their bonds, and caſt from us, no more to wear, 


Their twiſted cords: He who in Heav 'n doth dwel! 


Shall 1 


Speak to 
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Anoint 
On Sion 
I will | 
Thou: 
This day 
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With i 
Like t 
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With tre1 

In ang 

If once 


Happy al 
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v 83 A L M S. | 201 


Shall laugh, the Lord ſhall ſcoff them, then ſevere . 
Speak. to them in his wrath, and in his fell 19 


And fierce ire trouble them; ; but IJ, ſaith he, 

Anointed have my King (though ye rebel) 
On Sion my holy? hill. A firm decree 

I will declare; the Lord to me hath ſaid 

Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee Ws 7 
This day; aſk'of me, and the grant is made; 

As thy 'poſſeſſion I on thee beſtow 

Th' Heathen, and as thy conqueſt to be 


Earth's utmoſt bounds; them ſha lt thou bring full low | 
With iron ſcepter bruis? d; and them diſperſe 20 


Like to a potter's veſſel ſhiver'd ſo, 


And now be wiſe at length ye Kings averſe, 


Be taught ye Judges of the earth; with fear 8 
Jehovah ſerve, and let your joy convere 


With trembling; kiſs the Son leſt he appear 23 


In anger and ye periſh in the way, 
If once his wrath take fire like fuel ſere. 
Happy all thoſe who have in-him their fray, 


PSAL» II. Aug. 9. 1653. 


When he fled from 
A, ä | 


En D how many are my foes! 
' How many thoſe 
That in arms againſt me ri 'e? 
Many are they 
That of my life diſtruſtful thus ſay, 
No help for him in God there lies. 
But thou Lord art my ſhield, my glory; 
Thee through my ſtory | 
Th" exalter of my head I count; 
Aloud I cry 
'*Unto Jchovah, he full ſoon reply'd 
And heard me from his holy mounts 
I lay and flept, 1 wak' - again, 
| $ 
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—_ The populous rout 


* For my ſuſtain 
: Was the Lord, 


2 02 


Of many millions 15 


x T fear not, though incamping round about 
Ley pitch 2gainſt me their pavilions, 
Nuit, Lord, ſave me my God, for thou 
Haſt ſmote ere now 20 
On the cheek-bone all my foes, 
Of men abhorr'd 
Haſt 1 the teeth. This help was from the 
ord ; 
: Thy bleſſing on thy people flows. 


Psar. IV. Ang 10, 1653. 


he me when I call, 
. God of my righteouſaeſs, 
In ftraits and in diſtreſs, 
Thou didft me diſinthrall 
And ſet at large; now (pare 
Now pity me, and hear my earneſt pray'r, 
-- Great ones how Tong will ye 
My glory bave'in ſcorn, 
How long be thus forborn | 
Still to love vanity 20 
Te love, to ſeek, to prize | 
Tongs, falſe and vain, and nothing elſe but 
ies ? 
Vet know the Lord hath choſe, 
Choſe to himſelf apart, 
The good and meek of heart 
{For whom to chooſe he knows) 
Jehovah+from on high 
Will hear my voice-what time to him I cry. 
Pe aw'd and do not ſin, 
Speak to your hearts alone, 9 40 
Upon your beds, each one, 
And be at peace wichin. 


Offer the 
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Many the 
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But, Lore 
On us lif 
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And glad 
Than wh 
Their tc 
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For thoa alone doſt keep 


P $ A L M 8. 
Offer the offerings juſt 
Of righteouſneſs, and in Jehovah truſt, 
Many there be that ſay 
Who yet will ſhew us good ? 
Talking I ke this world's brood 
But, Lord, thus let me pray 
On us lift up the light 
Lift up the favor of thy countenatice bright. 30 
Into my heart more joy, 
And gladneſs thou haſt put, - 
Than when a year of glut. "0 
Their ſtores doth over-cloy, | 
And from their plenteous grounds 38 
With vaſt increaſe their corn and wine abounds. 
In peace at once will J 
Both lay me down and ſleep 


4 . 


Me ſafe where'er I lie; 40 , 3 
As in a rocky cell Wo 
Thou Lord alone in ſafety mak'ft me dwell, _ 


- 


Fs AT. V. Aug, 12. 1653, 


1 
J Ehovah to my words give ear, I ö 
My meditation weigh | 1 


The voice of my complaining hear Y 9 
My King and God; for unto thee I pray, 8 
Jehovah thou my early voice | 33 . 

Shalt in the morning hear, 3 11 


I th* morning l to thee with cot” 

Will rank my pray'rs, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickedneſs delight, ES 1. 
Evil with thee no biding makes} —_— 
Fools or madmen ftand not — thy fight, | | 
All workers of iniquity -- | i 
Thou hat'ft ; 78 unbleſt = 


Thou wilt n that ſpeak a 3 13 
The bioody* and guileful man God doth deteſt, 
But I will in thy mercies dear 
Thy numerous mercics go 
Tato thy houſe; I in thy fear 
Williow'rds thy holy temple worſhip low. 
Lord lead me in thy righteouſneſs, 
Lead me becauſe of thoſe 
That do oblerve if I tranſgreſs, 
Set thy ways right before, where my ſtep goes. 
Fo! in his fältring mouth uaſtable 
No word is firm or ſooth ; 
Their infids, troubles miſerable + ; 
An open grave their throat, their tongue * 
fesch. g 
Od, find them guilty, let them fall 
By their own covhiſels quell'd; 
"Pulh them in their rebellions all 
Still! on; for again thee they have rebell'd. 
Then "all who truft in thee ſhall bring 
helf joy, Aule thou from blame 
Pefend'ſt mem, they ſhall ever fing 35 
And ſha all triumph in thee, who love thy name, 
For nou Jel 714 oat w t be found * 
To bets the juſt man ſtill, 
be tbou wilt read ö 
_ wi thy laſting favor and good will. 
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ob ig thine anger do not 8 . 
50 ir RY Ro, diſpleaſure me correct; 
bit me, Lend, for Fam much deject, 
m y Wenk and laintz healandhamend me: 
Frein bones, chat ev'n with anguiſh ake, 
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. Ae Atopokeu, yer my foul is troubled fore, 
An A e, 0 Lords How Fong ?curn Lord, reſtore 
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7. VI. Aug. 13, 2653. ; 
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My ſoul, C 
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My ſoul, O ſave me for thy goodneſs ſake 
For in death no remembrance is of thee; 
Who in the grave can celebrate thy praiſe? 16 
Wearied I am with fighing out my days, 5 , 
Nightly my couch I make a kind of ſea; a4 
My bed I water with my tears; mine eye | 9 
Through grief conſumes, is waxen old and dar 
I'th* midft of all my enemies that mark 1 
Depart all ye that work iniquity, . 
Depart from me, for the veice of my weeping 
The Lord hath heard, the Lord hath heard my 
pray'r, 3 
My ſupplication with acceptance fair, 
The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping, 
Mine enemies ſhall all be blank and daſh'd 
With much confufion ; then grown red with ſhame, 
They ſhall return in hafte the way they came, 
And in a moment ſhall be quite abaſh'd, | 


TY 


PSA L. VII, Aug. 14. 1653. 
Upon the words of Chuſh the Benjamite againſt him, 1 ul 


4 © = * 
— —p 


| ow my God to thee I fly 
Save me and ſecure me under 
Thy protection while I cry, 
Leſt as a lion (and no wonder) 

e haſte to tear my ſoul aſunder, | 4 
Tearing and ne reſcue nigh. \ 


Lord my God if I have thought 

Or done this, if wickedneſs * 

Be in my hands, if I have wrought | 
Ill to him that meant me peace, 's 
Or to him have rendered leſs, | | 
And not free'd my foe for nought x; 


t th* enemy purſue my ſoul 
ind overtake it, let him tread 


Fd 


„ L u . 
My life dewn to the earth, and roll 

- In the duſt my glory dead. 

Ia the duft and there out ſpread 
Lodge it with diſhonor foul, 


Riſe Jehovah in thine ire 

Rouſe thyſelf amidſt the rage 

Of my foes that urge like fire; 

And wake for me, their fury aſſwage; 
Judgment here thou didſt engage 

And command which I defire, _ 


So th? aſſemblies of each nation 

Will ſurround thee, ſeeking right, 
Thence to thy glorious habitation 
Return on high and in their ſight, 
Jehgvah judgeth moſt upright _ 

All people from the world's foundation, 


Judge me Lord, be judge in this 
According to my righteouſneſs, 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me: cauſe at length to ceaſe 
Of evil men the wickedneſs 
And their p:w'r that do amils, 


But the juſt eſtabliſh faſt, 

Since thou art the juſt God that tries 
Hearts and reins, On God is caft 
{My defenſe, and in him lies, 

n him who both juft and wiſe 
Saves th' upright of heart at laſt. 


Cod is a juſt judge and ſevere, 

And God is every day offended 

If the unjuſt will not forbear, 

His ſword he whets, his bow hath bended 
Already, and for kim intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near, 
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(His arrows purpoſely made he 
I For them that perſecute,) Behold 
He travels big with vanity. 
Trouble he hath conceiv'd of old 
As in a womb, and from that mold 
55 Hath at length brought forth a lie, 
He digg'd ; a pit, and delv'd it deep, 
And fell into the pit he made; 
His miſchief that due courſe doth keep, 
Turns on his head, and his ill trade 
Of violence will undelay* d 
Fall on his crown with ruin ſeep, 


Then will 1 Jehovah's praiſe 

According to his juſtice raiſe, 

And fing the Name and Deity 
39 Of Jehovah the moſt high, 


4 


PSAL. VIII. Aug. 14. 2653. 


O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous 1 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth! 
$0 as above the Heav'ns thy praiſe to ſet : 
Out of the tender mouths of lateſt birth. 


Haſt founded ftrength becauſe of all thy foes, 
To ſtint th' enemy, and flack th avenger s brow, 
That bends his rage thy providence to oppoſe. 


When I behold thy Heav'ns, thy Gngers art, 
The moon and ſtars which thou ſe bright haſt ſet 
In the pure firmament, then ſaith my heart 11 
- O what is man that thou teme mbreſt yet, 


And think'ft upen him; 3 or of man begot, 


Out of the mouths of babes and ſucklings "In s 


That him _ viſit'ſt, and of — art found 2 


mob - S ALMS. 3 
Scarce to be leſs than Gods, thou mad?*f his lot, 15 3 Turn u 
Wich honor and with ſtate thou haſt him crow nd. To us 


1 A 3 O'er the works of thy hand thou mad*ft him Lord, Cauſe thou 


Thou haſt put all under his lordly feet. And the 
All flocks, and herds, by thy commanding word, “ Lord Ge 
All beaſts that 1n the field or foreſt meet, 20 wy 8 
Fowl of the Heav'ns, and fiſh that through the Againſt 
wet z Thou fe 

- Sea paths in ſhoals do flide, and know no dearth. Their b. 
O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great And mak”: 


And glorious is thy name Mu all the earth | 


Where 
6 A ſtrife 
To every 
\mong the 
And * fi 
Nine of the Pſalms done into metre, wherein al, Return v 
but what is diſtinguiſh'd by inverted comma's, O God o 
are the very words of the text, tranſlated from auſe thou 
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April, 1648. J. M. 
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I And the 

3 A vine fi 

© Thy fre 

Paar. LXXX, Had drov'ſt 

1 2 To plant 

HOU Shepherd that doſt Iſrael aca ) Thou did 

_. Give ear in time of need, And root 

Who leadeft like a flock of ſheep | hat it © be 

© Thy loved” - Joſeph's ſeed, WF And' fill'. 

That ſitſt between the Cherubs * bright,” fo With he 

tween their wings out-ſpread” The hills 

Shine forth, and from thy cloud give light, er boughs 

And on our foes thy dread.” Advanc 

2 In Ephraim's view and N 's, Fer brar 

And in Manaſſe's fight, 10 Down to 1 

_ Awake* thy ſtrength, come.“ and be ſeen? nd * upwar 
WE -* Do fare ws © by thy might e ether 
my. IIe 


* Gnorera. 


\ 
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; P A L M $% © 209 
ot, 15 3; Torn us again, thy grace divine? | 
wnd.Y © To us' O God vouchſafe; fg) 
Lord. © Cauſe thou thy face on us to ſhine, 14 
Ferch And then we ſhall be ſafe, ; 
4 Lord God of Hoſts, how long wilt has; 1 
How long wilt thou declare 
Thy + ſmoking wrath, *and angry brow* ww 
ch the ſl Againſt thy people's pray'r ! 26 
5 Thou feed'ſt them with the bread of tears, . 
earth Their bread with tears they eat, 
And mak' ſt them J largely drink the tears 
arth | = Wherewith their cheeks are wet. 
Is A firife thou mak'ſt us © and a prey? 
To every neighbour foe, 
\mong themſelves they * laugh, they “ play, 
And * flouts at us they throw. 
ein att, Return us, and thy grace divine? i 
O God of Hoſts © vouchſafe,” 20 
mma's, f EN 
3 from auſe thou thy face on us to ſhine 
And then we ſhall be ſafe, f 
A vine from Egypt thou haſt brought, 
© Thy free love made it thine,” | 
Ind drov'ſt out nations, © proud and haut,” 37 
To plant this © lovely“ vine, * 
cep* Thou did'ſt prepare for it a place, 
I And root it deep and faſt, 
hat it © began to grow apace, 
And” fill'ò the land * at lafſt,* | 
Mo With her green” ſhade that cover'd* all,“ 
The hills were * overſpread, : . 
er boughs as © high as* cedars tall 
©Advanc'd their lofty head.” 1 
II Her branches on the weſtern fide 45 
- 10 Down to the ſea the ſent, 7 
nd * upward? to that river * wide? 
Her other branches. © went.“ 


+ Gnaſhanta, f Shalim. e Jilgnagu; 


vord, 
20 
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5 an 
22 Why haſt thou laid her hedges low, - 


PP: 3$ZA-L MS; 


And broken down her fence, 


That all may pluck her, as they go, 


© With rudeſt violence? | 
23 The tuſked? boar out of the wood 
Up turns it by the roots, | 
Wild beaſts there brouze, and make their food 
Her grapes and tender ſhoots,” 
24 Return now, God of Hoſts, look down 
From Heav'n thy ſeat divine, 
Behold us, but without a frown, 
And viſit this © thy? vine. 
15 Viſit this vine, which thy right hand 
Hath ſet, and planted * long, | 
And the young branch, that for thyſelf 
Thou haſt made firm and ſtrong, 
16 But now it is conſum'd with fire, 
And cut with axes down, 
They periſh at thy dreadful ire, 
At thy rebuke and frown, 
17 Upon the man of thy right hand + 
Let thy © good* hand be laid,“ 
Upon the ſon of man, whom thou 
Strong for thyſelf haſt made, | 
18 So ſhall we not go back from thee 
To ways of ſin and ſhame, 
icken us thou, then * gladly* we 
Shall cal] upon thy Name, | 
19 Return us, and thy grace divine" 
Lord God of Hoſts © vouchſafe.“ 
Cauſe thou thy face on us to ſhine, 
And then we ſhall be ſafe. 
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Peak. LXXXI. 


Sing loud to Ged * our King,“ 
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P SAL M S. at 
To Jacob's God, that all may hear,” 
80 Loud acclamations ring. 
2 Prepare a hymn, prepaie a ſong, = 
The timbrel hither bring, a 
The © chearful* pfaltry bring aleng, | 
And harp © with” pleaſant © firing,? 
Wot. + * Blow, as is wont,” in the new moon 
With trumpets * lofty ſound,” . 10 
Th' appointed time, the day whereon 6 
Our ſolemn feaft comes round. 
4 This was a ſtatute giv*n of old” + 
60 For Iſrael to obſerve, 
A law of Jacob's God, to hola,” 16 
From whenee they might not ſwerve,* 
s This he a teſtimony ordain'd 
In Joſeph, * not to change,” . 
„ I When as he paſs'd through Egypt land, | 
The tongue 1 heard was ſtrange. * 
6 From burden, and from ſlaviſh toil* | 
1 ſer his ſhoulder free: 
His hands from pots, and miry foil,” 
70 | Deliver'd were © by me.” . 1 
7 When trouble did thee ſore aſſail, 25 
© On me then' didſt thou call, (2 
And I to free thee * did not fail,“ 
© And led thee out of thra!l,” 
75 BI anſwer'd thee in * thunder deep 
With clouds incompaſs'd round; 
Itry'd thee at the water * ſteep” 
Of Meriba- renown'd.“ 4 
$ Hear, O my People, hearken well,“ 
20 I teſtify to thee, - | 
© Thou ancient ſtock of Iſrael, 35 
If thou wilt liſt to me, . -— 
9 Throughout the land of thy abode, - + = 
clear, No alien God ſhall be, | _ 


x 
® Be Sether ragnam, F _ 


—_ 2:2 PSALM 8. | 
. + Among 
| Nor ſhalt thou to a foreign God ' | | He 1 udeg 
In honor bend thy knee. $ 2, How lot 

40 I am the Lord thy God which brought 4: With 5 
Thee out of Egypt land 5 Favoring t 
Aſk large enough, and I, © deſought, c Who 
Will grant t full demand. | 1 * Regar 
11 And yet my people would not hear, 48 * Diſpa 
Nor' hearken to my voice : And + rai 
And Iſrael, © whom I lov'd ſo dear,” By + ju 
%3Y Miſlik'd me for his choice. 4 Defend 
14 Then did I leave them to their will, | And ref 
b And to their wand'ring mind; 0 WOf wicked 
Their own conceits they followed ſtill, Of him 
Their own devices blind. 5 5 They kr 
13 O that my people would © be wiſe,” . In darkr 

© To? ſerve me all their days,, The earth” 
And O that Iſrael. would © adviſe? b 38 8 ang t 
To' walk my © righteous? ways. | 6 L ſaid th; 
14 Thea would I ſoon bring down their foes The fon 
© That now ſo proudly riſe,” 7 But ye 1 


And turn my hand againſt all thoſe ; "a ati 
That are' their enemies. 60 3 Riſe Go 
484 15 Who hate the Lord ſhou}d © then be * | This ©'y 
_ - To' bow to him and bend, N 3 
But *they* his people, ſhould remain, p 
| Their time ſhould havſo end. : 

16 And he would feed them from the ſhock 6g 

| With flow'r of fineſt wheat, 

And ſatisfy them from the rock 


> With honey for their meat.“ | B. , 

| | | arr 

nt I Prat, LXXXIT: T. wWe er 
FI a 8 in the-* great * aſſembly Range | 

1 * Of kings and lordly ſtates, | | 1 


9 Bagnadath-el, a 
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But ye ſhall die like men, and fall 


\ * þ s 
| P'S A L M. S. 
+ Among the Gods, f on both his hands 
He judges and debates © 
2, How long will ye I pervert the right 
With J judgment falſe and wrong, 
Fayoring the wicked by your might,” 
© Who thence grow bold and ſtrong ? 
q * Regard the * weak and fatherieſs, 
* Diſpatch the “ poor man's cauſe, 
And Þ+ raiſe the man in deep diſtreſs 
By Þ+ jaſt and equal laws, 4 
4 Defend the poor and deſolate, 
And reſcue from the hands 
Of wicked mes the low eſtate 
Of him that help demands.” 
5 They know not nor will underſtand, 
In darkneſs they walk on, 
The earth's foundations all are f moy'd, 
And I out gg order gone. 
6 I ſaid that ye were Gods, yea all 
The ſons of God moſt high 3 


As other princes die.“ 

| Riſe God, || judge thou the earth © in micht ag 
This © wicked? earth || redreſs, 

or thou art he who ſhalt by right 

The nations all poſſeſs. 


Pear, LXXXIII, 
1 
E not thou glent now at _—_ 
O God hold not thy peace, 


it thou not ſtꝭ l, O God of © frength,' 
We cry, and do not ceaſe," 
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And & ftorm outrageouſly, 


; Tar ls thy furious foes © now? & ſwell, 
d they that hate thee * proud and fell“ 


Exalt their heads full high. | 
3 thy people they 1 contrĩire 
Their plots and counſels deep, 
hem to inſnare they chiefly ſtfive, 
't Whom thou doft hide and keep. 
4 Come let us cut them off, ſay they, 
Till they no nation be, 
That Iſrael's name for ever may 
Be loſt in memory. 


For they conſult & with all their might, 


And all as one in mind 

Themſelves againſt thee they unite, 
And in firm union bind, 

6 The tents of Edom, aud the broed 
Of © ſcornful* Iſhmael, 

Moab, with them of Hagar” s blood, 
6 That i in the deſert dwell,” 

7 Gebal and Ammon © there conſpire, 
And hateful' Amalec, 

The Philiſtims, and they of Tyre, 
© Whoſe bounds the Sea doth check.“ 

3 With them * great? Aſhur alſo bands, 
© And doth confirm the knot :” 


_ © All theſe have lent their armed hands? 


To aid the ſons of Lot. 
Do to them as to Midian bold.“ 
© That waſted all the coaſt. 
To Siſes, and as is told? 
© Thou didſt' to Jabin's * hoſt, 
When' at the brook of Kiſhon * oll 
They were repuls'd and ſlain, 


| 10 At Endor quite cut off, and rell'd 


As dung upon the plain, 


ehemaj un. narimi. 
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= RL As Zeb and Oreb evil ſped, . 
So let their grinces ſpeed, 
As Zeba, and Zalmunna * bled,” - 
So let their princes © bleed.” 
12 © For they amidſt their pride“ have Gaid, 
10 By right now ſhall we ſeiſe 
Gad's houſes, and © will now invade? 
Their ſtately palaces. 
13 My God, oh make them as a wheel, 
© No quiet let them find,” 
1; Giddy and reſtleſs? let them reel? 
Like ſtubble from the wind. 
14 As © when' an aged' wood takes fire 
© Which on a ſudden Rtrays.” | 
The greedy' flame runs higher and higher 55 
20 Till all the mountains blaze, 
15 So with thy whirlwind them purſue, 
And with thy tempeſt chaſe; 
76 || And till they || yield thee honor due; 
Lord fill with ſhame their face. 60 
2:08 17 Aſham'd, and troubled let them be, 
Troubled, and ſnam'd for ever, 
Ever confounded. and fo die 
With ſhame, and ſcape it never.“ 
18 Then ſhall they know that thou whoſe name 6g 
Jehovah is alone, 
Art the moſt high, and thou the ſame? 
O'er all the earth art one. | 
PSA L. LXxXIV. 
OW lovely are thy dwellings fait! 
O Lord of Hoſts, how dear 
he © pleaſant? tabernacles are, 
Where thou doſt dwell ſo near! | 
2 My ſoul doth long and almoſt die 7 
Thy courts O Lord to ſee, 8 9 54 
My heart and fleſh aloud do cry, 
O living God, for thee, 


* Neoth Elohim bears both, | They ſeek thy 
aye, Heb, 


30 


3 There ev'n the ſparrow © freed from wrong 


Flath found a houſe of © reſt,” 
The ſwallow there, to lay her young 
Flath built her © brooding? neſt, 
Zv'n by thy altars, Lord of Hoſts, 
© They find their ſafe abode,” 
And home they fly from round the coaſts? 
© Toward thee, my King, my God. 
4 Mappy, who in thy houſe refide, 
Where thee they ever praiſe, 
5 Happy, whoſe ftrength in thee doth bide, 
And in their hearts thy ways. | 
6 They paſs through Baca's © thirſty” vale, 
© That dry and barren ground, * 
As through 2 fruitful watry dale 
Where ſprings and ſhow'rs abound. 
7 They journey on from firength to ſtrength 
© With joy and gladſome chear, 
„ Till' all before © our God © at length* 
In Sion do appear. 1 
3 Lord God of Hoſts hear © now? my prayer, 
O Jacob's God give ear, 
9 Thou God our ſhield look on the face 
Of thy anointed © dear.” | 
zo For one day in thy courts © to be? 
Is better, and more bleſt,” 
"Than in the joys of vanity? 
A thouſand days at beſt,* 
I in the temple of my God 
Had rather keep a door, 
Than dwell in tents, © and rich abode, 
With fin © forevermore,” 
11 For God the Lord both ſun and ſhield 
- Gives grace and glory bright,” 
No good from them ſhall be withheld 
Whoſe ways are juſt and right, 


zz Lord God' of Hoſts © that reign'ſt on bigb, 4; 


That man is truly bleſt, 
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Who 4 only? on thee doth rely, 
wh And in thee * reſt. ä 


Ps AL. LXXXV. 


IT H v bond to faver graciouſly 
Thou haſt not Lord been ſlack, 
Thou haſt from * hard' captivity 
Returned Jacob back, 
2 Th' iniquity thou didſt forgive 
20 That wrought? chy people woe, 
And all their fin, * that did thee grieve,“ 
Haſt hid © where none ſhall know.“ 
3 Thine anger all thou hadſt remov'd, 
And © calmly” didft return 
25 rom thy * fierce wrath which we had proy'd 
Far worſe than fire to burn, 
4 God of our ſaving health and peace, 
Turn us, and us reſtore, 
hine indignation cauſe to ceaſe 
208 Toward us, © and chide no more.“ 
z Wilt thou be angry without end, 
For ever angry thus, 
Nilt thou thy frowning ire extend 
From age to age on us? 


3 Wilt thou not + turn, and © hear our voice, 


And us again Þ revive, 

hat ſo thy people may rejoice \ 
By thee preſerv'd alive, . 
Cauſe us to ſee thy goodneſs, Lord, 

To us thy mercy ſhew, 

hy ſaving health to us afford, 

© And life in us renew.” 

© And naw? what God the Lord will l. 

I will © go ſtrait and' hear, 


x 


# Heb. The burning heat of thy wrath,” 
T Heb, «© turn 4 quicken us. 
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3 For to his people he ſpeaks peace, | 


And to his ſaints full dear, 


Jo his dear ſaints he will ſpeak peace, 


But let them never mere | 

Return to folly, but ſurceaſe* 
© To treſpaſs as before. 

9 Surely to ſuch as do him fear 
Salvation is at hand, 

And glory ſhall * ere long appear” 
« To' dwell within our land. 


38 
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11 Mercy and Truth * that long were maſs'd*- 


Now © joyfully* are met, 
© Sweet” Peace and Righteouſneſs have kifs'd, 
© And hand in hand are ſet,” 
11 Truth from the earth, like to a flow'r,” 
Shall bud and bloſſom then,” | 
And Juſtice from her heav'nly bow'r 
Look down on mortal men.“ 
12. The Lord will alſo then beſtow 
Whatever thing is good, 6 
Our land ſhall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits © to be our food.“ 7 
13 Before him Righteouſneſs ſhall go 
© His royal harbinger, 


46 


Then * will he come, and not be ſlow, 55 


His footſteps cannot err. 
Ps AL. LAXXVI. 


1 | HY * gracious” ear, O Lord, incline, 
O hear me I thee pray, | 
For I am poor, and almoſt pine 
With need, and ſad decay. 


"ha Heb, « He will ſet his ſteps to the way, 
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2 Preſerve my ſoul, for * I have trod 
Thy ways, and love the juſt, 
Save thou thy ſervant, O my God, 
Who ſtill' in thee doth truſt, 
z Pity me, Lord, for daily thee 
I cill; 4. O make rejoice 
hy ſexvant's ſoul ;. for Lord to thee 
I lift my ſoul © and voice,” 


z For thou art good, thou Lord art prong | 


40% To pardon, thou to all 
ut full of mercy, thou alone 
To them that on thee call, 
þ Unto my ſupplication, Lord, 
Give car, and to the cry 
46 Þf my © inceſſant” pray'rs afford 
Thy hearing graciouſly. 
7 I in the day of my diftreſs 
Will call on thee “ for aid ;? 
or thou wilt © grant” me free acceſy,? 
And' anſwer © what I pray'd.' 
| Like thee among the Gods is none, 
O Lord, nor any works 
Of all that other Gods have done? 
Like to thy © glorious' works. 
3 The nations all whom thou haft made 
Shall come, and all ſhall frame” 
To bow them low before thee, Lord, 
And glorify thy name. 
e For great thou art, and wonders great. 
By thy ſtrong hand art done, | 
. Thou in thy everlaſting ſeat” 
line, Remaineſt God alone. 


dy 


g Teach me, O Lord, thy way, * © moſt right, e 


I in thy truth will bide, 
o fear thy name my heart unite, 
© So ſhall it never ſlide. 


way. 
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12 Thee will I praife, O Lord my God, 


2 4 I men 
{20 Thee honour and adore? | © Did 
3 With my whole heart, and blaze abroad I mentio 
Thy name for evermore. | Philiſt 
FR 13 For great thy mercy is tow'red me, 45 And Ty: 
And thou haſt free'd my ſoul, Lo thi 
_— FEv'n from the loweſt Hell ſet free, 5 But 
=: From deepeſt darkneſs foul,” Be ſai, 
114 0 Cod the proud againſt me riſe, This anc 
$78 And violent men are met 50 High 
+] To ſeek my life, and in their eyes 6 The L 
4 No fear of thee have ſet. 5 That 
8 x5 But thou, Lord, art the God moſt mild, When he 
55 Readieſt thy grace to ſhew, That t 
Slo to be angry, and art ſtil'd' 56 17 Both t 
(7 Moſt merciful, moſt true, „ Witl 
| 36 O turn to me © thy face at length, In thee © 
And me have mercy on, 4 And 
1 - Unto thy ſervant give thy ſtrength, 
138 And fave thy handmaid's ſon. ba 
2 Some fgn of good to me afford, a 
1 | And let my foes then' ſee, [ 
Aud bc aſham'd, becauſe thou Lord . C 
—_ Doſt help and comfort me, - All day 
1 N ; And allen 
ws _ Before 
3 Psat, LXXXVII. a Into © 
be * 
1 * And to n 
1 MONG Ba holy mountains high? Thine 
_— 775 his foundation faſt, ; For clo 
4:6 There ſeated is his fangen, Surcha: 
. His temple there is plac'd,* . Y My life © 
þ #1 | 8 Sion's © fair* gates the Lord loves more , $f Cntot] 
4 | Than all the dwellings * fair I Recko: 
£4 Of Jacob's © land, though there be ſtore, Down 
| Is 5 And all within bis care.. am a * 
i F 3 City of God, molt glorious things And fo 
. of thee abroad are ſpeke; 
1 * Heb, 


* 
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4 I mention Egypt, © where proud Kings? 
© Did our forefathers yoke,” 
I mention Babel to my friends, 
Philiſtia * full of ſcorn? ; 
45 And Tyre with Ethiops © utmoſt ends | IS 
Lo this man there was born: 
z But © twice that praiſe ſhall in our ear? 
Be ſaid of Sion *© laſt,” 
This and this man was born in her, - 4M 
50 High God fhall fix her faſt, 20” 
6 The Lord ſhall write it in a ſcroll 3 
That ne'er ſhall be out-worn, 
When he the nations doth inroll, 
That this man there was bom, 
56 7 Both they who ſing, and they who dance, * 
With ſacred ſongs are there, 
In thee *© freſh brooks, and ſoft ſtreams glance," 
6 And' all my fountains clear.“ 


5 
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1 /ORD God that doſt me ſave and keep, 
All day to thee I cry; 
And all night long before thee © oſs 
Before thee © proftrate lie.“ | 
2 Into thy preſence let my pray'r s 
With ſighs devout aſcend,” 
And to my cries, that“ ceaſeleſs are,“ 
Thine ear with favor bend. 
For cloy'd with woes and trouble fore. ' 
Surcharg d my ſoul doth lie, x 10 
My life © at death's unchearful goor* 
Unto the grave draws nigh, 
Reckon'd I am with them that paſs 
Down to the diſmal” pit, 9 
m a“ man, but weak alas, . Th 
And for that name unfit, | | 


gh? 


.$ 


10 


* _— A man 2 a manly rengeh, g 
3 : | 
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5 From life diſcharg'd and parted quite Wo 
Among the dead to *ſleep,? 


And like the ſlain * in bloody fight” 


That in the grave lie * deep,” 


. Whom then remembereſt no more, 


Doft never more regard, 

Them from thy hand deliver'd o'er 
© Death's hideous houſe hath barr'd,” 

6 Thou in the loweſt pit * profound 

+ EHaft ſet me all forlorn,“ 

Where thickeſt darkneſs * hovers round, 
In horrid deeps to mourn.” 

7 Thy wrath, from which no ſheher ſaves,” 

Full ore doth preſs on me; 

* Thon break'ſt upon me all thy waves, 
* And all thy waves break me, 


83 Theu doſt my friends from me eftrange, 


And mak'ſt me od ous, 


Me to them odious, for they change,? 


And I here tht. up thus. 
9 Through ſorrow, and affliction great, 


Mine eye grows dim and dead, 


Lord, all the day Ithee intreat, 


My hands to thee I ſpread, 
16 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead, 
Shall the deceas'd ariſe 


And praiſe thee from their loathſome bed 


© With pale and hollow eyes ?? 


21 Shall they thy loving kindneſs tell 


On whom the grave * hath hold,” 
Or they who in perd: tion dwell,” 
© Thy faithfulneſs © unfold ?* 
12 In darkneſs can thy mighty © hand, 
© Or woudrous acts be known, 
Thy juſtice in the. © gloomy” land - 
Of . dark oblivion? 


* The free, bears both, 


| 4s enen, 
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13 But I to thee, O Lord, do cry, ' 
* Ere yet my life be ſpent,” 
And © up to thee* my pray*r © doth hie, 55 

2 Each morn, and thee prevent. 
14 Why wilt thou, Lord, my foul nee, 

And hide thy face from me, 
15 That am alread bruis'd, and 1 ſhake 

With terror ſent from thee ? 
Bruis'd, and afflicted, and ſo low? 

As ready to expire, : *% 

hile I thy terrors undergo | 

Aſtoniſh'd with thine ire, | 
. 16 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow, 65 
{- Thy threatnings cut me through ; 
17 All day they round about me go, 

Like waves they me purſue, 
18 Lover and friend thou haſt remov d f 
And ſever'd from me far: 10 
They fly me now whom I haye lov 4, 

And as in darkneſs are, 


A Paraphraſe on Pzar, CXIV, '/ 


This and the following Pſalm were done by the 
Author at fifteen years old. 


HEN the bleſt ſeed of Terah's faithful ſon 

After long toil their liberty had won, 

And paſt from Pharian fields to Canaan land, 

Led by the ſtrength of the Almighty's hand,” 

yr were in Iſrael ſhown, 

is praiſe and glory was in Iſrael knbwn. 

That faw the troubled ſez, and ſhivering fled, 

And ſought to hide his froth-beeurled head 

Low in the earth; Jordan's clear ſtreams recoil, 

As a faint hoſt that hath receiv'd the foil. 10 
The high, huge- bellied mountains ſkip like rams 
Amongſt their ews, the little hills like lambs. 
Why fled the ocean? And why ſkipt the mountains? 
Why turned 2 tow'rd his cryſtal fountains ? 


4; 
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Shake Earth, and at the preſence be aghaft 
Of him that ever was, and ay ſhall laſt, | 
That glaſſy floods from rugged rocks can cruſh, 


And make ſoft rills from fiery flint-ſtones guſh. 


Ps AL. CXXXVI. 


E T us with a gladſome mind 
| Praiſe the Lord, for he is kind, 
For his mercies ay indure, 
| Ever faithful, ever ſure, 
Let us blaze his name abroad, 
For of Gods he is the God; 
For his &c, 
O let us his praiſes tell, | 5 
Who doth the wrathful tyrants quell. 
For his &c. we 
Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heav'n and Earth to ſhake, 
For his &c. | 
Who by his wiſdom did create 
The painted Heav'ns ſo full of ftate, 
| For his K. | 
Who did the ſolid earth ordain 
To riſe above the watry plain, 
For his &. | 
Vho by his all-commanding might 
id fill the new-made world with light. 
For his c. | 
And caus'd the golden-treſſed ſun, + 
All the day long his courſe to run, 
F 0oor his &c, 
The horned moon to ſhine by night, 
Amongſt her ſpangled ſiſters bright, 
For his &c. PP 
He with his thunder-claſping hand 
mote the firſt-vorn of Egypt land. 
For his &cz 


ER And in deſpite of Pharaoh fell, 


He brought from thence his Iſtael. 
| For his &c. ny 


The ruddy 
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e 
The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 
Of the Erythæan main. 
The — ſtood ſtill like walls of elafs, 
While the Hebrew bands did paſs, 
For his &c, | 
But full foon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power, 
For his &c. 
His choſen people he did bleſs 
In the waſteful wilderne's, : 
For his &. . 
In bloody batzel he brought don 
Kings of proweſs and renown. 
þ For his &c. 
He foil'd bold Seon and his hoſt, 
That rul'd the Amorrean coaſt. 
For his &c. 
15 And large - limb'd Og he did fwbdup, 
With all his over-hardy crew, 
For his &cce. 


* 


20 And to his ſervant Iſrael 
e gave their land therein to dwelIl. 


For his &c, 
He hath with a piteous eye 
25 Peheld us in our miſery, 
For his Ko. : 
\nd freed us from the ſlavery 
Df the, invading enemy, 


20 For his &c. 


6+ $1214 8 
\1l living creatures he doth feed, II 
and with full hand Japplies their need. 
For his c. 
et us therefore ble forth 
is mighty majeſty and worth. 
For his &c. 
hat his manſion hath on EY 
Above the reach of mortal eye, 
For his mercies ay indure, 
Ever faithful, ever ſure, 
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Mr. SAMUEL HARTLIB. 

bl PY Written about the Year 1650, 

bi Mr. HAAR TLIB. 

4 | AM long fince bosse that to ſav, or d 
ouch: worth memory and imitation, no purpoſe of 
= reſp:& ſhould fooner move us, than ſimply the lov 
—_ of God, and of mankind. "Nevertheleſs to crit 
me now the reforming of education, tho” it be one. 
wy the greateſt and nobleſt cefigns that can be though 
N on, and for the want eee, this nation periſhes, 
. had not yet at this time been induc'd, but by ycur ear 
15 neſt intreaties and ſerious conjurements; as havin 

14 my mind for the preſent Half diverted in the purſu 
. ance of ſome other aſſertions, the knowledge and the 
74 pſe of Wh ch cannot but be a great furtherance bot! 
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: Or EDUC ATION. 227 
much more peace. Nor ſhould the laws of any pri- 
vate friendſhip have prevail'd with me to divide 
thus, or tranſpoſe my former thoughts, but that 1 
ſee thoſe aims, theſe actions which have won you 
with me the eſteem of a perſon ſent hither by ſome 
good providence from a far country, to be the occa- 
fion and the incitement of great good to this iſland, 
And, as I hear, you have obtain'd the ſame repute 
with men of moſt approv'd wiſdom, and ſome of 
bigheft authority among us. Not to mention the 
learned correſpondence which you hold in foreign 


parts, and the extraordinary pains and diligence 


which you have us'd in this matter both here, and 
beyond the ſeas; either by the definite will of God 
ſo ruling, or the peculiar ſway of nature, which 


allo is God's working. Neither can I think that, 


ſo reputed, and ſo valu'd as you are, you would, to 
the forfeit of your own diſcerning ability, impoſe 
upon me an unfit and over- ponderous argument, but 
tnat the ſatisfaction which you profeſs to have re- 
ceiv'd from thoſe incidental diſccurſes which we 
have wander'd into, hath preft and almoſt conſtrain'd 
you into a perſuaſion that what you require from 
me in this point, I neither ought, nor can in con- 
ſcience defer beyond this time both of ſo much need 
at once, and ſo much opportunity to try what God 
hath determin'd. I will not refiſt therefore, what- 
ever it is, either of divine or human obligement, 
that you lay upon me; but will forthwith ſet down 
in writing, as you requeſt me, that voluntary idea 
which hath long in filence preſented itſelf to me, of 
a better education, in extent and comprehenſion fat 
more large, and yet of time far ſhorter, and of at- 


tainment far more certain, than hath been yet in 


practice. Brief I ſhall endeavour-to be; for that 
which I have to ſay, aſſuredly this nation hath ex- 
treme need ſhould be done ſaoner than ſpoken. To 
tell you therefore what I have benefited herein 
to 


ch 
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ſearch what many modern Januas and DidaAics, 
more than ever I ſhall read, have projected, my in- 
Slination leads me not, But if you can accept of 
tele few obſervations which have flower'd off, 
and are, as it were, the burnithing of many ſtudious 
and contemplative years, altogether ſpent in the 
ſearch of religious and civil knowledge, and fuch as 
pleas'd you, ſo well in the relating, I here give you 
them to diſpoſe of, Wo 
The end then of learning is to repair the ruins of 
our firſt parents, by regaining to know God aright, 
and out of 'that knowledge to love him, to imitate 
him, to be like him, as we may the neareſt, by 
poſſeſſing our ſouls of true virtue, which being uni- 
ted to the heavenly grace of faith makes up the 
higheſt perfection. But becauſe our underſtanding 


things, nor arrive ſo clearly to the knowledge of 
God and things inviſible, as by orderly conning 
over the viſible and inferior creature, the ſame me- 
thod is neceſſarily to be follow'd in all diſcreet 
teaching, And ſeeing every nation affords not ex- 
perience and tradition enough for all kinds of learn» 
ing, therefore we are chiefly taught the languages 
of thoſe people who have at any. time been moſt 
induſtrious after wiſdom ; ſo that langu. ge is but the 
inſtrument conveying to us things uſeful to be 
known, And tho' a linguiſt ſhould pride himſelf to 
have all the tongues that Babel cleft the world into, 
vet, if he had pot ſtudied the ſolid things in them 
a well as the words and lexicons, he were nothing 
ſo much to be eſteem'd a learned man, as any yeo- 
man or tradeſman competently wiſe in his mother 
gdialet only, Hence appear the many miſtakes 
which have made learning generally ſo unpleaſing 


ven or eight years merely in ſciaping together ſo 
much miſerable, Latin and Greek, as might be 
deargt otherwiſe eably and delightfully in one years 

a : And 


* . cannot in this body found itſelf but on ſenſible 


and ſo unſucceſsful ; firſt we do amiſs to ſpend ſe- 
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And that which caſts our proficiency therein ſo 
much behind, is our time loſt partly in too oft idle 
yacancies given both to ſchools and univerſities, 
partly in a prepoſterous exaction, forcing the empty 
wits of children to compoſe themes, verſes and ora® 
tions, which are the acts of ripeſt judgment, and . - 
the final work of a head fill'd, by long reading and. 
obſerving, with elegant maxims, and copious inven= 
tion, Theſe are not matters tg be wrung from poor 
ſtriplings, like blood out of the noſe, or the pluck- 
ing of untimely fruit: beſides the ill habit which 
they get of wretched barbarizing againſt the Latin 
and Greek Idiom, with their untutor'd Angliciſms, 
odious to be read, yet not to be avoided without a 
well-continu'd and judicious converſing among pure 
authors digeſted, which they ſcarce taſte z whereas, 
if after ſome preparatory grounds of ſpeeck by their. 
certain forms got into memory, they were led to the 
praxis thereof in ſome choſen ſhort book leſſon'd 
throughly to them, they might then forthwith pro- 
ceed to learn the ſubſtance of good things, and arts 
in due order, which would bring the whole language 
quickly into their pewer, This I take to be the 
moſt rational and moſt profitable way of learning 
languages, and whereby we may beſt hope to give 
account to God of our youth ſpent herein, And for 
the uſual method of teaching arts, I deem it to be an 
old error of univerſities not yet well recover'd from 
the ſcholaſtick groſſneſs of barharous ages, that ing 
ſtead of beginning with arts moſt eaſy, (and thoſe 
be ſuch as are moſt obvious to the ſenſe,) they pre- 
ſent their young unmatriculated novices at firſt com- 
ing with the intellective abſtractions of Jogick and 
metaphyſicks: ſo that they having but newly left 
theſe grammatick flats and ſhallows where they 
tuck unreaſenably, to learn a few words with la- 
mentable conſtruction, and now on the ſudden tran. 
ſported under another climate to be toſt and tur- 
moil'd with their unballaſted wits in fathomleſs and 
| - «unquicet ' 
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unquiet deeps of controverſy, do for the moſt part 


lightful knowledge; till poverty or youtaful yea 


ambitious or mercenary, or ignorantly zealous diyi 


happy nurture, 
„„ 


, 


grow into hatred and contempt of learning, mock"; 
and deluded all this while with ragged notions ani 
babblements, while they expected worthy and de 


call them importunately their ſeveral ways, and 
haſten them with the ſway of friends, either to ar 


nity : ſome allur'd to the trade of law, grounding 
their purpoſes not on the prudent and heavenly con- 
templation of juſtice and equity, which was never 


taught them, but on the promiſing and pleaſny 


thoughts of litigious terms, fat contentions, and 
flowing fees; others betake them to ſtate affairs, 
with ſouls fo unprincipled in virtue, and true gene- 
rous breeding, that flattery, and court-ſhifts, an 


tyrannous aphoriſms appear to them the highet 


points of wiſdom ; inſtilling their barren hearts with 


a conſcientious ſlavery, if, as I rather think, it be 


not feign'd : others, laſtly, of a more delicious and 
airy ſpirit, retire themſelves, knowing no better, to 
the enjoyments of eaſe and luxury, living out thei 


days in feaſt and jollity; which indeed is the wiſeſ 


and the ſafeſt courſe of all tLeſe, unleſs they were 
with more integrity undertaken, And theſe are th 
fruits of miſpending our prime youth at the ſchool 
and univerſities as we do, either in learning mere 
words, or ſuch things chiefly as were better unlearnt 

I ſhall detain you no longer in the demonſtration 
of what we ſhould not do, but ſtraight conduct you 
to a hill-fide, where I will point ye out the right 
path of a virtuous and noble education; laboriou 
indeed at the firſt aſcent, but elſe ſo ſmooth, | 
green, ſo full of goodly proſpect, and melodioui 
ſounds on every fide, that the harp of Orpheus wa 
not more charming. I doubt not but ye ſhall haw 


more ado to drive our dulleſt and lazieſt youth, ou 
Racks and ſtubs, from the infin te defire of ſuch a 
an we have now to hale and drag 
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twelve and one and twenty, leſs time than is now 
. beſtow'd in pure trifling at grammar and ſophiſtry, 


eivility every where. 
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our choĩceſt and hopefulleſt wits to that afinine feaſt 
of ſowthiſtles and brambles which is commonly ſet 


before them, as all the food and entertainment of 
their tendereſt and moit docible age. I call therefore 


2 complete and generous education that which fits a 


man to perform juſtly, ſkilfully and magnanimouſly, 


all the offices, both private and publick, of peace | 
And how all this may be done between 


Is to be thus erder'd, 

/ Firſt, to find out a ſpacious houſe, and ground 
about it, fit for an Academy, and big enough to 
lodge an hundred and fifty perſons, whereof twenty 
or thereabout may be attendants, all under the go- 
vernment of one, who ſhall be thought of deſert 
ſufficient, and ability either to do all; or wiſely to 
direct, and overſee it done, This place ſhould de 
at once both ſchool and univerſity, not needing a 
remove to any other houſe of ſcholarſhip, except it 
be ſome peculiar college of law, or phyſick, where 
they mean to be practitioners ; but as for thoſe ge- 
neral 'ftugies Which take up all our time from Lilly 
to the commencing, as they term it, maſter of arts, 
it ſhould be abſolute, After this pattern, as many 
edi fices may be converted to this uſe, as ſhall be 
needful in every city throughout this land, which 
would tend much to the increaſe of learning and 
T his number, leſs or more 
thus collected, to the convenience of a foot coms 
pany, or interchangeably two treops of cavalry, 
mould divide their days work into three parts, as it 
lies orderly's : their ſtudies, their exerciſe, and their 
det. 
For their ſtudies, firſt they ſhould begin with the 
chief and neceſſary rules of ſome good grammar, eis 
ther that now us'd, or any better: and while this is 
doing, their ſpeech i is to be faſhion'd to a diſtinct 
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and clear pronunciation, 2 as near as may be to the | 
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Italian, eſpecially in the vowels. For we Englichmen, 
being far northerly, do not open our mouths in the 
cold air, wide enough to grace a ſouthern tongue; but 
are obſerv'd by all otker nations to ſpeak exceeding 
cloſe and inward: ſo that to,ſmatter Latin with an 
Engliſh mouth, is as ill a hearing as Law-French, 
Next to make them expert in the uſefulleſt points of 
grammar, and withal to ſeaſon them, and win them 
early to the love of virtue and true labour, ere any 
flattering ſeducement, or vain principle ſeize them 
wandring, ſome eaſy and delightful book of edu- 
cation ſhould be read to them; whereof the Greeks 
have fore, as Cebes, Plutarch, and other Socratic 
diſcourſes, But in Latin we have non: of claſſic au- 
thority extant, except the two or three firſt books of 
Quintilian, and ſome ſelect pieces elſe-where. But 
here the main {kill and ground-work will be, to 
temper them ſuch lectures and explanations upon 


willing obedience, inflam'd with the ſtudy of learn- 
ing, and the admiration of virtue; ſtirr'd up with 
high hopes of living to be brave men, and worthy 
patriots, dear to God, and famous to all ages, that 
they may deſpiſe and (corn all their childiſh and ill- 
tavght qualities, to delight in manly and Jiberal ex- 
erciſes, which ke who hath the art and proper elo- 
quence to catch them with, what with mild and ef- 
fectual perſuaſions, and that with the intimation of 
ſome fear, if need be, but chiefly by his own ex- 
ample, might in a ſhort ſpace gain them to an in- 


as would not fail to make many of them renowned 
and matchleſs men. 


even playing, as the old manner was, 


every opportunity, as may lead and draw them in 


credible diligence and courage ; infufing into their 
young breaſts ſuch an ingenuous and noble ardor, 


At the ſame time, ſome other 
hour of the day, might be tanght them the rules of 
arithmetick, and ſoon after the elements of geometry 
After even- 
ing-repaſts, till bed-time, their thoughts will be beſt 
taken up in the eaſy grougds of religion, * the 
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dry of ſcripture, The next ſtep would be to the 


hmen, authors of Agriculture, Cato, Varro, and Columella, 
in the for the matter is moſt eaſy, and if the language be 
; but N difficult ſo much the better, it is not a difficulty 
eeding above their years: and here will be an occafion of 
ith an Iinciting and enabling them hereafter to improve the 
rench, tillage of their country, to recover the bad ſoil, and 
nts of Ito remedy the waſte that is made of good: for this 
them Iwas one of Hercules's praiſes, Ere half theſe au- 
re any Ithors be read (which will ſoon be with plying hard, 
them Hand daily) they cannot chooſe but be maſters of an 
f edu- Fordinary proſe, So that it will be then ſeaſonable 
Zreeks for them to learn in any modern author, the uſe of 
ocratic the globes, and all the maps; firft with the old 
ic au- names, and then with the new: Or they might be 
oks of then capable to read any compendious method of 
But natural philoſophy, And at the ſame time might 
be, to {Whey be entring into the Greek tongue, after the 


upon 


1em in 


me manner as was before preſcrib'd in the Latin; 
hereby the difficulties of grammar being ſoon over- 


learn- rome, all the hiſtorical phyſiology of Ariſtotle and 
p with Theophraſtus are open before them, and, as I may 
worthy Way, under contribution, The like acceſs will be 
„ that to Vitruvius, to Seneca's natural queſtions, to Mela, 


ind ill- FCelſus, Pliny, or Solinus. And having thus paſt 


ral ex- ſhe principles of Arithmetick, Geometry, Aſtro- 
er elo- Fomy, and Geography, with a general compact of 
and * hyficks, they may deſcend in Mathematicks to the 
tion o 


aftrumental ſcience of Trigonometry, and from 


wn ex- Hence to fortification, architecture, eiginry, or na- 


an in- rigation. And in natural philoſophy they may pro- 
to their Need leiſurely from the hiſtory of meteors, minerals, 
e ardor, lants and living creatures, as far as anatomy. Then 
nowned lſo in courſe might be read to them out of ſome not 
2e other Fſious writer the inſtitution of phyſick; that they 
rules of Inay know the tempers, the humours, the ſeaſons, 
2ometry End how to manage a crudity : which he who can 
r even- Fnſely and timely do, is not only a great phyſician 
] M oy + himſelf, and to his friends, but alſs may at ſome 
and the | | 


ume. 
tory 


nightward ſtudies, wherewith they cloſe the day 
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time or other ſave an army by this frugal and ei 
penſeleſs means only; and not let the healthy and 
tout bodies of young men rot away under him for 
want of this diſcipline; which is a great pity ant 
no leſs a ſhame to the commander. To ſet for war 
all theſe proceedings in nature and mathematicks, 
what hinders, but that they may precure as oft a 
ſhall be needful, the helpful experiences of hunter, 
fowlers, fiſhermen, ſhepherds, gardeners, apothe 
caries; and in the other ſciences, architects, engi 
neers, mariners, anatomiſts, who doubtleſs woul 
be ready, ſome for reward, and ſome to favour ſuch 
a hopeful ſeminary? And this will give them ſuch 


a real tincture of natural knowledge, as they hall 


never forget, but daily augment with delight. Then 
al ſo thoſe poets which are now counted moſt hard, 
will be both facile and pleaſant, Orpheus, Hefiod, 
Theocritus, Aratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionyſius; 
and in Latin, Lucretius, Manilius, and the rural 
part of Virgil, : N 
By this time, years and good general precepti 
will have furniſh'd them more diſtinctly with that 
act of reaſon which in Ethics is ealled Proaireſis; 
that they may with ſome judgment contemplate up- 
on moral good and evil. Then will be requir'd 2 
ſpecial reinforcement of conſtant and ſound endocs 
trinating to ſet them right and firm, inftruRing 
them more amply in the knowledge of viitue and 
the hatred of vice; while their young and pliant 
affections are led thro' all the moral works of Plato, 
Zenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, Laertius, and thoſe 
Locnan remnants; but ſtill to be reduc'd in thei 


work, under the determinate ſentence of David ot 
Solomon, or the evangeliſts and apoſtolic ſcriptures, 
Being perfect in the knowledge of perſonal duty, 
they may then begin the ſtudy of economics, And 
either now, or before this, they may have eaſily 
learnt at any odd hour the Italian tongue. And 0 
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after, but with warineſs and good antidote, it would 
de wholeſome enough to let them taſte ſome choice 
comedies, Greek, Latin, or Italian: thoſe trage - 
dies alſo that treat of houſhold matters, as Tra- 
chiniæ, Alceſtis, and the like. The next remove 
muſt be to the ſtudy of Politics; to know the be- 
ginning, end, and reaſons of political. ſocieties; 
that they may not in a dangerous fit of the com- 
mon-wealth be ſuch poor, ſhaken, uncertain reeds, 
of ſuch à tottering conſcience, as many of our great 
counſellors have lately ſhewn themſelves, but ſted- 
faſt pillars of the ſtate. After this they are to dive 
into the grounds of law, and legal juſtice; deliver'd 
firſt, and with beſt warrant, by Moſes; and as far as 
human prudence can be truſted, in thoſe extoll'd 
remains of Grecian law-givers, Lycurgus, Solon, 
Zal:ycus, Charondas ; and thence to all the Roman 
edits and tables, with their Juſtinian; and ſo down 
to the Saxon and common laws of England, and 
the ſtatutes, Sundays alſo and every evening may 
be now underſtandingiy ſpent in the higheſt matters 
of Theology, and church-hiſtory, antient and mo- 
dern; and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at a ſet , 
hour might haye been gain'd, that the ſcriptures 
may be now read in their own original; whereio it 
would be no impoſſibility to add the Chaldee, and 
Syrian dialect, When all theſe employments are 
well conquer'd, then with the choice hiſtories, he- 
ric poems, and Attic tragedies of ſtatelieſt and moſt 
regal argument with all the famous political ora- 
tions, offer themſelves; which if they were not 
only read, but ſome of them got by memory, and 
ſolemnly pronounc'd with right accent and grace, as 
might be taught, would endue them even with the 
ſpirit and vigour of Demoſthenes, or Cicero, Euri= 
pides, or Sophocles. And now laſtly will be the 
time to read with them thoſe organic arts which 
enable men to diſcourſe and write perſpicuouſſy, 
egantly, and according to the fitteſt ſtyle of lofty, 
7 N mean, 
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fine, but more ſimple, ſenſuous and paſſionate, | 


- patience as any other that they preach to us. There 


themſelves living, In which methodical courſe it is 
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mean, or lowlys Logic therefore, ſo much as 1 
uſeful; is to be referr'd to this due place, with all 
her well-couch'd heads and topics, until it be tim 
to open her contracted palm into a graceful and or. 
nate rhetorick, taught out of the rules of Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Phalereus, Cicero, Hermogenes, Longi- 
nus. To which Poetry would be made ſubſequent, 
or indeed rather precedent, as being leſs ſubtle and The cou 
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mean not here the proſody of a verſe, which they 
could not but have hit on before among the rudi- 
ments of grammar ; but that ſublime art which in 
Ariſtotle's Poetics, in Horace, and the Italian com-hia,.;ans: 

mentaries of Caſtlevetro, Tazzo, Mazzoni, and nd aga : 
others, teaches what the laws are of a true Epie End A Lo 
poem, what of a Dramatic, what of a. Lyric, what 
decorum is, Which 1s the grand maſter-piece to ob- 
ſerve. This would make them ſoon perceive what 
deſpicable creatures our common rhymers and play- 
writers be, and ſhew them, what religious, what 
glorious and magnificent uſe might be made of po- 
etry borh in divine and human things, From hence 
and not till now will be the right ſeaſon of forming 
them to be able writers and compoſers in every ex- 
cellent matter, when they ſhall be thus fraught with 
an univerſal inſight into things, Or whether they 
be to ſpeak in parliament or council, honour and 
attention would be waiting on their lips, There 
would then alſo appear in pulpits other viſages, other 
geſtures, and ſtuff otherwiſe wrought than what we 
now fit under, of-times to as great a trial of our 
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are the ſtudies wherein our noble and our gentle 
youth ought to beſtow their time in a diſciplinary 
way from twelve to one and twenty ; unleſs they 
rely more upon their anceſtors dead, than upon 


' ſo luppos'd they muſt proceed by the teddy pace of 
learning enward, as at convenient times for me- 


mo' ys 
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Pory's ſake to retire back into the middle ward, 
1 25 Und ſometimes into the rear of what they have been 
vith all aught, until they have confirm'd, and ſolidly united 
de ti meſtne whole body of their perfected knowledge, like 
and or the laſt embattelling of a Roman legion. Now 
Platorill be worth the ſeeing what exerciſes and recree 


Longi-· ions may beſt agree, and become theſe ſtudies. 
equent, Their Ex ER CIS x. 

tle and The courſe of ſtudy hitherto briefly deſcrib'd, is, 
ate, IN.hat 1 can gueſs by reading, likeſt to thoſe antient 
ch wy nd famous ſchools of Pythagoras, Plato, Iſocrates, 
e rudt- 


\riſtotle, and ſuch others, out of which were bred 
ip ſuch a number of renowned philoſophers, orators, 
iſtorians, poets and princes all over Greece, Italy, 
nd Aſia, beſides the flouriſhing ſtudies of Cyene 
ind Alexandria, But herein it ſhall exceed them, 
and ſupply a defect as great as that which Plato 
noted in the commonwealth of Sparta; whereas that 
ity train'd up their youth moſt for war, and theſe 
n their academies and Lyceum, all fer the gown, 
ais inſtitution of breeding, which J bere delineate, 
hallbe equally good both for peace and war. Therefore 
bout an hour and a halfere they eat at noon ſhould 
de allow'd them for exerciſe, and due reſt afterwardz 
ut the time for this may be enlarg'd at pleaſure y; 
ccording as their riſing in the morning ſhall be 
rly, The exerciſe which I commend firſt, is the 
xact uſe of their weapon, to guard and to firike 
afely with edge or point; this will keep them 
bealthy, nimble,'ſtrong, and well in breath, is alſo the 
ikelieft means to make them grow large and tall, and 
o inſpire them with a gallant and fearleſs courage, 
hich being temper'd with ſeaſonable lectures and 
recepts to them of true fortitude and patience, will 
urn into a native and heroic valour, and make them 
ate the cowardiſe of doing wrong. They muſt be 
ſo practis'd in all the locks and gripes of wreſtlingy 
herein Engliſhmen were wont to excel, as need 
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cloſe. And this perhaps will be enough, wherein to 


prove and heat their fingle ſtrength. The interim 


of unſweating themfelves regulariy; and convenient 
reſt before meat, may both with profit and delight 
be taken up in retreating and compoſing their tras 
vail'd ſpitits with the ſolemn and divine harmonies 
of muſick heard or learnt; either while the ſkilful 
organiſt plies his grave arid ſancied deſcant, in lofty 
fugues, or the whole ſymphony with artful and 
unimaginable touches adorn and grate thewell- ſtudied 
chords of ſome choice compoſer; ſometimes the lute, 
or ſoft organ-ſtop waiting on elegant voices either to 


religious, material, or civil ditties ; which, if wiſe 


men and prophets be not extremely out, have a 
great power over diſpoſitions and manners, to ſmooth 
and make them gentle from ruſtick harſhneſs and 
diſtemper'd paſſions. The like alſo would not be 
unexpedient after meat to aſſiſt and cheriſh nature in 
her firſt coneo&ion, and ſend their minds back to 
ſtudy in good tune and fatisfaftion, Where having 
follow'd it cloſe under vigilant eyes till about two 
hours before ſupper, they are by ſudden alarm or 
watch-word, to be call'd out to their military. mo- 
tions, under ſky or covert, according to the ſeafon, 
as was the Roman wont; firſt on foot, then as 


. their age permits on horſeback, to all the art of ca- 


valry; that having in ſport but with much exact. 


neſs, and daily muſter, ſerv'd out the rudiments of 


their ſoldierſhip in all the ſkill of embattelling 
marching, encamping, fortifying, beſieging and 
battering, with all the helps of antient and modern 
ſtratagems. Tacticks, and warlike maxims, the) 
may as it were out of a long war come forth re 
nown'd and perfect commanders in the ſervice d 
their country, They would not then, if they wert 
truſted with fair and hopeful armies, ſuffer them 
for want of juſt and wiſe diſcipline, to ſhed away 
from about them like fick feathers, though the 
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nterim Inen in a company, to quaff out, or convey into 
„enient ecret hoards, the wages of a deluſive liſt and a 
delight miſcrable remnant: yet in the mean while to be 
Ar 2 er- maſter d with a ſcore or two of drunkards, 
monies Nhe only ſoldiery left about them, or elſe to com- 
ſKiful By with all rapines and violences. No certainly, 


n lofty they knew ought of that knowledge that be- 


dul and Nengs to good men or good governors, they would 
studie Pot ſuffer theſe things. But to return to our own 
he lute, ſtitute, beſides theſe conſtant exerciſes at home, 
ither to Mere 18 another opportunity of gaining experience 
if wiſe Io be won from pleaſure itſelf abroad. In thoſe 
have a (Pal ſeaſons of the year, when the air is calm 
ſmooth nd pleaſant, it were an injury and ſullenneſs 
eſs and $8412ſt nature not to go out, and ſee her riches, 
not be Ind partake in her rejoicing with heaven and 
lature in Rrth. I ſhould not therefore be a perſuader to 
back tom of ſtudying much then, after two or three 
e having ere that they have well laid their grounds, but 
„out two ride out in companies with prudent and ſtaid 
alarm or Rides, to all the quarters of the land; learning 
tary mo- ind obſerving all places of ftrength, all commo- 
e ſeaſon, Iities of building and of ſoil, for towns and til- 
then abe, harbours and ports for trade: ſometimes taking 


art of ca- 
h exaQ- 


hat they can in the practical knowledge of ſail» 
ments olli and of ſea-fight, Theſe ways would try all 
attelling ſlr peculiar gifts of nature ; and if there were 
ing andy ſecret excellence among them, would fetch it 
J modern", and give it fair opportunities to advance itſelf 
ims, the! which could not but mightily redound to the 


forth re$929 of this nation and bring into faſhion again 
ſervice ofÞ®2{e old admired virtues and excellencies, with far 
they wer Pore advantage now in this purity of chriſtian 
iffer them nowledge. Nor ſhall we then need the Monſieurs 


Ff Paris to take our hopeful youth into their ſlight 
and Prodigal cuſtodies, and ſend them over back 
in transform'd into mimicks, apes, and | peu 

1 * 


hed awa 
ough th | 
not ſuffe 


249% 
rein to heir empty and unrecruitible colonels of twenty - 


ea as far as to our navy, to learn there alſo 
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24. Or EDUCATION, 
mas, But if they defire to ſee othere 
three or four and twenty years of age, 22: 

principles, but to enlarge experience ang \\ 8 
obſervation, they will by that time be ſt | 

deſerve the regard and honour of all? 
they paſs, and the ſociety and friendſhi- + |. 
in all places who are beſt and moſt ei 
perhaps then other nations. will be glaT i» 5 
for their breeding, or elſe to imitate us in 
own country. 
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No laſtly for their diet there cannot be m 
* to ſay, ſave only that it would be beſt in the ſame 
| houſe; for much time elſe would be loſt abroad 
and many ill habits got; and that it ſhould 
plain, healthful, ' and moderate, I ſuppoſe is our 

of controverſy. Thus, Mr, Hartlib. you have 

a general view in wyiting, as your defire was, o. 
that which at ſeyeral times I had diſcours'd wit! 
you concerning the beſt and nobleſt way of edu- 
cation; not beginning as ſome. have done fron 
the cradle, which yet might be worth many con- 

. Giderations, if brevity had not been my ſcope: 
many other eircumſtances alſo I could have men 
tion d, but this, to ſuch as have the worth ii 
them to make trial, for light and direction may 
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bes be enough, Only I believe, that this is not 
1 bow for every man to ſhoot in that counts him 
UH ſelf a teacher; but will require finews almok 
75 equal to thoſe which Homer gave Ulyſſes; yet! 
| am withal perſuaded that it may prove much mon 
Io eaſy in the eſſay, than it now-ſeems at a diſtanci 
0 and much more illuſtrious; howbeit not more diff 


cult than I imagine, and that imagination preſen 
me with nothing but very happy and very poſ 
Able, according to beſt wiſhes; if God have ſe 
decreed, and this age have ſpirit and capaci 


snerth to apprebend, | 
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